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Pentecost 4 ~ June 25 & 28, 2020
Opening Hymn – 550 v. 1
   “Behold a Host Arrayed in White”
Sing:   ♫  Behold a host, arrayed in white, Like thousand snowclad mountains bright;
With palms they stand. Who is this band Before the throne of light?
These are the saints of glorious fame, Who from the great affliction came
And in the flood of Jesus’ blood Are cleansed from guilt and shame.
Now gathered in the holy place, Their voices they in worship raise.
Their anthems swell where God does dwell Mid angels’ songs of praise.
Service of the Word 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:  And also with you.

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen.

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

C:  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues forever.

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him.

M:  O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world so that your Church may worship you in peace and joy. Hear us through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 C: Amen.
Old Testament Lesson  





Jeremiah 20:7-13 (EHV)
We can feel for Jeremiah, who wanted to quit preaching in order to stop persecution against him. On the other hand, he cannot hold the Word of God in, for Spirit-borne zeal for the Lord burns within him. Let us be like him in trusting the Lord to be the judge.
You persuaded me, Lord, and I agreed to it. You are stronger than I am, and you won out. I have become a laughingstock all day long, and everyone is mocking me. 8 Whenever I speak, I cry out. I cry out, “Violence and destruction!” But the word of the Lord has brought scorn on me. I am mocked all day long. 9 If I say, “I will not mention him or speak in his name anymore,” then there is a burning fire in my heart, shut up in my bones, and I am weary of holding it in. I cannot! 10 I hear many whispering, “Terror on every side!” All my close friends, those who are watching for my fall, say, “Denounce him! Let’s denounce him. Perhaps he can be pressured into making a mistake. Then we will have the upper hand against him, and we will take our revenge on him.” 11 But the Lord is with me like a terrifying warrior. So my persecutors will stumble, and they will not gain the upper hand. They will be put to shame completely, because they have not been successful. Their eternal disgrace will never be forgotten. 12 Lord of Armies, you test the righteous. You see the heart and the mind. Let me see your vengeance on them, for I have laid out my case before you. 13 Sing to the Lord! Praise the Lord, for he has delivered the life of the needy from the hand of the wicked.
Epistle Lesson  







Romans 5:12-15 (EHV) 

Sin is never alone, it is always accompanied by death. All Adam’s children must die as he did, since they commit sins just as he did. But Christ has come to undo the consequence of that first sin, and all sins since.
So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, so also death spread to all people because all sinned. 13 For even before the law was given, sin was in the world. Now, sin is not charged to one’s account if there is no law, 14 and yet death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those whose sin was not like the transgression of Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come. 15 But the gracious gift is not like Adam’s trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of this one man, it is even more certain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many!
Verse of the Day 
                





Galatians 4:6 (NIV 84)
M:  Alleluia! Because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” Alleluia! 
C:   Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia!

Gospel Lesson  







Matthew 10:24-33 (EHV)
Jesus plainly speaks of the crosses we will bear as his disciples. We can expect the world to treat us no better than it treated our master. Yet the Lord is fully aware of our suffering, knowing more about it than we ourselves do. He will treat us right.
“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor is a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher and the servant like his master. If the master of the house was called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household! 26 “So do not be afraid of them, because there is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, and nothing hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, fear the one who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 “Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground without the knowledge and consent of your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So do not be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows. 32 “Everyone who confesses me before others, I will also confess before my Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies me before others, I will also deny before my Father who is in heaven.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn – 294 v. 1,4      “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”

Meditate:  Baptized into your name most holy, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

I claim a place, though weak and lowly, Among your saints, your chosen host,

Buried with Christ and dead to sin. Your Spirit now shall live within.
Sing:   ♫  All that I am and love most dearly— Receive it all, O Lord, from me.

 Let me confess my faith sincerely And help me your own child to be!

 Let nothing that I am or own Serve any will but yours alone.
 Text: Johann J. Rambach, 1693–1735, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
SERMON:  Matthew 10:24-33 

Do Not Be Afraid

1. To copy your Teacher

2. To confess your Master

Can you think of something that used to scare you as a kid but now doesn’t scare you at all? When I was in eighth grade, I saw a movie called The Shining at a sleepover. Scared me sockless: twin girl ghosts appearing out of nowhere around the corner of a creepy hotel hallway? Yikes! But during this Covid campout of the last few months, I got to rewatch it with my eighth grade son. And I was not scared at all - and neither was he. Why not? Well, for me, I knew what was coming. Secondly, the cinematography was dated and didn’t seem realistic. But most importantly, I have learned better the truth about ghosts. Spirits go to heaven or hell when a person dies; they don’t have the ability to haunt people randomly. 
So in the case of my fear of The Shining, over time and experience, the layers of threat were peeled away for me - the surprise factor gone, the realism not there anymore, the perceived threat of being stalked by those ghosts was actually non-existent. So my fear left. 
The more I think about it, how do we overcome any fear? A) We learn the truth about it, that it’s not a real threat, or B) if it is a real threat, we learn how to handle or manage or avoid that threat. 
Today, Jesus talks to his followers about two fears we are going to face in life as Christians: 1) being afraid to live like him, and 2) being afraid to tell others about him. In both cases, the threat is what others might say against us or do to us, and in both cases, our Lord assures us that there is nothing to be afraid of, because 1) people are not as great a threat to us as we think they are, and 2) whatever threat they pose, he is going to handle that threat for us. So Jesus says, Do not be afraid 1) to copy me your Teacher, 2) to confess me your Master. 

I. To copy your Teacher 

There seem to be a growing number of things that tempt us to be afraid these days. With this pandemic, I can be afraid for my own health, my wife’s health, my children’s health, my parents’ health - or your health here in church. With race relations seeming to be at an all-time low and the threat of mob violence at an all-time high in our country, I admit I have feared for my safety and the safety of my family and the survival of peace, law, and order in our nation. And then with the economy seemingly teetering on the brink, I wonder if I might lose my job and how my family and my community and my church are going to get by. But with a simple sentence, Jesus rebukes us for these worries: A disciple is not above his teacher, nor is servant above his master. We worry about our earthly fears because we want to control and fix everything and get frustrated and angry when we can’t - in other words, we want to be the master, instead of going to the true Master in prayer with our troubles, and then faithfully using what he’s given to protect and provide for ourselves, and at all times trusting that HE brought about these “bad” situations for a spiritually and eternally good purpose and that HE will bring them to an end in his own time and way. Lord, forgive us for our earthly mindedness and for wanting to be gods instead of you! 
With the next sentence, Jesus reveals to us the real threat we are facing: It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. In other words, a student of Jesus, a follower of Jesus, a believer that Jesus is the Son of God, our Lord and Savior, who died for our sins and rose again to rule all things for the good of his church and bring his servants to himself in heaven... we don’t want to take his place as our teacher and master, we love and appreciate him so much, we want to emulate him, copy him, think like him, and live our lives like he would, in the place and vocation he has put us in. In short, a disciple of Jesus idolizes Jesus. 
How often do we think in those terms, that I want to copy my Teacher Jesus in the way that I live? I am personally shocked and ashamed at how seldom I get up in the morning and say: “I want to be like Jesus, meek, loving, lowly, mild,” simply because I have not yet learned well enough that this is God’s will for me in Christ. Yes, I want to avoid the sins he commands me not to commit in the Ten Commandments. Yes, I trust that he has taken away my sins and that he daily and fully forgives me and all believers in Christ. But so often, I fail to go beyond these elementary teachings and make it my goal in daily life to be like my Teacher when I deal with my wife and children and church family and my neighbors. Too often my song is, “Jesus loves me this I know, and this is all I want to know!” No, God’s will for us is to build upon our faith in Jesus as our Savior and add to that a faith that Jesus is our Teacher and Guide in whose steps we want to follow. This week, skim over the earlier chapters of the gospel of Matthew and see the example Jesus sets for our lives. He went about patiently teaching his disciples, bearing with their weaknesses, not holding grudges, faithfully sticking with them - an example for us to follow as we live together with our families. Jesus went about the country looking for people that he could teach and help and heal, both to show them their sins and to believe that he was the promised Savior but also simply because he loved them and wanted to do good to them. We too are to not only avoid doing harm to our neighbors in our community, but following in our Teacher’s footsteps, we are to seek out people in need and help them with our time and friendship, with the Word of God and prayer, and with works of charity. Lord, give us such a faith as this! 
And now the fear we will face when we copycat our Teacher and openly live lives of love and truth for him: If the master of the house was called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household! “Beelzebul” was the Jews’ name for the Devil, and surprisingly the Jewish leaders often accused Jesus of driving out demons by the power of Satan. This was of course completely wrong and unfair and even illogical: “How can Satan drive out Satan?” Clearly, Jesus did his miracles of mercy by his own power and out of his own loving heart as the Son of God. The Jewish leaders knew this deep down but they were so jealous of Jesus’ popularity and so strongly opposed the truth that people are saved by God’s free gift and not by their own works that they preposterously called him the Devil anyway and successfully slandered him in many people’s eyes. This same thing will happen to us, too, when we put on the helmet that we are forgiven and the breastplate that we are right with God because of Christ and take up the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, and go out proclaiming the truth about right and wrong and forgiving people their sins and doing all sorts of good to our neighbors. Surprisingly, we too will be slandered by others out of jealousy and spite and unbelief. They won’t just say we are mistaken or wrong or silly religious people or nerdy goody-two-shoes; they will say that we are evil and should be stopped. Even though all the evidence might show that Christians are good, law-abiding, charitable and peaceful citizens who see all races and cultures as people for whom Christ died, when we stand up for the marriage of one man and one woman, when we oppose sexual immorality and divorce and abortion and rioting and looting, when we proclaim that there is only one true God and one way truth and life in Jesus, some will call us demons to be cast out of society. 
We can already see that this is becoming a real threat as America and even Wausau, Wisconsin, becomes more and more a post-Christian culture that is leaving God and his Word behind them in the dust. We are tempted to just avoid talking about our Jesus and what he has taught us. Maybe you’ve become comfortable hiding away at home and having an excuse not to engage in real conversations with your coworkers and neighbors; I know in a lot of ways I have! No one wants to be called a devil, but Jesus calls us to follow in his footsteps anyway, without fear. So do not be afraid of them, he says, because there is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, and nothing hidden that will not be made known. In other words, let the world cover itself with a blanket of fake news - that they are their own masters, that they are the arbiters of right and wrong, that they don’t need Jesus or forgiveness, and that you and your religion are what’s wrong with the world. The day is coming soon when Jesus will pull the curtain back and whip that blanket off and reveal the truth that you trusted in the Right One and that whatever good you did for others, you did for him! This truth has already been whispered in your ears; proclaim it from the rooftops. Believe it, stand up, and do not be afraid to copy your Teacher! 
Trans: Finally, Jesus talks about one specific aspect of living as his forgiven servants, something that was part of his own earthly ministry that he has now handed off to us: the work of confessing him before others. 
II. To confess your Master 

Let’s ask a good Lutheran question: What does this mean? What does it mean to “confess Jesus before others”? If we take the word apart, we can see that it means “to fess up with someone else”; in other words, to admit and agree that what someone else says is true. For example, when we confess our sins before God, we are saying, “Yes, Lord, you are right when you say in your Word that I have sinned against you in my thoughts and my words and my deeds. I’m not going to argue with you anymore. I’m not going to try to justify what I’ve done. I admit that I am wrong and I’m sorry, Lord.” So, to confess Jesus before others, one is saying, “Yes, I believe that Jesus is who he says he is: the Son of God, the promised Messiah, my Savior from sin, death, and hell, your Savior from sin, death, and hell; he proved it by dying and rising again; he is the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through him.” 

This confession of Jesus is true; it is beautiful - we love it because it declares that we are saved from these bodies of sin and death and are rescued from this world of sin and death; it is the gospel, the ultimate good news that changes hearts and gives life and salvation to people who don’t have it. But it is also a confession that proclaims that all people are damned sinners who can do nothing to save themselves, that no works of ours can make up for our sins, that the only way out is to bow before Jesus’ cross, and to receive a cross of our own of self-denial and the struggle to do good and patiently wait for God’s promises, no longer to live a life pursuing self-actualization and taking what we want for our own earthly happiness. So we can see again that this kind of confession - the confession that Jesus is THE Savior, THE teacher, and THE master, and not WE - is a confession that will, at least at first, earn us the anger and hatred of the world. The truth does set them free, but first it will tick them off, because it strikes at the heart and at a person’s most prized possession - his pride, his downplaying of his sin, his exaggeration that he is good enough for God if there is a God, his belief that he is deserving of eternal life.
This is how it went for our Master Jesus: at first, his opponents were content to laugh him off and call him names, but when he struck at their pride and declared he is the Son of God whom THEY NEEDED in order to be saved, they hated him and wanted to kill him, which they did. Servants who follow in the Master’s footsteps and make the same confession he did will face the same - the world’s anger, hatred, and finally their sentence of death. We’re tempted to clam up, to hide, to be quiet, to not actively confess Jesus before others. When the world asks what we believe, we’re tempted to deny that we believe in Jesus, like Peter did, and for the same reasons Peter did: We’d prefer that people like us, we don’t want them to hate us, we’re afraid of what they might do to us. See, we too have pride that wants to be puffed up, and we too have a part of us that loves our life on this earth and makes that our goal and our god in place of the true God. 
But when we are tempted to deny Jesus and not confess him before others, our fear is misplaced. We’re fearing the wrong thing. We are afraid of the cat in front of us instead of the lion behind us; the cat can only scratch but the lion can devour. Jesus says, Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, fear the one who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell... Whoever denies me before others, I will also deny before my Father who is in heaven. Let us no longer fear the people of the world who might threaten our bodies and lives; when we do, we give them too much credit, respect that they don’t deserve. Instead, let us fear and trust in the true God, the one who really holds the power over our bodies and souls, and who will protect both from all harm and danger. 
Our Master Jesus IS like a lion compared to the world as a cat. In the words of CS Lewis, “Is he safe? No, no, he’s not safe. But he is good!” Since we know and believe in our hearts that Jesus is the all-powerful Judge and our all-forgiving Savior, let us open our mouths without fear and confess him like it! Don’t fall for the devil’s lie that Jesus is being a demanding tyrant when he sends us out like sheep among wolves to confess his name to the world. No, he is a Master who is a good shepherd to his servants and gives us the honor of being his ambassadors of love to the world: he goes with us, he guards and cares for us out there, he will not let anyone do us eternal harm, and if he allows our bodies to be killed it will only be to draw us to himself. And he values you and your confession of him like a parent loves and appreciates his own child: Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground without the knowledge and consent of your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all numbered. So do not be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows. 
We used to have two parakeets as pets at our house. They cost maybe ten bucks each, about equivalent to the small coin Jesus mentions here. Now we only have one parakeet. The other one got out of its cage and decided to play with the dog. That parakeet lost its head. But according to what Jesus says here, our heavenly Father even knew that cheap parakeet - when it was hatched, when it was sold, the number of days we enjoyed it, and when it met its demise. If God even values birds to some degree, how much do you think he values you, his created and redeemed and adopted child? He formed you in the womb. He knows your date of birth and date of death, and shepherds you every day in between. He sees your sins paid in full by Jesus’ blood; he sees you as a perfect and holy person robed in Jesus’ righteousness. He knows your weaknesses and your past denials; he forgives you all of them and makes your faith stronger. Jesus notices all the times you faithfully confess him; and he is proud of you. In fact, his plan is to boast about you on the last day, while everyone that persecuted you looks on in shame and surprise: Everyone who confesses me before others, I will also confess before my Father who is in heaven. 

I once had a master who didn’t really care about me. It was my first job as a teenager, I washed dishes at a local restaurant. She would waltz in and have one sided conversations with me just because she was bored. She would always think the tub water where the dirty silverware was soaking was too cold and replace it with scalding hot water without telling me so I would burn my hands. And one time I remember she came in eating out of a bag of hard caramel chews; she handed it to me and said, “Do you want these? They’re terrible!” How nice! It’s either give them to the lowly dishwasher or throw them straight in the garbage! Now, I’m exaggerating a little bit, but in truth, she didn’t shed any tears when I moved on to my next job; she didn’t even say goodbye or thank you and good luck; she probably hardly noticed I was gone. And I don’t hold it against her; I only bring it up to compare our earthly masters - and I’m sure you’ve had some just like her - with our Master Jesus. With him, Even the hairs of your head are all numbered. He loves you so much, he cares for you so closely, he knows that you used to have 30,000 but now only have 3000 because of your struggle against sin - and he’s going to give them all back to you. He knows how many hairs used to be a beautiful mahogany or striking blonde but are now getting duller by the year or have all turned grey because our bodies are subject to death. When we confess his name boldly before others and in their sinful anger and spite, separate our heads from our shoulders and put our bodies in the grave, he will know. And he will gather our soul to himself and put us all back together on the day he comes. As Martin Luther once said, “The world can take my head; my God will give me another one.” So do not be afraid - to confess your good Master. 
Were you afraid of the high dive at the pool during the summer? I was. But I learned. I learned the truth about the high dive. I learned the height wasn’t really going to kill me. I learned that that tummy-tickle going down was only temporary and was even kind of fun. I learned how to manage the risk - not to belly flop so it wouldn’t hurt, how to land in the water so I wouldn’t hit the bottom, how to swim to the ladder so I could do it all over again. 
Friends, our Teacher and Master calls us to follow in his footsteps, to copy him in our lives and confess him with our mouths. He reveals the truth about this business: the threats that aren’t real, the threats that do exist but are avoidable, the threats that can only harm us a little but will do no lasting damage - so we do not need to fear. Trust him; he’s been there - and he goes with us. So do not be afraid - to jump!
Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:  Merciful Father, hear us, your children, as we pray in the name of Jesus on behalf of all kinds of people for their many needs. 
M:
Faithful God, we are often fearful of our enemies and grow weary in our struggle to follow you in constant discipleship and loyal service.  But you have been our shield and our strength.  Give grace to your Church today that we may stand firm in the face of all opposition.  Let us never surrender again to the slavery of sin from which Christ has set us free.  Help us to endure the trials and temptations of this mortal life and live holy and righteous lives by the power of your Spirit.  Keep us faithful even to the point of death. Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
M
Faithful God, sanctify us by your Word and Spirit that we may continue in true belief and doctrine and boldly confess you before the world.  When this earthly life is ended, may we stand confidently before your throne and hear our Savior acknowledge that we are his and he is ours forever. Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
M:
Faithful God, we remember our leaders who serve and guide us in Jesus’ name.  Richly bless the pastor of our congregation and the teachers of our school, as well as all pastors, teachers, and church workers everywhere, that they may be faithful in their calling and exemplify Christ by an obedient life.  Raise up others who will follow after them in ministry and serve your kingdom in the years to come. Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
M:
Faithful God, look upon the many people among us and in the world who are afflicted in body, mind, and soul [especially __].  Grant healing to the sick according to your will, and give those who struggle the gift of peace.  Lead all to know and believe that your free gifts overflow to them in Christ - full forgiveness, a robe of righteousness, and a resurrection to eternal life.  The health and livelihood and stability of our nation and world is also presently suffering.  Work your good spiritual purpose out of the various evils that now trouble our society and grant us again times of peace and safety.  Lord, in Your mercy,
C:   hear our prayer.
M:   Faithful God, give courage to those near life’s end and comfort those who mourn [especially _____].  Like all the saints before who trusted in you and died in Christ, grant that the dying may cling to the Savior and be delivered with them into the glory of your eternal presence.  Uplift those who remain by the witness of your grace and their faith, so that we may continue to walk joyfully together in the hope of the day of resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
M:  All these things, Father, and everything else that we need, we ask that you grant us for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who died and rose and lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Hymn – 383 v. 1,2,4
    “Blessed Are They, Forever Blest”
Sing:  ♫  Blessed are they, forever blest, Whose guilt is pardoned by their God,

Whose sins with sorrow are confessed And covered with their Savior’s blood.

Meditate:  Blessed are they to whom the Lord Imputes not their iniquity.

They plead no merit or reward And not on works but grace rely.

Sing:  ♫  How glorious is that righteousness That hides and cancels all their sins,

While bright the evidence of grace Through all their lives appears and shines!

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.
CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING
M: …through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 
Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.


The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN — 549 v. 1,4,5
“Around the Throne, a Glorious Band”
Sing:   ♫  
Around the throne, a glorious band, The saints in countless numbers stand,
Of ev’ry tongue, redeemed to God, Arrayed in garments washed in blood.
Meditate:  “Worthy the Lamb, for sinners slain, Through endless years to live and reign;
You have redeemed us by your blood And made us kings and priests to God.”
Sing:   ♫  Oh, may we tread the sacred road That saints and holy martyrs trod,
Wage to the end the glorious strife, And win, like them, a crown of life.
Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.

__________________________________________________
NOTES and NEWS

Sincere thanks  to Shiloh Monday for leading our worship this weekend.
Pastoral services during vacation
Pastor Suckow will be on vacation July 3-12, in a location where cell phone coverage is spotty. In an emergency needing pastoral care, please call Pastor Jeff Mahnke or Pastor Walt Davidson of St. Peter, Schofield for assistance. The church number is: 715-359-2829; Pastor Mahnke’s cell phone is: 715-297-0132; and Pastor Davidson’s is: 715-574-2423.
Memorials
We thank Rick & Karen Leopold and Bill & Sue Unruh for their gifts given in memory of Orville Evanson.

We thank Carol Smith for her gift given in memory of her brother, Gordon Borchardt.

We thank friends of Valeria Baumann for their gifts given in her memory.

Blessed be their memories. Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.

Voters Meetings Mark your calendar for July 19 to review the 2020-21 budget and for August 2 to vote on the budget. Both meetings will follow the late service.

Pastor & Teacher Installations Pastor Suckow’s installation service will be on Sunday, July 19 at 2:00 PM. We invite you to attend this special worship service as you feel comfortable.

Mr. Lemke’s installation as the upper grades teacher at Our Savior’s School will be on Sunday, August 2 during the regular worship service.

Drive-through Lord’s Supper For those who are not yet comfortable with in-person worship and Holy Communion, we will offer another drive-through Lord's Supper distribution on Sunday, July 26 between the morning services, starting at 9:30 and ending at 10:15 am.
School cleaning begins July 27 Our annual deep cleaning of our school building will begin on Monday, July 27 and continue until we’ve finished. Please consider coming to help. It’s a big job!
Pantry Shower for Mr. Lemke Help us surprise and welcome Mr. Lemke by providing him with a stocked pantry. Please bring a gift card, cash or non-perishable food donation to church by Tuesday, July 7.

Telephone: Press “0” to leave a message

We’ve had several comments about the new phone system and having difficulties leaving a message. At the end of the initial greeting with options, wait for the option “To leave a message in our general mailbox, please press “0”.” You may also press “0” at any time during the greeting and the message will be left on the secretary’s office phone. (This is much faster than entering Marie’s last name.) 

Pastor Suckow will be on vacation July 3-12, but for future reference, his church phone extension is #119 and his cell phone is 715-302-4736.
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