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Pentecost 13 ~ August 27 & 30, 2020
Opening Hymn – 413      When in the Hour of Utmost Need
Sing:          When in the hour of utmost need We know not where to look for aid,
When days and night of anxious thought Nor help nor counsel yet have brought.
Then is our comfort this alone That we may meet before your throne;
To you, O faithful God, we cry For rescue in our misery.
Meditate: So that with all our hearts we may To you our glad thanksgiving pay,
Then walk obedient to your Word And now and ever praise you, Lord.
Text: Paul Eber, 1511–69, abr., adapt.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.

Service of Word and Sacrament
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:  And also with you.

M:
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen.

M:
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C: 
Lord, have mercy.
M:
For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C:
Christ, have mercy.

M:
For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

M:
Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care:

C:
Amen.
M:  Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your presence and offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may always be pleasing to you for we worship your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

First Lesson  
           






Isaiah 56:1,6-8 (EHV)
The Lord’s New Testament church will be a “house of prayer for all nations.” By the grace of God, even those who formerly were excluded from the people of God will become proper servants of his.
This is what the Lord says. Protect justice, and carry out righteousness, because my salvation is coming very soon. My righteousness is ready to be revealed. Then the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him and to love the name of the Lord and to become his servants, every one of them who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, those who take hold of my covenant—I will bring them to my holy mountain, and I will make them glad in my house of prayer. Their whole burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be acceptable on my altar. For my house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples of the world. This is the declaration of God the Lord, who gathers Israel’s dispersed people: “I will gather still more people to my house besides the ones already gathered.”
Second Lesson  

          




         Romans 11:13-15,28-32 (EHV)
Israel’s rejection of the Messiah became an opportunity for apostles, like Paul, to call the Gentiles to salvation. Whoever has been disobedient to the Lord becomes his objects of mercy, no matter where they come from.
I am speaking to you Gentiles. For as long as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I am going to speak highly of my ministry. Perhaps I may make my own people jealous, and so save some of them. For if their rejection meant the reconciliation of the world, what does their acceptance mean other than the dead coming to life?
In regard to the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But, in regard to election, they are especially dear for the sake of the patriarchs, because God’s gracious gifts and call are not regretted. For just as you were once disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy due to their disobedience, so also now they have become disobedient, so that by the mercy shown to you they may be shown mercy too. For God imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may show mercy to all.
Verse of the Day 


  




Hebrews 4:12 (RSV)
M:  Alleluia! The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Alleluia! 
C:  Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia!

Gospel Lesson  

                    




        Matthew 15:21-28 (EHV)
When it seems that the face of the Lord is turned against you, do not give up hope. The Canaanite woman’s faith is rewarded with the very thing she requests: Jesus’ healing of her daughter. This also is evidence that the Lord does not turn from anyone, even the “foreign nations” despised by Jews.
Jesus left that place and withdrew into the region of Tyre and Sidon. There a Canaanite woman from that territory came and kept crying out, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David! A demon is severely tormenting my daughter!” But he did not answer her a word. His disciples came and pleaded, “Send her away, because she keeps crying out after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt in front of him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered her, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to their little dogs.” “Yes, Lord,” she said, “yet their little dogs also eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, your faith is great! It will be done for you, just as you desire.” And her daughter was healed at that very hour.
This is the Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn – 444
If You but Trust in God to Guide You
  Sing:       If you but trust in God to guide you And place your confidence in him,
He’ll give you strength and stand beside you When days are dreary, dark, and dim.
For those who trust his changeless love Build on the rock that does not move.
  Meditate:   Be patient and await his leisure In cheerful hope, with heart content;
Then take whate’er your Father’s pleasure And his discerning love have sent.
Doubt not; your inmost wants are known To him who chose you for his own.
  Sing:      Sing, pray, and keep his ways unswerving, Perform your duties faithfully,
And trust his Word; though undeserving, You’ll find his promise true to be.
God never yet forsook in need The soul that trusted him indeed.
Sermon:  Matthew 15:21-28
What a Lesson!

I’m not sure, my friends in Jesus, that we would have wanted to be associated with Jesus’ first disciples—what a motley crew of misfits to begin with. But sooo slow to learn! It’s almost embarrassing to think about how long it took them to learn a few basic things.

Last week we heard how they wanted to keep people from bringing their little children to Jesus. What were they thinking?! Jesus told them off and reminded them (and us) to have the faith of a little child. Two weeks ago, they wanted Jesus to send the crowd away without being fed first. They didn’t think they could handle it. In a couple weeks, we’ll hear Peter get rebuked with the harsh, “Get behind me, Satan!” for his insistence that Jesus should not go to Jerusalem to die. They’re not ready to rely on Jesus to fix problems—physical or spiritual.

In addition, they wanted Jesus to themselves and didn’t want to share that time. They selfishly didn’t look outside of themselves. So, it’s almost as if they didn’t want Jesus to be the Savior and didn’t want people to find out about it if he were.

Therefore, on this day, they begged Jesus to get rid of this troublesome woman. Their hearts were not open to her pain, nor did they want the complications she might bring in-to their lives. It’s just simpler to be with Jesus and let the rest of the world fend for itself.

Now, to be fair, they were new at this disciple business. There was a lot of learning to be done. And when have we been so perfect at discipleship? Have we never fallen into the attitude that this worship is our Jesus’ time, and others should not intrude on that? Are our hearts open to the pain of others, and willing to put aside a few things to help them first? And, like Peter, do we sometimes doubt that Jesus is what we expected of him? Are we open to the possibilities?

The woman of our text knew one possibility was open to her, and there’s a good lesson in that for us. From the woman, let’s find out whom to ask and how, and find out that crumbs are enough! What a lesson!

She had a problem she wanted fixed. And she knew where to go with it, and how to ask. “Lord, Son of David, a demon is severely tormenting my daughter!”

“Lord, Son of David…” a very common refrain. Several times, blind men called out to Jesus, “Son of David, have mercy on us!” The Palm Sunday crowds, though not specifically requesting something, shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David.” If you want Jesus’ attention, call him the “Son of David”—as he truly is.

But consider how hard it must have been for this woman to use that title. She was a Canaanite. The experience of her people with David was as an oppressive warlord. David had brought his armies into her region and subjugated her ancestors. They paid for losing to David in lumber and in grain for years afterward—and paid to his sons! Even if centuries later, this son was the “mercy guy”?!

How’d she know there was mercy here?

Some Jews, apparently, were more open to sharing the message of the true Lord than the disciples were ready to do. This was the Lord’s plan, that as the Israelites expanded from their original promised land, they were to take the promises of God’s Savior with them. They could share that he would be David’s Son, but as a merciful helper, not an oppressive ruler. So, the woman cried out to him, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David.” She took her plea to the correct One.

But she didn’t tell him what to do. She is humbly going to let the Lord decide. She presents the problem: “A demon is severely tormenting my daughter,” and leaves it at that. “Lord, have mercy.” His will, will be the determining factor.

A couple disciples witnessing this day came to the conclusion, “What a great lesson!” Then they shared it with us.

John writes in his first letter to later Christians, “This is the confidence that we have before him: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we also know that we receive…,” (I John 5:14,15). Think of the Lord’s will and let that guide our prayers.

John’s lesson was taught in the Garden of Gethsemane, as Jesus poured out his soul: “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will,” (Matthew 26:39). We leave the decisions of the Lord’s response to our needs in the Lord’s hands. Calmly, trustingly, we present our situation to the Lord and let him go to work.

The apostle Paul expanded on that somewhat in his letter to the Romans. This woman’s plea was earnest and urgent. The torment her daughter faced weighed heavily on her mother-heart. We can easily imagine that she would be so troubled, that she might not even know what to ask for. Sometimes we also, get so blasted by trouble that we want to pray, but the words just don’t come. In such a stressful time, Paul assures us that God takes charge. “We do not know what we should pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that are not expressed in words,” (8:26). 

What a lesson! Do we need to have our prayers all plotted out and give God the guidance as to what to do? We’ll humbly pray for him to set the agenda and to solve according to his will. And when we’re sitting in the dust dumbfounded, we’ll let the Spirit express the groans for mercy that we may not even be able to get out. When that diagnosis of cancer hits us and knocks us to our knees, in the first few days let the Spirit talk for us. When our child is tormented by epilepsy, a stroke, a traumatic injury, and our mother/father heart is hurting, let us cry out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy.”

But the Lord doesn’t hear! Or, it didn’t seem so. “He did not answer her a word.” But, she’s not done! She keeps calling out, so much so that the disciples plead: “Send her away, because she keeps crying out after us.”

Why wouldn’t she? Did not Jesus himself encourage us to keep coming back with “Ask! Seek! Knock!”? Pound the door of heaven! Keep pounding!

Luke records: “Jesus told them a parable about the need to always pray and not lose heart: ‘There was a judge in a certain town who did not fear God and did not care about people. There was a widow in that town, and she kept going to him…’,” (Luke 18). There’s more to the parable—a sermon’s worth someday—but Jesus shared that the widow got what she wanted because she was so persistent. And if she wore down a guy who didn’t care, imagine the effectiveness of prayers to the One who does have mercy.

Yet, “(Jesus) answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ But she came and knelt in front of him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ He answered her, ‘It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to their little dogs.’

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said, ‘yet their little dogs also eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’”

Abraham was very persistent in prayer, begging for the protection of Sodom, his nephew Lot’s home. He patiently whittled God down from saving the city for the sake of 50 righteous, to 45, to 40, 30, and so on down to 10. And the next morning, Abraham got up and saw Sodom up in smoke, the judgment of God. He didn’t get what he wanted?

Oh, but he did. He got the crumb. Sodom was not saved, but Lot and his family (four in all) were brought safely out of danger. What a lesson! The crumbs of God are enough.

Remember, the power in God’s pinkie is more powerful than all of human effort. “Which of you can add a single moment to his lifespan by worrying?” But God extended king Hezekiah’s life 15 years. The widow of Nain received her son, her only source of support, back to life, what, till she died? Who knows how long? I can’t extend my life one second, and Jesus can even bring the dead back to life for years. A crumb from his table is plenty.

In the woman’s response about the crumbs for the dogs, she is also humbly saying that she doesn’t deserve anything. Who is she to claim her plateful among the children of Israel? She simply relies on the mercy of the Lord to be enough, whatever it is.

And for the first time, Jesus speaks to her directly. “Woman, your faith is great! It will be done for you, just as you desire.” The crumb from the table healed her daughter in that very hour!

You know, the one other time Jesus complimented a faith was in similar circumstances. A man who had no claim on Jesus, humbly requested that his servant be healed. When Jesus took steps towards the centurion’s home, he “sent friends to tell Jesus, ‘Lord, do not trouble yourself, because I do not deserve to have you come under my roof…. But say the word, and my servant will be healed’,” (Luke 7:6,7). “Just a crumb, Lord. Not your full presence, just the word is enough.” And the centurion’s servant was healed in that very hour!

What are my expectations? Am I pridefully looking for a plateful of blessings? Or are God’s crumbs enough? What am I asking for?

I’m not trying to downplay your concerns or your prayers, but consider, am I asking for the Lord to remove my cancer completely, or just to give me another day with my family? We so easily believe that we have all the time in the world to be with family and friends, to do the things we want to do, even to deal with faith in Christ—later. What if we knew we only had a few moments? How would our priorities change? Heal me with a plateful of power? Or allow me to recognize the crumb of grace I have received? It’s not God’s fault that we don’t realize that time is short and that we should live each day to the fullest. Oh, for just a crumb of God’s mercy!

Will I pray for a million dollars? Or for my daily bread? We know the answer, we have heard it from Jesus as he shares the importance of seeing the blessings we have in hand now, and goes on to say, “Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own,” (Matthew 6:34). It’s not God’s fault when we can’t see the plate of blessings on our table today, and we stress out over tomorrow. Oh, for just a few crumbs of God’s grace!

Let Jesus say, “Great is your faith.” “Oh Lord, Son of David, have mercy, and build my trust in you.” AMEN.

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church 

M:  O Physician of both body and soul, Jesus Christ our Savior, you are the hope of countless people across the face of the earth.
C: Who of us could even comprehend the number of prayers which rise to you each day in an earnest plea for help?
M:  Yet we know that you are a God who invites our prayers, and so we come to you now on behalf of…
Brief silence for personal prayer and meditation
M:  Our only argument for mercy for them and for us is your good grace and will.
C:  We have no merit in us to warrant your kindness and mercy.
M:  Yet we will persevere in prayer as you have encouraged us.
C:  We believe that you have the power and the will to heal all our diseases and redeem our lives from their challenges, even as you brought us from death to life in your perfect sacrifice of love.
M:  We beg for any crumbs of grace that fall from your hand.
C: You are lavish, even extravagant with your gifts. Forgive the times we have taken them for granted, or not even noticed that you have helped us.
M:  In your ministry, O Christ, the deaf heard, the dumb spoke, the lame walked, the sick recovered, even the dead were raised. Make firm our faith and trust in you.
C:  We pray for those who labor for the health, safety and well-being of our brothers and sisters in Christ:
M:  The doctors, the nurses, the first responders, the police and fire personnel who come to extract us from our predicaments.
C:  Keep them safe in their work, and grant that their efforts bring us the intended health and safety for which they strive.
M:  Grant us these blessings, O Christ, and all others for which we pray as we join to pray…
 C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

The Sacrament

M:
The Lord be with you.

C:
And also with you.

M:
Lift up your hearts.

C:
We lift them up to the Lord.

M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M:
Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:
Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us and grant us your peace. Amen.

Distribution Hymn – 415  
Be Still My Soul     
Sing:   
Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side;
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to your God to order and provide;
In ev’ry change he faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
Meditate:
Be still, my soul; your God will undertake
To guide the future as he has the past.
Your hope, your confidence, let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know
His voice who ruled them while he lived below.
Meditate:
Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart
And all is darkened in the vale of tears;
Then you will better know his love, his heart,
Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears.
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay
From his own fullness all he takes away.
Sing:   
Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on
When we shall be forever with the Lord,
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past,
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.
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Blessing of all Communicants
M:  May the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in the true faith unto life everlasting.               Be at peace. Your sins are forgiven. Amen.

Closing Prayer and Blessing  
M:
… through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:
Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:
Amen. 

Closing Hymn – 408
   Christians, While on Earth Abiding
Sing:   Christians, while on earth abiding, Let us never cease to pray,
Firmly in the Lord, confiding As our parents in their day.
Be the children’s voices raised To the God their parents praised.
May his blessing, failing never, Rest upon his people ever.
Text: Johann Olof Wallin, 1779–1839, st. 1, abr.
NOTES and NEWS

Ushers & Cleaners Needed

“Many hands make light work.” Several of our faithful cleaning volunteers are well into their retirement years and would like to step away from this physical labor. We’ve also lost two ushers recently due to family moves. Will you help fill in the gaps? Call Bob Gresens to volunteer for ushering and Bill Unruh to help with cleaning. Both will be happy to hear from you!

Meeting Every Member 

As Pastor Suckow continues his ministry at Our Savior’s, he looks forward to meeting every member if possible. The visit can take place at your home or at church according to your preference. Please contact us by phone or email to set up an appointment. Pastor Suckow has set aside Mondays and Tuesdays from 3-7 PM. Each visit will last around 40 minutes.
Bible Classes

Sunday Bible classes will begin again on Sept. 13. Sunday School will be offered via YouTube with printed lessons available from Pastor Suckow or Marie. Small Group Bible Study begins Sept. 16. See the September newsletter for details.

Pastor Suckow’s Office Hours 

With the resumption of a school year schedule, Pastor Suckow will be more consistently found in the office at Our Savior’s. The following are the times you can expect him to be in and around the building.

 
Monday                  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Tuesday                 7:30 am to 5:00 pm

Wednesday            7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Thursday                7:30 am to 8:00 pm

Of course, during some of those hours pastor will be out visiting members, or hosting members at church, or conducting services. You can always reach Pastor Suckow at 715-302-4736, or jsuckow3@gmail.com.

The September issue of Forward in Christ is here!  
Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 

with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.

Bulletin cover art by Sally Beck used with permission 

from Visual Faith Ministry.
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Text: Catharina A. von Schlegel, 1697-1752, abr.; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-97, alt.
Tune: FINLANDIA (1010 10 10 10 10) Jean J. C. Sibelius, 1865-1957, adapt. © Breitkopf & Hartel.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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