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EvANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH




Pentecost 12 ~ August 20 & 23, 2020
Opening Hymn –510 

“I Pray You, Dear Lord Jesus”
Sing:   ♫   I pray you, dear Lord Jesus, My heart to keep and train
That I your holy temple From youth to age remain.
Oh, turn my thoughts forever From worldly wisdom’s lore;
If I but learn to know you, I shall not want for more.
Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634–1703, abr.; tr. Norman A. Madson, 1886–1962, alt.

Call to Worship

 


Proverbs 2
M:  My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure,
C: Then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.
M:  For the Lord gives wisdom:
C:  From his mouth come knowledge and understanding.
M:  He holds victory in store for the upright,
C:  He is a shield to those whose walk is blameless.
Confession and Absolution 
C:  Lord, I know that not only was I born sinful, but also that I daily sin against you--even more than I realize. I know that I deserve your punishment now and always. Yet, please consider me forgiven because of Jesus. I trust in him as your Son and my Savior. By the guidance of your word and the power of your Spirit, help me to live in thanks and to your glory.
M: Hear the Word of our Lord: “The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever. He does not treat us as our sins deserve nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him,” (Psalm 103:8-11). It is my privilege, as your called servant, to assure you that as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us (v 12). In Christ Jesus, you are forgiven.
C:  Amen
M:  Let us pray:
Lord Jesus, you have shown mercy and through the Spirit you grant faith to all ages, but you have especially directed us to imitate the faith of little children who trust you wholeheartedly. Increase our confidence in your salvation, for you live and reign with God the Father, and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Old Testament Lesson     






 Isaiah 55:1-11 (EHV)
Hey, all of you who are thirsty, come to the water, even if you have no money! Come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. Why do you spend money on something that is not bread? Why do you waste your labor on something that does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good. Satisfy your appetite with rich food. Turn your ear toward me, and come to me. Listen, so that you may continue to live. Yes, I will make an everlasting covenant with you, the faithful mercies promised to David. Look, I appointed him as a witness for peoples, a leader and commander of peoples. Look, you will call out to a nation you do not know, and a nation that does not know you will run to you, on account of the Lord your God, because of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. Seek the Lord while he may be found! Call on him while he is near! Let the wicked man abandon his way. Let an evil man abandon his thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord, and he will show him mercy. Let him turn to our God, because he will abundantly pardon. Certainly my plans are not your plans, and your ways are not my ways, declares the Lord. Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, and my plans are higher than your plans. Just as the rain and the snow come down from the sky and do not return there unless they first water the earth, make it give birth, and cause it to sprout, so that it gives seed to the sower and bread to the eater, in the same way my word that goes out from my mouth will not return to me empty. Rather, it will accomplish whatever I please, and it will succeed in the purpose for which I sent it.
Psalm (spoken)








Psalm 78:1-7 (NIV 84)
M:  O my people, hear my teaching;
C:  Listen to the words of my mouth.
M:  I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter hidden things, things from of old—
C:  What we have heard and known, what our fathers have told us.
M:  We will not hide them from their children;
C:  We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he has done.
M:  He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel,
C:  Which he commanded our forefathers to teach their children,
M:  So the next generation would know them, even the children yet to be born,
C:  And they in turn would tell their children.
M:  Then they would put their trust in God
C:  And would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands.
Gospel Lesson  


         





Mark 10:13-16 (EHV)
Some people began bringing little children to Jesus so that he would touch them. But the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said, “Let the little children come to me! Do not hinder them, because the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Amen I tell you: Whoever will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took the little children in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.
Hymn –508 






“Gracious Savior, Gentle Shepherd”

Sing:   ♫  Gracious Savior, gentle Shepherd, Children all are dear to you;
May your loving arms enfold them In your care their whole life through.
Gently tend and safely keep them In your mercy strong and true.
Meditate:   Tender Shepherd, never leave them, Never let them go astray;
By your warning love directed, May they walk the narrow way.
Thus direct them, thus defend them Lest they fall an easy prey.
Sing:   ♫  By your holy Word instruct them; Fill their minds with heav’nly light.
By your pow’rful grace convince them Always to approve what’s right.
Let them feel your yoke is easy; Let them find your burden light. 
Text: Jane E. Leeson, 1809–81, abr., adapt., alt.

SERMON  




  




Psalm 78:5-8 (EHV)
He set up testimony for Jacob. In Israel he established the law. He commanded our fathers to make it known to their children. Then the next generation would know it, even the children not yet born. They would rise up and tell their children. Then they would put their confidence in God, and they would not forget the deeds of God, but they would keep his commands. Then they would not be like their fathers, a stubborn, rebellious generation, a generation that did not keep their hearts steadfast, whose spirits were not faithful to God.
Christian Education Is Not a “Frill”
I don’t get to fly as much now, but in my high school and college days, just to get to a WELS school, I would by flying several times a year. For a while you were treated well, spacious seats and tolerable meals. No one was going to accuse any airline of gourmet food, but they gave you a full meal—and a snack! Now you’re lucky to get a bag of pretzels. Plus, every seat knocks against (slide)  my knees—and is right next to the engine! It’s a “no frills” approach. Cut costs by eliminating anything that seemed luxurious.

Or course, it’s not just airlines. Job losses and stock-market downturns are increasing the “store brands” and generics in our shopping carts. Less filet mignon (as if ever!) and more ground beef. While we wait for a “healthy economy” to have an impact on our income and wages, many of us are interested in the “no frills” approach.

With this “no frills” climate so prevalent, it comes as no surprise that there are many who call Christian education a “luxury”, something that might just as well be dispensed with for the good of a congregation in general, and for the individual’s pocketbook in particular.

However, the Psalm of the day presents an entirely different viewpoint. In fact, the Word of God points out that Christian education is not a frill because it is divinely decreed, it satisfies basic needs, and yields great proceeds.

Asaph, the author of Psalm 78, was a servant of God who lived around 1000 B.C. He states: “In Israel (the Lord) established the law. (slide) He commanded our fathers to make it known to their children. Then the next generation would know it, even the children not yet born.” Asaph reminded his fellow Israelites that the words of God were not to be hoarded by one generation but were to be generously shared with each new generation. Christian education is divinely decreed!

In the Old Testament, we find Hannah bringing her son, Samuel, to the temple for spiritual instruction; Moses learning from his mother that he was one of God’s chosen people; and Joash, king of Judah, receiving thorough religious instruction from Jehoida, the priest. Not just children benefited from sacred teaching, however. For example, Ruth learned from her mother-in-law Naomi; and Esther (slide) was strengthened in her faith by her cousin Mordecai.

In the New Testament, we have the example of Timothy trained by his mother and grandmother, and, of course, our Lord being brought to the temple by Joseph and Mary. Then there were those, in our gospel lesson, who brought their little children to Jesus. There is plenty of evidence that people have been following this divine decree.

Are the examples of obedience as obvious today? After all, this divine directive to educate in the knowledge of the Lord’s will is just as much in force now as ever. Our God states in Proverbs 22:6, (slide) “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it,” (NIV 84). First and foremost, our Lord’s directive to provide Christian understanding is addressed to Christian parents, for they are specifically entrusted with the care and welfare of their children. So, a Christian father and mother will teach their children from a very early age about sin, about Jesus’ forgiveness and love, about living one’s life to God’s glory, and about talking heart-to-heart with God in prayer.

But this divine decree to provide godly training is directed to all Christians. The psalm speaks in the much more general “we”. And we, as a group, have responded to this responsibility by providing formal gospel education through Sunday Schools, Lutheran grade schools, high schools and colleges, adult Bible classes and the like.

Somewhat unique in the experience among congregations providing full-time Christian schooling, is how at the beginning Our Savior’s used a school building for church, rather than the other way around. For many the thought is to establish the congregation and its building, then add on an education wing later. It’s a measure of God’s grace that it’s somewhat hard to tell at Our Savior’s which came first.

No matter when they start, these institutions cost. There is a cost in supplying the facility, the books and the (slide) desks, the technologies. There is a cost in man-hours spent cleaning; driving to Beaver Dam to get more desks; teacher-hours in prepping lessons; and for planning a healthy environment in these times. 

In recent years money was spent in security measures: a camera to watch the main entrance; a door lock that requires a person inside to allow visitors. Just two weeks ago almost $5,000 was spent to protect a good share of the windows from breaking and entering.

And a cost we haven’t mentioned—tuition! Yet many parents are saying, “This is not a frill”, not a dispensable expense. They are willing to forego certain luxuries for the sake of fulfilling God’s decree to educate people in his word. A person burning with love for his Savior would not easily call Christian education a “frill”. God’s decree prevents us from treating it so flippantly.

Yet not the decree alone, there are other reasons to encourage and provide Christian education. The psalmist continues, “Then they would put their confidence in God, and they would not forget the deeds of God, but they would keep his commands. Then they would not be like their fathers, a stubborn, rebellious generation, a generation that did not keep their hearts steadfast, whose spirits were not faithful to God.” These words direct us to our second thought: Christian instruction is not a frill because it satisfies basic needs.

Human beings have several needs which have to be satisfied. Among physical needs a partial list reads: air, water, food, shelter, freedom from pain, sleep. In the spiritual realm the needs can be summarized in three questions: “Where did I come from? (slide)  Why am I here? Where am I going?”

Christian knowledge provides answers to these questions, and to other spiritual problems. 

A Christ-centered study of the word points out that man is a creature, responsible to his Creator. Man is not a product of random chance, a speck of meaningless dust floating about in the nothingness of space.

Secondly, man is a fallen creature, alienated from his Creator. The first of the human race, Adam and Eve, fractured the bond of love and obedience which existed between God and mankind. They deliberately chose what was contrary to God’s wishes. Since all human beings have descended from that pair, we, too, in our sinful nature are antagonistic towards God and all that he stands for.

Thirdly, a Christian curriculum points out that a human being is unable to extract him- or her-self from this sinful predicament. Man is on the outs with God on two accounts: He has inherited that sinful nature from his parents; and he daily commits acts which are opposite of what God wants. Watch us lie. Watch us speak hurtfully. Watch us cheat and watch us defend sinful attitudes as just “who I am”. Where did I come from? I came from sinful parents who condemned me to a life of disobedience to God.

But where am I going? God in grace took on man’s problem and solved it. He sent his Son Jesus to live a perfect life of love, service and gentle words. Then he died in payment for our failures and deliberate disobedience. Jesus did these things to cancel the debt of sin which all the world owed to God and to restore harmony between God and man. So, now we can enter God’s heavenly home. That’s where we’re going because of Jesus.

Why am I here? Christian scholarship shares these truths: that a person who trusts in Jesus will use this earthly existence to serve his Lord and his fellow creatures; that one who knows his Savior, Jesus, will be sharing the gospel with those who don’t know it yet. Why am I here? To educate others in the grace of God. Christian education which prepares us for that can hardly be called frivolous, a frill.

Since Christian training satisfies man’s basic spiritual needs, it yields great proceeds. The psalmist again reminds us, “Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands.”

Children who have been nurtured in Jesus’ word will reflect their love for their Savior by being obedient to their parents and superiors, by developing their talents to their fullest, by assuming responsibility, by being trustworthy, and, in general, (slide) being sources of great joy and happiness to their parents. Children who have grown up learning about their Savior and who continue in the love of Christ as adults will be faithful spouses, loving parents to their own children, reliable employees, upright citizens, and strong leaders and supporters of the Lord’s work in the church.

These are the practical benefits of a Christian school. Change society? Not all at once, but rather than simply complain how the world is heading to the dumpster, take a chance on Christian education. It won’t be perfect, churning out perfect models of Christian behavior. We have too much real-life experience to say that. But God’s promise is that his word will accomplish what he wants in people’s lives. And best of all, Jesus-minded people will swell the census roll of heaven. Indeed, the dividends of Christian training certainly make it a wise investment.

Since Christian education has such value, each Christian, whether having children or not, whether young or old, whether blessed with many materials goods or few, will want to lend support to all levels—here in your own congregation, to Northland, to the college and seminary of your synod. You can aid and maintain Christian schools with your heartfelt prayers (as we will just a little later in the service). But won’t you please add Our Savior’s school (slide) to your personal prayer list?

You can assist with earnest words of encouragement to the staff. Chances are good, that someone in this congregation helped you in your spiritual growth as a teacher, or a teacher of your children. Take a moment to thank them for their dedication. Do it today. And do it again next week. That will do wonders for the individual whom you thank and benefit all Christian training as teachers go back in with renewed knowledge that positive support is behind their efforts. 

And don’t forget to step in with financial gifts which reflect sacrifice. Your offerings are not just a compliment to the faculty, they are the means by which training happens.

Jesus bought each and every one of us a free admission ticket into heaven by giving up his life on the cross. That was hardly an expendable “frill” in God’s great plan for humankind. Is it possible to call instruction which is centered on and dedicated to Jesus a frill? Because it is divinely decreed, satisfies basic needs, and yields great proceeds, there’s too much to be gained, for us to be giving it up. Give it your all. AMEN

Prayer of Thanksgiving
M: God of grace and mercy, on this day we reflect on the many blessings you have given to your church through Christian education as today Our Savior’s Lutheran School begins anew another year of sharing grace. When we survey the past, we must exclaim: How undeserving we are of all your blessings! We confess our guilt for habitually bending and breaking your will. At times, we have even hurt our brothers and sisters in faith. Indeed, if left to our own devices we would certainly bring the work of your church to ruin.
C:  But you are a God of grace, who reaches out to troubled souls with the news of Jesus’ life and death and resurrection. Our Savior’s school was begun to serve as a beacon of your grace for the young people of our churches. You have graciously allowed the ministry of this school to serve a vital role in sharing the light of your forgiving Word.
M:  On this day, we are thankful for the countless hours of volunteer labor, the tireless prayers and generous financial offerings that have been given on behalf of Our Savior’s school.
C: We are grateful for the faithful faculty and staff who have served this school in the past. And we are encouraged by many students who have benefited from the thorough, Christ-centered education that this school provides.
M: But we resist the temptation to glory in our own sacrifices or accomplishments. You, Lord, are the source of all good gifts, both material and spiritual.
C: By your gospel, continue to move hearts to support the mission of assisting families in discipling young people.
M: Lord, you were our strength when our spirits were weak; you supplied courage when the future looked bleak. The endurance and success of this Christian institution are a tribute to your grace. 
C:  The lessons of history are humbling, and we learn to exalt your name alone. Help us constantly to reflect a Christ-like attitude of humility in all we say and do.
M:  We echo these words of Solomon, who said:
C: “…not one word has failed of all the good promises you have given…may the LORD our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us or forsake us.”
M: Today, we look forward to a new year of your grace upon your ministries. As we enter this year, renew us to work with the same zeal and enthusiasm that marked the beginning years of Our Savior’s existence.
C:  We commend Our Savior’s Lutheran School to your care. 
M: In concern for others, we bring our petitions to you for these people…
Brief silence for personal prayer and meditation
M: By your grace, hear all our prayers, even as we join to pray...
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Hymn – 293
                 
    




  “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”

♫       God’s Word is our great heritage, And shall be ours forever.
To spread its light from age to age Shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way, In death it is our stay.
Lord, grant while worlds endure, We keep its teachings pure
Throughout all generations.
Meditate:  Through years gone by, God’s holy word Has guided and sustained us.
Its light has brought us to the Lord And in His ways maintained us.
With gracious words of truth This Word has trained our youth,
And through the years gone by Has taught us to rely
On God for every blessing.
♫       Today this Word still guides our way And keeps us with our Savior.
Whatever good we have today, Whatever grace or favor,
Comes by His grace alone, As His pure Word has shown.
The knowledge of his truth, Implanted in our youth,
Will bring increasing blessing.
Meditate:  Now as we look to years to come Our future lies with Jesus.
We trust in His pure Word alone; His Word will not mislead us.
His blessing He will pour Upon us evermore,
As we His Word retain And in His ways remain.
Lord, grant us this great blessing.
Text: verse 1, Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783–1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861–1925. Additional verses, anonymous.

CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING
M: …through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 
Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.


The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN — 621  “For Years on Years of Matchless Grace”

Meditate:  For years on years of matchless grace
We come, O God, before your face;
Your undeser-ved love and care
Rouse us to praise and stir to prayer.
♫  For many schools our thanks we pay,
The schools that teach the young your way,
The school that train a ministry
Who want your will their will to be.
Meditate:  Lord, keep us steadfast, keep us true;
Give zeal your glorious work to do.
Until we join in heaven’s song,
Your boundless grace to us prolong!
Text: Werner H. Franzmann, 1905–96, abr., alt. © 1993 Werner H. Franzmann. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NOTES and NEWS

Drive-through Lord’s Supper
For those who are not comfortable with in-person worship and Holy Communion, we will offer another drive-through Lord's Supper distribution on Sunday, August 30 between the morning services, starting at 9:30 ending at 10:15 am.
Meditations & Forward in Christ  Pick up the latest issues today!

Memorials & Gifts

We thank Mark & Beth Krohn for their gift to the Vision fund given in memory of Beth Marquardt, daughter-in-law of DuWayne and Shirley Marquardt, Jeannie Steinbrecher, sister of Debbie Sulko, and Jack McCune, nephew of Charles & Diann Newby. 

We thank Bill & Sue Unruh for their gift given to the Vision fund in memory of Beth Marquardt and Jeannie Steinbrecher.

Blessed be their memories. Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.

Meeting Every Member 

As Pastor Suckow continues his ministry at Our Savior’s, he looks forward to meeting every member if possible. The visit can take place at your home or at church according to your preference. Please contact us by phone or email to set up an appointment. Pastor Suckow has set aside Mondays and Tuesdays from 3-7 PM. Each visit will last around 40 minutes.
Calendar at a Glance

Mondays & Tuesdays
3-8 PM 

“Meet Every Member” Visits

Mon., Aug. 24

7:45 AM
OSS Classes begin




7:00 PM
Council teleconference

Sun., Aug. 30
         9:30-10:15 AM
Drive-thru Communion

Service Opportunity in Cedar Rapids, IA

Volunteer Work Weekend (work continues into next week also)
Friday, August 21 - Sunday, August 23
 
Christian Aid & Relief, along with the pastor and members of Good Shepherd, Cedar Rapids, is organizing another work weekend, this coming Friday, August 21 - Sunday August 23. If you can help this weekend or into next week, please contact Laura King. If you have availability to work August 23-26 work will be ongoing.
 
Start time: 9:00 a.m. or when you arrive!
 
Location: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and School
2900 42nd St NE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402
 
What to Bring:
Work shoes, sunscreen, mosquito spray, gloves, masks optional
Health insurance card to have on hand in case of emergency
Smiles and servant hearts!
 
If you have room in your vehicle:
Wheelbarrow, rake, chainsaw (including chaps, gloves, hardhat and face shield)
Work to be accomplished: Tree and debris removal, yard cleanup
 
WORK AT YOUR OWN PACE AND ABILITY
 
Lunch and dinner provided. Snacks, water, and energy drinks available all day
 
To sign up, or for more information, contact:
Laura King 608-855-0185
Elizabeth Zambo 920-723-8021
 
Thanking God for the volunteers that came and worked to help members, neighbors, and strangers put their yards back in order up until now! What a blessing you are to those in need. Thank you for your service!
 
Galatians 6:10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.
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