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EvANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH




Pentecost 9 ~ July 30 & August 2, 2020
Opening Hymn – 545 v. 1,2 




“Send, O Lord, your Holy Spirit”
Sing: ♫  Send, O Lord, your Holy Spirit On your servants now, we pray;
Let them all be faithful shepherds That no lamb is led astray.
Your pure teaching to proclaim, To adore your holy name,
And to feed your lambs, dear Savior, Make their aim and sole endeavor.
♫  You, O Lord yourself have called them For your precious lambs to care;
But to prosper in their calling, They the Spirit’s gifts must share.
Grant them wisdom from above; Fill their hearts with holy love.
In their weakness, Lord be near them; In their prayers, Good Shepherd, hear them.
Text: German hymn, 19th century; tr. Frederick W. Herzberger, 1859–1930, alt.

Service of the Word 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:  And also with you.

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen.

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

C:  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues forever.

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him.

M:  Almighty God, you have committed to your Church the task of making disciples of all nations. Enlighten with your wisdom those who teach and those who learn, that, rejoicing in the knowledge of your truth, they may worship and serve you from generation to generation, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 C: Amen.
Old Testament Lesson  




Deuteronomy 11:1-7; 16-21 (EHV)
Love the Lord your God and always carry out his requirements, his statutes, his ordinances, and his commandments. Know this today! I am not addressing your children, who have not known and seen all these things: the discipline of the Lord your God; his greatness, his strong hand, and his outstretched arm; his signs and his deeds that he performed in Egypt against Pharaoh king of Egypt and against all his land; what he did to the army of Egypt and its horses and chariots; how he caused the water of the Red Sea to flow over their heads when they pursued you; how the Lord has destroyed them to this day; what he did for you in the wilderness until you came to this place; what he did to Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab son of Reuben; how the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them with their households, their tents, and every living thing that was at their feet, in the middle of all Israel. Know today it is your own eyes that have seen every deed that the Lord your God performed. Be careful, or your heart will be deceived and you will turn away and serve other gods and bow down to them.  Then the anger of the Lord will burn against you, and he will close up the heavens. There will be no rain, the ground will not produce crops, and you will perish quickly from the good land that the Lord is giving you. Put these words of mine in your hearts and in your soul, and tie them on your wrists as signs and as symbols on your forehead. Teach them to your children by talking about them when you sit in your house and when you travel on the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, so that your days and the days of your children may be many on the land that the Lord promised to your fathers with an oath, as many as the days that the heavens remain over the earth.
Epistle Lesson  


        




       II Timothy 3:14-17 (EHV)
As for you, continue in the things you have learned and about which you have become convinced. You know from whom[a] you learned them 15 and that from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God breathed[b] and is useful for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, and for training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be complete, well equipped for every good work.
Verse of the Day 
                
    




Proverbs 2:6 (NIV 84)
M:  Alleluia! The Lord gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. Alleluia! 
C:   Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia!

Gospel Lesson  







   Matthew 7:24-27 (EHV)
“Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on bedrock. 25 The rain came down, the rivers rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house. But it did not fall, because it was founded on bedrock. 26 Everyone who hears these words of mine but does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the rivers rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—it was completely destroyed.”
This is the Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn – 513 v. 1,2     




“Lord Jesus Christ, the Children’s Friend”

Sing:  ♫  Lord Jesus Christ, the children’s friend,
To each of them your presence send;
Call them by name and keep them true
In loving faith, dear Lord, to you.
♫  In Christian homes, Lord, let them be
Your blessing to their family;
Let Christian schools your work extend
In living truth as you intend.
 Text: Henry L. Lettermann, b. 1932, abr. © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

SERMON:   
A Responsive Homily on Wisdom    



     Proverbs 3:1-26

“My son, do not forget my teaching. Let your heart keep my commands, because they will add long days and many years to your life, and peace and prosperity will come to you.”

Who can afford to do this—make a promise that is guaranteed? Think: Bethlehem the birthplace of Christ, the cross of the suffering servant, the resurrection—all promised and all kept. If the Lord says his commands and his wisdom will prolong life and bring prosperity, it shall be so.

From a human vantage point, we know this is true. God says, do not murder, so do the laws of our nation. As we obey the laws of the Lord, we also obey the laws of the land and prevent punishment to ourselves. Peace and prosperity come to us.

But first and foremost, our reason to obey is that the Lord asks that of us. If he chooses to bless us as a result, so much the better.

“Do not allow mercy and truth to leave you. Fasten them around your neck. Write them on the tablet of your heart.” 

In another place, Moses wrote: “These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads,” (Deuteronomy 6:6-8).

Let’s not make the mistake of the Pharisees, who literally put little boxes with tiny scripture quotations inside—called phylacteries—into the turbans they wore, without turning the words into actions.  Whatever it takes for us to remember and apply the truths, that’s what we must do with the message of God.

“Then you will find favor and approval in the eyes of God and man.”

At the beginning of Job, there are a few words about his character: honest and upright, faithful to God. And we are told that “he was the greatest man among all the people of the East,” (1:1,3) Wouldn’t it awesome to have that reputation among your fellow man?

But did not God himself say, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil,” (1:8). What must it be like to have God honor you in this way?! Make the wisdom of God your delight, win a good name before men and God.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”

How many of you here today (please raise your hand) remember that Proverbs 3:5 is your Confirmation verse? What an excellent motto for decision-making, for strengthening the spiritual backbone, and so on. Let’s put all of the Word of God in our hearts and straighten our paths before Him.

“Do not consider yourself wise. Fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. Then your body will be healed, and your bones will be refreshed.”

The words “health to your body and nourishment to your bones” put me in mind of Psalm 32, a confession of David.

“When I kept silent, my bones wasted away…. My strength was sapped as in the heat of summer,” (vv 3,4) Why did David feel the presence of God in his very bones and flesh?

When Bathsheba became pregnant by his adultery, David hoped to hide it by bringing her husband Uriah home thinking he would “legitimize” the pregnancy. When that failed, he had Uriah murdered and took Bathsheba for himself. Yeah, he should have felt guilt—deep in his bones!

But Psalm 32 goes on to say, “Then I acknowledged my sin to you…. I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,’ and you forgave the guilt of my sin,” (v 5).

Sometimes we think it wiser to hide our sin and shame. While I’m not advocating that we share our ugliest secrets publicly—it is always wise to share them with God.

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits from your entire harvest. Then your barns will be filled to capacity, and your wine vats will overflow with fresh wine.”

How closely those match our Lord Jesus’ own words: “So do not worry, saying ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ But seek first [the Father’s] kingdom and his righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well,” (Matthew 6:31-33). Honor the Lord with your wealth and just watch what he will do, for you and for his kingdom.

 “Do not reject the Lord’s discipline, my son, and do not despise his warning, because the Lord warns the one he loves as a father warns a son with whom he is pleased.”

Just as our human parents punished us in love, wishing to see us become better people, so the Lord treats us as the objects of his great love. 

God took us with all our sins and shame and cleansed us in Christ. He accepted us with all that garbage and baggage, but he loves us too much to leave us in that pile of stinking filth. His discipline helps us to leave behind our sinful ways. His love is seeking to make us better.

“How blessed is the person who finds wisdom, the person who acquires understanding, because the profit it gives is better than the profit from silver, and its yield is better than gold! It is more valuable than gems, and nothing you desire can equal it.”

No question that recent stock market turmoil have caused us all to reconsider whether what we “put away for a rainy day” will be enough for even a minor shower. Hear Jesus’ word, “Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal,” (Matthew 6:20). That’s a safe investment.

In the chapter following, Solomon encouraged, “Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get understanding,” (4:7). Remember who said this. Solomon, whose kingdom was so blessed that silver was considered trash to be discarded. Solomon said,“Though it cost all you have, get wisdom.” Kind of puts in all in perspective doesn’t it?

“In its right hand are the days of a long life. In its left hand are riches and honor. Its ways are pleasant ways, and all its paths are peace.” 

Remember the old kids’ game? I have something in my hands, but you have to guess which one. Then we put them behind our backs. Guess wrong, of course, and you get nothing. Some slipped the gift into their back pocket so that no matter which hand you picked, it was empty, and you didn’t get anything.

This verse promises that both of God’s hands are full. You can’t guess wrong! And because God is generous, when we choose the right hand, he’ll give us the left-hand blessings anyway. What a great God!

“It is a tree of life for those who hold on to it. Those who cling to it are blessed.”

There was the tree of life in the Garden of Eden. Little is said of that tree, but seemingly, if Adam and Eve ate of that tree, they could live forever.

But, of course, they chose the other tree. They ate, brought in sin and death, and we have been suffering ever since. That’s the tree of death.

The cross is the tree of life. By experiencing our death there, Christ redeemed us from death. Not with gold or silver, but with his own precious blood (I Peter 1:19). Embrace the tree of his cross—the tree of life.

“The Lord founded the earth by wisdom. He established the heavens by understanding. By his knowledge the deep waters were divided, and the clouds drip dew.”

There is a wisdom of this world we call evolution. It’s too large a topic to delve into here, but simply keep these two things in mind:

First, what people consider wise today, will change. Sensible, rational people used to think that the continents were supported on the backs of very large turtles. What passes for wisdom today will change tomorrow.

Second, give God credit for being more powerful and smarter than you and I. If he says he put all things here through supernatural creation, well, he was there, and he knew what he did. So, his report is good enough for us.

By the way, here’s a purpose of Christian education. We do not hide from the theories of evolution, but, as with all human wisdom, we “take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ,” (II Corinthians 10:5). So, we stand human ideas next to the Word of God and see which comes forward. We cannot pretend to compete with public education, and the opportunities they can offer. What we can do, very differently, is keep Christ in the picture.

“My son, do not take your eyes off these things. Guard sound judgment and insight. They will be life for your soul and grace to adorn your neck.”

Do we wear crosses around our necks, or on a ring? So do movie stars and pop stars, and people who just want to be fashionable. Having the symbol of the cross as jewelry isn’t worthless, but it doesn’t make such a strong statement. Better that our beauty “should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. Instead, it should be that of your inner self,” (I Peter 3:3,4). Sound judgment and insight will be an ornament to bring glory to God.

“Then you will walk safely on your way, and your foot will not stumble. When you lie down, you will not be afraid. When you lie down, your sleep will be pleasant.”

Who wouldn’t like this: a life of such peace and security that our sleep is never anxious? It’s like the child sleeping on their father’s shoulder. They could be at a baseball game with a great deal of noise and commotion. But they have their safe place: their sleep is untroubled. Father’s in charge—life is good.

Your heavenly Father’s in charge. Do not be anxious. “But in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus,” (Philippians 4:6,7). Sleep. Sleep in heavenly peace.

“Do not be afraid of sudden terror, nor of the destruction of the wicked when it comes, because the Lord will be your confidence. He will keep your foot from being caught.”

Have no fear. The day of the Lord, spoken of often in Scriptures, will be a day of punishment and destruction for the wicked. It’s going to be a frightening spectacle! If we are keeping watch in the wisdom of God, we will be ready.

But if I have to keep watch and protect myself from wickedness by my power—woe is me! Therefore, this comfort is shared in the Scriptures: “In all things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.” (Romans 8:37). You are ready. The Lord is your confidence.

This is Christian education. We have the privilege of looking into the Word of God and finding these nuggets of truth that can benefit our lives. When we have this wisdom from God, let us do our best to pass it on. If we have confidence in God, let us make it available to others—from the youngest preschooler to the most ancient of Bible Class attendees. Let’s make it our chief goal that all should have this blessing. AMEN

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:  O Holy Spirit, may parents ever regard their children as precious gifts bestowed on us by our kind and loving heavenly Father.
C: Help us treat them always with love, tenderness and under-standing, and yet with firm guidance prompted by your Word.
M:  Fill all with the growing understanding of your Word so that we are able to give our youth the spiritual nourishment and discipline that will cause their faith to grow and their Christian lives to flourish.
C:  By our word and example may our young people ever be reminded of the love their Savior has for them, so that they may return that love for him.
M:  Care for the youth of our church in their individual needs and prosper all their God-pleasing activities.
C:  Guide them in the choice of their friends and keep them from ungodly companions who will pull them away from their Savior.
M:  Grant your blessings upon our Lutheran school as a place to bring up our youth in the training and instruction of the Lord. 
C:  Bless the teachers who give themselves to the task, bless our new teacher in his work, and grant all students a heart of respect for those who lead them to the Lord Jesus.
M:  As we reopen under the unusual circumstances of fighting disease transmission, keep all safe from physical harm.
C:  Grant patience to all school families as we work through the procedures that we intend to keep them from danger.
M:  Bless the sharing of the Word of Christ in all places and at all times, that faith may grow and your kingdom may come. And hear us on behalf of those for whom we pray…
Brief silence for prayer and personal meditation
M:  Share all good things with us, through Jesus, in whose name we also pray…
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Hymn – 508
                  



“Gracious Savior, Gentle Shepherd”
Sing:  ♫   Gracious Savior, gentle Shepherd,
Children all are dear to you;
May your loving arms enfold them
In your care their whole life through.
Gently tend and safely keep them
In your mercy strong and true.
Meditate: Tender Shepherd, never leave them,
Never let them go astray;
By your warning love directed,
May they walk the narrow way.
Thus direct them, thus defend them
Lest they fall an easy prey.
Sing:  ♫   By your holy Word instruct them;
Fill their minds with heav’nly light.
By your pow’rful grace convince them
Always to approve what’s right.
Let them feel your yoke is easy;
Let them find your burden light.
Meditate: Taught to love the holy praises
Which on earth your children sing,
With their lips and hearts, sincerely,
Glad thank off’rings may they bring,
Then with all the saints in glory
Join to praise their Lord and King.
Text: Jane E. Leeson, 1809–81, abr., adapt., alt.

CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING
M: …through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 
Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.


The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN —293    



“God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”
Sing:  ♫  God’s Word is our great heritage
And shall be ours forever;
To spread its light from age to age
Shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way;
In death it is our stay.
Lord, grant, while worlds endure,
We keep its teachings pure
Throughout all generations.
Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783–1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861–1925.

NOTES and NEWS

Forward in Christ  The August issue is available today!

Memorials & Gifts
We thank DuWayne & Shirley Marquardt for their gift to Our Savior’s School given in memory of their daughter-in-law, Beth Marquardt. Blessed be her memory.

We thank Our Savior’s Ladies’ Aid for their gifts to Our Savior’s Tuition Assistance Fund and to WELS Campus Ministry.

Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.
Voters Meeting

Voters meet today following the 10:30 service to vote on the 2020-21 budget. Please plan to attend.
Telephone: Press “0” to leave a message

To leave a message for Marie in the secretary’s office, press 0. For teachers, press 9 for the directory and enter the first three letters of their last names. For Pastor Suckow press 119 or call his cell phone: 715-302-4736.
Meeting Every Member 

As Pastor Suckow begins (continues) his ministry at Our Savior’s, he looks forward to meeting every member if possible. A visit can take place at home or at church, with or without a mask according to your preference. Our secretary, Marie, will be contacting members by phone or email to set up appointments which will take place on Mondays and Tuesdays from 3-7 PM. You may also call the church office to offer times that fit your schedule. Each visit will last no more than 40 minutes.
Calendar at a Glance:

Sun., Aug. 2
10:30 AM – Nathan Lemke’s Installation



11:30 AM – Voters’ Meeting to approve budget

Wed., Aug. 12
OS School Registration by appointment

Sun., Aug. 23
10:30 AM – School Opening Service

Mon., Aug. 24
7:45 AM – First Day of School

Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.
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