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A
EvANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH




Pentecost 14 ~ September 3 & 6, 2020
Opening Hymn –529 v. 1,3,5

Built on the Rock 
Sing:   Built on the Rock the Church shall stand Even when steeples are falling, 
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; Bells still are chiming and calling,
Calling the young and old to rest, But above all the soul distressed,
Longing for rest everlasting.
Meditate: We are God’s house of living stones, Built for his own habitation,
He through baptismal grace us owns Heirs of his wondrous salvation.
Were we but two his name to tell, Yet he would deign with us to dwell
With all his grace and his favor.
   Sing:   Grant then, O God, your will be done, That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come Where Christ his message is bringing;
“I know my own; my own know me. You, not the world, my face shall see.
My peace I leave with you always.”
Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt.
Service of the Word 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:  And also with you.

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen.

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

C:  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues forever.

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him.

M:  Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope and love; and that we   may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command. Bring us this blessing through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 C: Amen.

FIRST Lesson     

   






   Exodus 6:2-8 (EHV)
“The Lord” is the title that describes God as the God of the covenant...the One God of independent and faithful grace. He is best known as the one who fulfills his promises of deliverance: Israel from slavery in Egypt, all people from their sins.
Then God spoke to Moses, telling him, “I am the Lord. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my name, the Lord, I was not known to them. 4 I also established my covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land where they were residing as aliens. 5 I certainly have heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians have enslaved, and I have remembered my covenant.
6 “Therefore, tell the Israelites, ‘I am the Lord. I will bring you out from under the forced labor of the Egyptians. I will deliver you from being their slaves. I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. 7 I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. You will know that I am the Lord your God, the one who brought you out from under the forced labor of the Egyptians. 8 I will bring you to the land which I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the Lord.’”
sECOND Lesson  


          




          Romans 11:33-36 (EHV)
St. Paul finishes a section of his letter that demonstrates how God’s wisdom can turn mankind’s disobedience into an opportunity for mercy. Now wonder the apostle breaks out in a hymn of praise! This is the essence of God--his mercy.
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how untraceable his ways!  “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his adviser?”  “Or who has first given to God that he will be repaid?”  For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.
Verse of the Day 
                




      2 Timothy 1:10b (NIV 84)

M:  Alleluia! Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. Alleluia!
C:   Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia!

Gospel Lesson  


         




          Matthew 16:13-20 (EHV)
Human reason cannot consider Jesus to be any more than a prophet--the forerunner of the Messiah at best. But Peter confesses, “You are the Christ (Messiah), the Son of the Living God.” On this bedrock confession the entire Church God is built. The church is where sin is identified and rebuked, but also where, on the basis of Jesus' work, freedom from sin for penitent sinners is proclaimed.
When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”  14 They said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  15 He said to them, “But you, who do you say that I am?”  16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not overpower it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he commanded the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.
This is the Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn –382 v. 1,3,4
    My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
Meditate:  My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare to make no other claim But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand.
Sing:      His oath, his covenant and blood Support me in the raging flood;
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, He then is all my hope and stay.
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand.
Sing:      When he shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in him be found,
Clothed in his righteousness alone, Faultless to stand before his throne.
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand.
Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt.

SERMON:  Matthew 16:13-20

How Firm a Foundation, O Saints of the Lord
Fellow Confessors of Jesus Christ: Around the sermon each week, we take a moment to speak one of the three major Creeds: The Apostle’s, the Nicene, and the Athanasian. The Athanasian is named after Athanasius, the primary author. The Nicene Creed was named after the place, Nicea, where it was formally accepted.

The Apostles’? Reputedly it was created by the 12 Apostles in Jerusalem before they split up to go out into all the world. Now, in favor of that understanding is that there are 12 separate statements—supposedly each apostle added one.

But there are complications to that theory. The chief one is fairly simple. We have the writings of several apostles: Peter’s letters, James, John, Matthew; already being copied and circulated by 60 A.D. But the Apostle’s Creed is first found in print about 200 A.D., more than 100 years after the last apostle died. If they made it, it would have been out there sooner. Their contributions to it is an interesting legend, but not certain fact.

What is clear—for all three creeds—is that they were developed to combat misunderstandings and deliberate false teachings. One early falsehood was that Jesus didn’t really die on a cross, or that he didn’t rise. The portion of the creed regarding Jesus is the longest, emphasizing his suffering, crucifixion, death and resurrection. A creed is a summary of Christian truth, negating error.

In this text, Peter speaks a creed, i.e. what he believes, and it combats the errors spooking around already.

Jesus asked, “‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ They said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’” Those are the errors. “He said to them, ‘But you, who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’” A summary of Biblical truth.

The Christ: Messiah, Anointed, and Christ; the same word in three different languages: Hebrew, English and Greek. The word means “the Chosen One.”
Chosen: but not for what we would like to be chosen. “Pick me, pick me.” Pick me for honor, pick me for a prize. The Messiah, the Anointed One, was chosen for a task—a thankless task.

Prophets were anointed. God picked them; they didn’t choose themselves. And their task was not pleasant. Jeremiah, Isaiah, Ezekiel were roundly rejected and mocked.

Kings were anointed. Besides the glory and the money, they had the thankless task of running the kingdom: judging disputes between ungrateful subjects, at least one of whom would hate the result. Watch out for palace intrigue and rebellion!

Priests were anointed. They had to examine leprous people, putting themselves at personal risk, to determine if it were true, contagious, and deadly leprosy. And the stench of burning animal flesh of sacrifices!

Jesus was anointed—Messiah-ed, Christ-ed, chosen—prophet, priest, and king: with unpleasant and thankless tasks. Live a perfect life, so that he could be mocked as “better than thou.” Die a lonely, painful, and sacrificial death, including hateful words thrown at him by Pharisees and Sadducees, plus the furious wrath of God against all sin. The Chosen One: Thankfully, he was chosen.

The Son: Jesus took on the title of Son of Man, an Old Testament prophecy regarding the Christ. But God’s description of Christ’s sonship encompassed much more.
He was the Son of David. He traced his lineage through both his mother’s and his father’s side directly to King David. Luke’s genealogy even carries it back beyond David through many generations, concluding with “the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God,” (3:38).

Peter’s confession adds, the son “of the Living God!”
When enslaved in Egypt, many Israelites thought God to be dead, for he did not respond to their cries for help. God sent Moses with the assurance that the Lord heard them, and that God was coming to their aid. God was not dead. “I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,” (Exodus 3:6). Those guys were dead, but their God was alive still. He is the Living God. And those patriarchs were living with him in heaven.

Jesus highlighted this in Matthew 22 as he disputed with the Sadducees who say there is no resurrection (picking up on a familiar heresy yet?) saying, “And concerning the resurrection of the dead, have you never read what was spoken to you by God: ‘I am the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead, but of the living,” (vv 31,32).

Further on, the writer to the Hebrews spoke of Jesus, “the same yesterday and today and forever,” (Hebrews 13:8). Once risen on Easter, Christ never dies again. He is the Living God himself. This is Peter’s creed: “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Whatever other people say of you, this is truth. 

And Jesus responds that Peter’s confession is rock solid, “and upon this rock I will build my church.”

A quick trip down what I hope to be memory lane. You have heard that Peter, petros, means “rock”, but he is not the rock upon which the church will be built. “Petros” is a masculine noun, but the word Jesus uses is “petra”, a feminine noun, referring to the confession, not to the person. The words have the strength of Biblical truth. As we gain deeper knowledge of God’s truth and greater understanding of its implications, we become stronger. Our faith becomes more powerful. It becomes stronger than hell itself.

There is a statement here that needs a hand from the Greek side. For many of us who memorized our verses in the King James version, verse 1 reads: “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” The NIV and EHV respectively say the gates of hell will not “overcome it”, or “overpower it”.

What is “it”? “It” is the Church of Christ. And “it” will be powerful. The implication is that the gates of hell will be attacking the Church, and under Christ’s blessing, it shall not be overcome. We have a strong defensive might.

But the Greek reveals that the attack is going the other way. The gates of hell are shut tight. The Church is coming at it—hard. Hell’s gates will not hold firm against us. Another translation: “the gates of hell will not have the strength of the Church.” We will beat down its defenses.

We’re going in, and we’re taking names, names to be written in the Book of Life. Every soul touched by the confession of Peter, of the apostles, of Athanasius and so on and so on, is being taken from Hell’s dungeons, grabbed for heaven’s glory. The gates of hell will not withstand the Church that Christ has built.

How can that be? America is losing ground to non-Christian voices. I won’t be here to see it, and futurists are not God who know the future, but futurists tell us that in less than 50 years, Africa will be sending Christian missionaries to America. The gospel of God is building a Church on a solid foundation in Africa, and soon enough they will be sending missionaries to take America back for God! The Church will be attacking Satan’s stronghold and winning.

The second half of that, we don’t know yet. But the first half is true. Just in WELS missions alone in Africa, in 70 years the Church grew from a handful to over 33,000 members, which, if my math works, is an annualized growth rate of 38%. By contrast, in the last decade alone the American WELS has dropped about 10%. That’s only looking at WELS, other churches are doing mission work abroad, and shrinking here at home. Is the Christian Church abroad being poised to take back Satan’s gains? We pray so!

But we won’t wait for them to do all the work. God’s promises regarding his Word encourage us to seek others. Jesus promises his Church success. Find someone behind Hell’s gates and go after them!

After all, Jesus proclaims, “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” The work of the gospel here, is as effective in heaven as if done by Christ himself. He blesses us with the tool to set people free from the shackles of Satan, and to leave them bound if they want no part of it.

We leave much of that work to the called pastors of congregations. Pastors are charged to speak forgiveness in God’s place, and to warn the impenitent of the danger they are in. In the shorthand we sometimes use, pastors are encouraged to “afflict the comfortable, and comfort the afflicted.”

If faithfully founded on God’s Word, something I have said in sermon or at the lectern, has annoyed you or frustrated you, perhaps our comfortable opinions and attitudes are being afflicted for good reason. Maybe a favorite sin has become deeply entrenched. Maybe an attitude of disregard to a particular teaching has taken root. Any of us, myself included, can lose our spiritual way, and the rod and staff by which Christ guides us might just prick our consciences and raise our hackles. 

If the Word of truth is spoken, it is truth, whether we like it or not. Every time we speak the Apostles’ Creed, we irritate numerous denominations which do not accept all the truths contained within. We make them angry by confessing the truth. In the closer fellowship of a congregation, the same happens, that we hear things that our sinful nature does not want to hear. We are afflicted against comfortable positions.

But when the comfortable have been afflicted, we must turn the key to set them free. When a conscience has been rightfully poked and prodded by the law of God, and sincerely regrets its actions and attitudes, we joyfully say, “In the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins.” Christ has provided the forgiveness; I just get to use the key to assure you that you are free from guilt and regret.

These keys are not mine alone. Luther joyfully restored the teaching of the universal priesthood—that every believer who knows that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, may speak warning and forgiveness when it is needed. And our human words, founded upon God’s Word, ought to be taken seriously. If warned, let us take warning. If offered forgiveness, let us receive it gladly. Christ has built a powerful Church, and he has put powerful words into our hands.

Let us confess boldly—with Peter and the apostles, with the Niceans, with Athanasius, with the Church of God of every generation—let us confess boldly that we are founded upon Christ, the solid rock, and upon his Word, the building blocks of believing. How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in his excellent Word. AMEN

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:  Lord Jesus Christ, we have gathered here as members of your church to join our hearts in confessing our faith in you.
C:  We believe that you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.
M:  We believe also that you became a man so that as our substitute you might suffer, bleed and die for our sins, and rise for our justification.
C:  We ask that you make us steadfast and true in confession our faith in the world.
M:  As many in the world are confused about who you are, or are hostile towards what they think you are, may we be clear in our confession that they may know you as the one and only Savior of the world.
C:  Don’t let the unbelief or ridicule with which many respond to your name discourage us in any way.
M:  Build up our knowledge of your holy Word, that we may know all the truths that need to be proclaimed to others.
C:  Make us your bold, efficient, faithful witnesses in the world, sharing the understanding that you have come to deal with our spiritual needs, that your church may be built up on this proclamation. 
M:  As we proclaim you as the Son of Man, the Savior, may we also shout from the rooftops that you are God;
C:  That people may know that there is someone whom they may call upon for help in their physical trials and troubles.
M:  Let Satan have no success in this world by tormenting many people and causing them to forget the loving God who wants to bless them.
C:  Defeat the power of sickness, loneliness, fear and tragedy among the people of our church and community. Bring them help and healing according to their needs and your will.
M:  In particular, Lord, we pray for these people…
Brief silence for personal prayer and meditation.
M:  Guide our confession to increase your kingdom, and our prayers to ensure its care, as we join to pray…
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Hymn – 531 v. 1,4                         Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
Sing:    Christ is made the sure Foundation, 
Christ, our head and cornerstone,
Chosen of the Lord and precious, 
Binding all the Church in one,
Holy Zion’s help forever 
And our confidence alone.
Praise and honor to the Father, 
Praise and honor to the Son,
Praise and honor to the Spirit, 
Ever Three and ever One,
One in might and one in glory 
While unending ages run! 

CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING
M: …through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 
Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.


The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN — 341 v. 1,3   
Crown Him with Many Crowns
Sing:   Crown him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon his throne;
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns 
All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing
Of him who died for thee,
And hail him as thy matchless King
Through all eternity.
Sing:   Crown him the Lord of heav’n,
Enthroned in worlds above;
Crown him the King to whom is giv’n
The wondrous name of Love.
Crown him with many crowns
As thrones before him fall;
Crown him, ye kings, with many crowns
For he is King of all.
________________________________________________________________
NOTES and NEWS

Meditations & Forward in Christ  Pick up the latest issues today!

Memorials 

We thank Friends and Family for their gift to Our Savior’s School for books and supplies, given in memory of Jeanne Steinbrecher, sister of Debbie Sulko.

We thank Robert and Janice Gresens for their gift to Debt Reduction given in memory of Jeanne Steinbrecher.

We thank Elaine Radtke for her gifts given to the Vision fund in memory of DuWayne & Shirley Marquardt’s daughter-in-law, Beth Marquardt, and to Debt Reduction in memory of Jeanne Steinbrecher, and Charles & Diann Newby’s nephew, Jack McCune.

Blessed be their memories. 

Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.

Meeting Every Member 

Pastor Suckow has set aside Mondays and Tuesdays from 3-7 PM. Please call or email us to set a time. Each visit will last around 40 minutes.
Bible Classes & Sunday School Starting Soon

Sunday Bible classes begin next Sunday, Sept. 13 at 9:15 AM. 

Sunday School will be offered via YouTube with printed lessons available from Pastor Suckow or Marie. Small Group Bible Study begins Sept. 16 at 6:30 PM. See the September newsletter for details.

Pastor Suckow’s Office Hours 

With the resumption of a school year schedule, Pastor Suckow will be more consistently in the office at Our Savior’s. The following are the times you can expect him to be in and around the building.  

 
Monday                  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Tuesday                 7:30 am to 5:00 pm

Wednesday            7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Thursday                7:30 am to 8:00 pm

Of course, during some of those hours pastor will visiting with members or conducting a worship service. You can always reach him at 715-302-4736 or jsuckow3@gmail.com.

Ushers & Cleaners Needed

Will you help fill in the gaps? Call Bob Gresens to volunteer for ushering and Bill Unruh to help with cleaning. Both will be happy to hear from you!

Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 

with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.
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