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Pentecost 10 ~ August 6 & 9, 2020
Opening Hymn –421 v. 1,2 “All Depends on Our Possessing”
Sing:   ♫   All depends on our possessing God’s abundant grace and blessing,

Though all earthly wealth depart.

They who trust with faith unshaken In their God are not forsaken

And e’er keep a dauntless heart.

He who to this day has fed me And to many joys has led me

Is and ever shall be mine.

He who ever gently schools me, He who daily guides and rules me,

Will remain my help divine.

Common Service 
M:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:
Amen.

M:
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C:   Amen.

M:
Let us pray.

O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your humble servants, who come to you in Jesus’ name. Teach us to always ask according to your will, so that we may never fail to receive the blessing you promise us through Jesus Christ. We pray now, in his name, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 C:
Amen.
First Lesson  








I Kings 3:5-12 (EHV)
The Lord offered King Solomon whatever he wanted. He was struck by his solemn, God-given responsibility and his own inability. So he sought the treasures of God’s kingdom by asking for a heart committed to the Lord, so that he might lead God’s people God’s way. To that blessing, God added all the things Solomon had not asked for as well.
The Lord appeared to Solomon in Gibeon in a dream at night. God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” 6 Solomon said, “You have shown great mercy and faithfulness to your servant, my father David, just as he walked before you in truth, righteousness, and uprightness of heart toward you. You have shown this great mercy and faithfulness to him and have given him a son who is seated on his throne to this very day. 7 O Lord my God, now you have made your servant king in the place of my father David, but I am a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And I, your servant, am among your people whom you have chosen, a great people, who cannot be counted or numbered because they are so many. 9 Now give to your servant a perceptive heart to judge your people, to distinguish between good and evil, for who is able to judge this great people of yours?” 10 In the eyes of the Lord, Solomon’s request was good. 11 So God said to him, “Because you have asked for this, and you have not asked for a long life, nor have you asked for riches, nor have you asked for the lives of your enemies, but you have asked for discernment to reach just verdicts, 12 therefore I will act according to your words. Yes, I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you before you, nor will anyone like you rise up after you.
Second Lesson  


               




        Romans 8:28-30 (EHV)
This is comforting gospel for unworthy sinners: Before he created us, God knew us and destined us to be his own. In this life he called us to faith by the gospel and justified us. If God has so carefully forged each link in the chain of our salvation, we can be sure he will not forget the final link: he will bring us to glory everlasting!
We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, for those who are called according to his purpose, 29 because those God foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, so that he would be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called. Those he called, he also justified. And those he justified, he also glorified.
Verse of the Day 
                         




   John 6:68 (NIV 84)
M:  Alleluia! Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia! 
C: Alleluia! 
Gospel Lesson  


         




    Matthew 13:44-52 (EHV)
“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid again. In his joy, he goes away and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls. 46 When he found one very valuable pearl, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When the net was filled, they pulled it onto the shore. They sat down and gathered the good fish into containers, but threw the bad ones away. 49 That is how it will be at the end of the world. The angels will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous who are among them. 50 And they will throw the wicked into the fiery furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 51 Jesus said to them, “Did you understand all these things?” They answered him, “Yes.” 52 He said to them, “Therefore every expert in the law who has been trained as a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his treasure both new things and old things.”
M:  This is the gospel of our Lord.

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn – 199 v. 1,2,7 “In Trembling Hands, Lord God, We Hold”
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In Trembling Hands, Lord God, We Hold
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6 “In trembling hands” —if it be so,
How can our hearts remain unstirred
While millions still in tatters go

Nor yet of wealth in Christ have heard?

Text:

7 In trembling hands, LLord God, we hold
Our heritage; now give us hands

That gladly share your heav’nly gold

With needy souls in many lands!

Tune: IN TREMBLING HANDS (LM) Martin Albrecht, 1909-93. © 1993 Martin Albrecht. All rights reserved.

Used by permission.

Werner H. Franzmann, 1905-96, abr., alt. © 1993 Werner H. Franzmann. All rights reserved. Used by permission.










SERMON:  

At What Price?





Matthew 13:44-50
My friends in Christ, who have all manner of messages to share: How would you best get across the idea of “danger”? If we accept the definition of British understatement, they would warn of danger by saying, “The current situation is not to our advantage.” On the other hand, the American expression might be, “Get out, you idiot!” Those are stereotypes, of course, but you can see that there are different ways to express the concept of “Danger!”

I think if we really wanted to punch home a warning, we probably accept that a blunt statement is more effective. In fact, we can dispense with words entirely, and rely on graphics to seize a person’s attention. Do you understand the graphic Mr. Yuck, the poison warning? The simple, hard-hitting approach might be best.

So it is at the conclusion of these parables, Jesus seeks to send a clear message of warning. When it comes to conveying God’s Judgment, he speaks of foul fish being tossed away, and then simply drops off with: “there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” He then asks, “Do you understand this?” “Did the message come across clearly enough?” The disciples say, “Yah!”

Times and circumstances may demand different approaches. But this time, Jesus is very blunt. When it comes to The End, this time he doesn’t encourage us with a hopeful scene of heavenly glory. He drops the bomb of a fiery furnace and gnashing of teeth.

That situation would not be to our advantage. In fact, we would probably try to avoid it “at all costs.” But even “at all costs”, expects clarification. “At what price?” Jesus’ series of parables helps us to define the prices we might pay.

Let’s take the warning parable first. Assuming that we don’t want the fiery furnace, at what price will you protect yourself from God’s judgment?

Many in this world are hoping against hope that there isn’t one. But judgment happens all the time. Fishermen choose when to keep and when to toss one back. Every year your boss decides whether you have measured up and whether the company will keep you or is concerned enough that you have to be terminated. If you work in retail, every customer judges whether the product you offer is worthy of more than the shop down the street.

Judgment is a constant feature of human existence. How blindly foolish to think that the end of human existence would happen without a judgment!

Thus, both in direct statement, and in this parable about the catch of fish, Jesus warns that we will be evaluated. Good fish are separated from foul fish, the wicked are separated from righteous. God’s judgment will happen!

In another foolish hope, some in this world are expecting to get through on less than perfection. Maybe God or his angels won’t notice a minor flaw.

Even when there are so many to be separated, the angels are not going to get sloppy and accidently toss people in the wrong pile. “I’ll use a few righteous people as my human shields and slip by underneath.” Or the alternate fear: “What if I’m supposed to go to heaven, but they don’t notice me in the midst of the mess?”

When it speaks of angels separating wicked from righteous it’s from “the righteous who are among them.” The Greek term is “in the middle of them.” If you think about a net-full of slimy, slippery fish, and the ones in the middle; getting the exact one is a hard task. You reach in and the one you’re aiming at slides away. Back into the middle you go and another good one slips underneath the bad and you can’t find it anymore.

These are angels! They always do God’s will perfectly. They’ll take the time to get it right. Judgment Day begins eternity, so, they have years and years to figure it out if they need it. 

And how will they know the foul from the fair? “Just pick ones that are like us—sinless in every way.” The angels know what they are doing! They are careful, they have precise criteria, they will get the correct ones into heaven and the bad will be tossed aside for burning.

So, now we’re back to the concern that the angel’s criteria will catch us. If they’re looking for holy ones like themselves, that puts us in a tough spot. I don’t measure up. We don’t measure up. Perfection is not our best hope for skating through. Danger!

Except that we are justified. We foul fish don’t have to miraculously hide our uncleanness. We don’t have to make ourselves righteous. That has happened already. How? God said so—and it was so!

In teaching confirmation in Our Savior’s school this past year, I noticed a unique habit in those kids. Whenever I used the word “justify”, they would pound their tables with their fist. After a couple of times, I asked what they were doing.

Along the way, they had been taught that habit to illustrate what “justify” really meant. It’s a legal action. At the end of a trial, the judge bangs his gavel and says, “Guilty!” or more preferably, “Not guilty.” God has banged his gavel over believers and declared, “Not guilty!” You are a cleansed fish gathered into containers for transport to blessing.

At what price? “No price is demanded; the Savior is here. Redemption is purchased, salvation is free!” (TLH 278). Well, free for me, and free for you. The price has been paid by another. Peter rejoices: “you were redeemed from your empty way of life…not with things that pass away, such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ,” (I Peter 1:18,19). The price to escape judgment is the blood of Christ poured out on the cross.

At what price will you protect yourself from God’s judgment? The price is for Jesus to pay, and he has said, “It is finished! Tetelestai! Paid in full.” You’re going to heaven, and you don’t have to pay for it. No danger anymore.

But that leaves two more parables about people paying the price: a landowner who buys a field, and a merchant who buys a precious pearl. If Christ paid, what are we paying for?

It’s been often said, “Salvation is free, but it ain’t cheap!” It’s a giveaway to us from God’s grace, but that doesn’t mean we have nothing to do. At what price will you gain God’s blessings?

In the first parable, we find a man who is wandering in a field, and essentially, he stumbles upon a treasure. He wasn’t looking. It just happened to come to his attention. What will he do to get that treasure for himself? He’s going to hide it again, then “in his joy, he goes away and sells all that he has and buys that field.” Then, he has the treasure to enjoy. While it was in the field, he knew about it, but couldn’t yet have it. It cost him everything to get it.

Was the treasure really hidden? Think of how many times people have walked past a quarter on the ground before someone notices it and picks it up? My wife and I will be walking from our tee shot to our ball and see someone else’s golf ball just lying there in the grass. We look around and wonder who could have lost this one. It’s so obvious to us but they didn’t see it.

In the second parable a merchant is looking for a treasure. He’s seeking it but doesn’t know that this is the day he will find it. It’s there, but he just hasn’t found it yet. One day he comes across “one very valuable pearl,” and “he went and sold all that he had and bought it.” When each day began, however, the treasure was still unseen.

God’s grace in Christ, the treasure of the kingdom of heaven, is there for anyone, but many just don’t see it. God hasn’t been hiding. Yet many don’t find him.

One Christian song speaks of a “God-shaped hole in my heart.” I like how it points out for us that we know there’s something missing in our lives. But initially, we don’t know what it is. Yet we have this nagging feeling that we need to find that something. That is a biblical truth, more commonly known as conscience.

St. Paul spoke similarly to the people of Athens, when he said, “From one man, he made every nation of mankind…. He determined the appointed times and the boundaries where they would live. He did this so they would seek God and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us,” (Acts 17:26,27). God glistens like a quarter on the ground, so that we notice him. He provides sunshine and rain for the righteous and the unrighteous, so that we notice him. He provides us a place to live, so that we notice him. He’s hiding in plain sight! The treasure is there for us to find! Will we notice him?

Then, if we find him, how far will we go to gain his blessings? Will I walk “way over there” to pick up that quarter? A high-quality golf ball will run you 6 bucks a piece, we find that worth going over to pick up. In total effort the cost is minimal, but those treasures are worth the cost. Protection from Judgment, the treasures of heaven: at what price will we gain those treasures?

I’ve noted Solomon’s advice a couple times in sermons, but here are the passages: From Proverbs 4, “Give up everything you have, in order to gain Understanding,” (v 7). And from II Chronicles, “In Jerusalem the king made silver and gold as plentiful as ordinary stones,” (1:15) or from I Kings, “All of Solomon’s drinking vessels were gold, and all of the utensils in (his house)…were pure gold. No silver was used, because it was considered of little value in Solomon’s days,” (10:21). I’m not going to toss away true silver, because it’s too valuable. But the man wealthy enough to do without silver, said, “Give up everything.” The landowner sold everything for the field. The merchant sold everything for the pearl.

At what price? We don’t have to do much at all. St. Paul wrote: “Faith comes from hearing the message,” (Romans 10:17). What effort does God ask of us to hear the message? We don’t even have to make ourselves believe it. God says he’ll take care of that. Christ told his disciples, “You did not choose me, but I chose you,” (John 15:16). God tells us, “No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit,” (I Corinthians 12:3).

Nobody can believe for you. Nobody can hear God’s message for you. You are responsible. The God-shaped hole in our heart needs filling—and we are to be looking. There is a “doing” or cost involved. But God says he’ll make the faith happen. The treasure is waiting. He’ll give you the strength to pick it up.

At what cost? That’s free! AMEN

Responsive PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:  Our Savior Jesus Christ, your Word assures us that you want to take us to heaven to be with you in that perfect and glorious life.
C:  We long for the day when our conflict with sin will be over, when the enemies of righteousness will no longer tempt us with the “treasures of earth”.
M:  Our Savior, you are the reason that we can hope for and plan for heaven.
C:  We have no righteousness of our own to make us worthy of everlasting life, but we know that through you God forgives our sins and declares us righteous.
M:  While we live in this world, constantly remind us that our treasure is not here, but in heaven with you.
C:  Until the day comes when we enjoy your blessings most fully, give us patience and strength to bear up under all things that test our faith.
M:  When you allow challenges to us physically, grant us healing, according to your will.
C:  When you allow challenges to us spiritually, give us a firm grasp of the treasures we have in the gospel.
M:  When we are tempted to sacrifice those treasures for some sort of temporary gain, remind us again of the great value your gospel has, so that our enthusiasm for your Word is revived and we cling to it forever.
C:  Bring us peace, and bless these people for whom we pray...
Brief silence for personal petitions and meditation
M:  Now also, Lord Jesus Christ, hear our prayer....
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT

M:
The Lord be with you.

C:
And also with you.

M:
Lift up your hearts.

C:
We lift them up unto the Lord.

M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

C:
It is good and right so to do.

M:
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

C:
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:
Amen.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us and grant us your peace. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN – 386 v. 1,4-6

Sing:  1  Now I have found the firm foundation Which holds my life forever sure;

’Twas laid before the world’s creation In Christ my Savior’s wounds secure,

Foundation which unmoved shall stay When heav’n and earth will pass away.

Sing:  4  O depth of love, to me revealing The sea where my sins disappear!

In Christ my wounds find perfect healing; There is no condemnation here!

For Jesus’ blood through earth and skies Forever “Mercy! Mercy!” cries.

Meditate: 5  Let mercy cause me to be willing To bear my lot and not to fret.

While he my restless heart is stilling, May I this mercy not forget!

Whatever comes my heart to test, His mercy is my only rest.

 Sing:  6  Lord, I will stand on this foundation As long as I on earth remain;

This will engage my meditation While I the breath of life retain.

And then, when face to face with you, I’ll sing your mercy great and true.

Text: Johann A. Rothe, 1688–1758, abr.; tr. composite.

THANKSGIVING

C:
Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your word. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel.

M:
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

M:
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:
Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN — 477 v. 1,4
      “What Is the World to Me” 
♫  What is the world to me With all its vaunted pleasure

When you, and you alone, Lord Jesus, are my treasure!

You only, dearest Lord, My soul’s delight shall be;

You are my peace, my rest. What is the world to me!

♫  What is the world to me! My Jesus is my treasure,

My life, my health, my wealth, My friend, my love, my pleasure,

My joy, my crown, my all, My bliss eternally.

Once more then I declare: What is the world to me!

Text: Georg M. Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732, abr.; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.

NOTES and NEWS

Drive-through Lord’s Supper
For those who are not comfortable with in-person worship and Holy Communion, we will offer another drive-through Lord's Supper distribution on Sunday, August 30 between the morning services, starting at 9:30 ending at 10:15 am.
Forward in Christ  The August issue is available today!
Memorials & Gifts
We thank Michael & Lois Fasse for their gifts to Our Savior’s School given in memory of Lloyd Grande, brother-in-law of Gene Bluhm, and in memory of Keith Schulrud. Blessed be their memories. Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.

Telephone: Press “0” to leave a message

To leave a message for Marie in the secretary’s office, press 0. 

For teachers, press 9 for the directory and enter the first three letters of their last names.

For Pastor Suckow press 119 or call his cell phone: 715-302-4736.
Meeting Every Member 

As Pastor Suckow begins (continues) his ministry at Our Savior’s, he looks forward to meeting every member if possible. A visit can take place at home or at church, with or without a mask according to your preference. Our secretary, Marie, will be contacting members by phone or email to set up appointments which will take place on Mondays and Tuesdays from 3-7 PM. You may also call the church office to offer times that fit your schedule. Each visit will last no more than 40 minutes.
Packing Clothing for Northside Ministries
The ladies will pack up the clothing donations for Northside Ministries on Wednesday, Aug. 19, beginning at 9:30 AM. Many thanks for all of your donations!

Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.
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