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A
EvANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH




Pentecost 16 ~ September 17 & 20, 2020
Opening Hymn –308 v. 1,4,6,7

“As Surely as I Live, God Said”
Sing:   “As surely as I live,” God said, “I would not have the sinner dead,
But that he turn from error’s ways, Repent, and live through endless days.”
Sing:   “What you will bind, that bound shall be; What you will loose, that shall be free;
Unto my Church the keys are giv’n To op’n and close the gates of heav’n.”
Meditate: When ministers lay on their hands, Absolved by Christ the sinner stands;
He who by grace the Word believes Forgiveness, sure and sweet, receives.
Sing:   Praise God the Father and the Son And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
As was, is now, and so shall be Forever and eternally!
Text: Nikolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561, abr.; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt.

Service of the Word 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:  And also with you.

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen.

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

C:  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues forever.

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him.

M:  Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and because it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 C: Amen.

FIRST Lesson:  Ezekiel 33:7-11 (EHV)
God gives Ezekiel and all of his children the solemn charge of watching over each other’s soul. We must preach the law to those who are disobedient and the gospel to those who are despairing.
But I have appointed you, son of man, to be a watchman for the house of Israel. So whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you are to warn them from me. 8 When I say to a wicked man, “Wicked man, you shall surely die,” if you do not speak to warn the wicked man against his way, that wicked man will die because of his guilt, but I will also hold you responsible for his blood. 9 But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he will die because of his guilt, but you will have saved your life. 10 So you, son of man, say the following to the house of Israel. This is what you people are saying: “Certainly our rebellion and our sins weigh us down, and because of them we are rotting away. How then can we live?” 11 Say to them, “As I live, declares the Lord God, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from their way and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why should you die, O house of Israel?”
sECOND Lesson:  Romans 13:1-10 (EHV)
Because of God’s unconditional love for us, we who believe in Christ have a joyful debt of love to our neighbor. This includes those who are not necessarily believers: government authorities; people of different races and colors (as Jesus pointed out in the parable of the Good Samaritan); and everyone else.
Everyone must submit to the governing authorities. For no authority exists except by God, and the authorities that do exist have been established by God. 2 Therefore the one who rebels against the authority is opposing God’s institution, and those who oppose will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to evil. Would you like to have no fear of the one in authority? Do what is good, and you will receive praise from him, 4 because he is God’s servant for your benefit. But if you do wrong, be afraid, because he does not carry the sword without reason. He is God’s servant, a punisher to bring wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore it is necessary to submit, not only because of wrath, but also because of conscience.
6 For this reason you also pay taxes, because the authorities are God’s ministers, who are employed to do this very thing. 7 Pay what you owe to all of them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, and honor to whom honor is owed. 8 Do not owe anyone anything except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments—do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not covet (and if there is any other commandment)—are summed up in this statement: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor, so love is the fulfillment of the law.
Verse of the Day 

M:  Alleluia! Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Alleluia!          (Philippians 4:4 RSV)
C:   Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia!

Gospel Lesson:   Matthew 18:15-20 (EHV)
Since Jesus, the Good Shepherd, spared no pains to find the lost sheep, so Christ’s Church will diligently use God’s Law and Gospel to call the erring brother to repentance. The object is to win the brother over. We are also given the privilege to work for the benefit of one another and the glory of your kingdom.
“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his sin just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have regained your brother. 16 But if he will not listen, take one or two others along with you, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And, if he refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him as an unbeliever or a tax collector. 18 Amen I tell you: Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Amen I tell you again: If two of you on earth agree to ask for anything, it will be done for them by my Father who is in heaven. 20 In fact where two or three have gathered together in my name, there I am among them.”    
This is the Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn –304 v. 1,3,4,5
    
“Jesus Sinners Does Receive”
Sing:    Jesus sinners does receive; Oh, may all this saying ponder
Who in sin’s delusions live And from God and heaven wander.
Here is hope for all who grieve-- Jesus sinners does receive.
Meditate:  Come, O sinners, one and all, Come, accept his invitation.
Come, obey his gracious call; Come and take his free salvation!
Firmly in these words believe-- Jesus sinners does receive.
Sing:   I, a sinner, come to you With a penitent confession.
Savior, show me mercy, too; Grant for all my sins remission.
Let these words my soul relieve-- Jesus sinners does receive.
SERMON: Matthew 18:15-20

I AM My Brother’s Keeper!
My friends, I’m pretty sure we know the story of Cain. We remember that God tried to intervene before Cain’s jealousy developed into murderous hatred. We also know that Cain callously ignored God’s warning, and so proceeded to kill his brother.  When confronted, he sought to deflect God with the casual, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” He didn’t want responsibility.

But before Cain, and long after him, God expected better of us about our brothers and sisters. In our first lesson today, God specially charged Ezekiel with the task of being a watchman for Israel. He was to “keep them”, that is, to warn and to protect them. Failure to do so, was not an option!

In the vacancy I served at Peace, Wautoma, when the elders met, there was one elder in particular who frequently brought us all back to this portion of Ezekiel. When it would be more convenient to let “sleeping dogs lie”, and not ruffle feathers by avoiding the perceived harshness of a warning, he would remind us that according to God’s word, “I am my brother’s keeper.” He kept after us to be the watchman.

There is no doubt that it would simplify congregational life if we would just let things go, even if contradictory to God’s Word. Why should we make a big deal about this commandment or that? What’s the difference if this person believes some parts of the Bible and others don’t? Who said we have to stand up for every truth revealed in the Bible?

God did. I am my brother’s (and my sister’s) keeper. I can warn him. And I can do him some good. As each of us takes responsibility for one another, God’s will is done, and spiritual good results.

Now, nobody wants to argue about doing good for one another! Most of us gladly agree that church members can and should bring blessing to each other. It’s the first part of that—that we can warn a fellow believer—that gets touchier.

Some of that is sincere desire not to offend someone else. Some of that is uncertainty that I know enough of what God says, to be able to satisfactorily warn another. Some is humble awareness that I’m such a sinner, so who am I to tell someone else about their sins? None of that is bad, but it misses the point.

Suppose you see a child playing in the road, and you see a car coming down that road. You could think, “He’s having a good time; I don’t want to spoil that.” Or, you could think, “I’m not sure enough of the situation: maybe the child sees the car, or maybe the driver sees the child. I shouldn’t step in till I have more information.” Or, you could think, “I’m not such an observant driver myself, who am I to go wave off that other driver?”

You could think that. But you wouldn’t! You’d yell a warning for the child, and maybe run out into the road and disturb his playtime to protect him. When eternal souls are at stake, you can’t be finding excuses, you have to act. I am my brother’s keeper. I can warn him.

Softening those concerns, however, is following Jesus’ words. We will warn with respect and preserve their dignity.

We’re not to go around telling off anybody and everybody about what we think they are doing wrong. Jesus spoke, “If your brother sins against you.” This is between brothers and sisters in Christ.

Just a sidelight to that: our job is not to change society by law or by shaming or whatever, our job is to change people by the Word of God. If they have been changed to see God’s point of view, then they will see abortion as a problem, for example, and we will have won another person over.

Further, Jesus anticipates respect for another when he says, “Go and show him his sin just between the two of you.” Warning against sin is not fodder for Twitter or Instagram, Facebook or email. Once you’ve put something out there, it’s no longer under your control. People can retweet, they can forward emails, they can share your Facebook posting. That’s no longer “just between the two of you.”

If it needs to go further, it’s still very minimal. Jesus says, “If he will not listen, take one or two others along with you.” If two or three is good enough for God, that limit should be good enough for us. As you warn another of their sins, do so with dignity, privacy, and respect.

And warn him to win him—not the argument. Christ’s established goal is not to self-righteously self-congratulate better behavior, nor proving that you know the Scriptures better than someone else. Jesus says: “If he listens to you, you have regained your brother.” As some have said, “I have lost more friends by winning arguments…” Win the brother. Jesus reported, “I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents,” (Luke 15:10). Be the one who warns, in order to win the one.

Of course, we don’t win every time. The classic movie scene is: “La, la, la, la! I can’t hear you! La, la, la!” Sadly, there will be many who treat the Word of God the same way. You can faithfully share the truth and be hurtfully ignored. That’s not a reason to back away, but to take the further step forward, “If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And, if he refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him as an unbeliever or a tax collector.”

There may come the point—and here comes that dirty word: excommunication—when we have to sever the fellowship ties between brothers and sisters.

Again, you know it happens in the other phases of our life. One brother or sister has it out for the rest, and when mom or dad dies, they will scratch and claw for the lion’s share of the inheritance. We could fight that, and sometimes we may, but Paul’s advice is straightforward. “The fact that you have lawsuits with one another is already a complete failure on your part. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded,” (I Corinthians 6:7). So, we graciously let them have what they want, but then it’s better for all concerned to be separated.

When it comes to the truth of God’s word, we are bound to all of it. In the emphasis on Peter’s confession a couple weeks ago, when we speak the truth, it will offend some, and so be it. When we confess Jesus’ resurrection and some don’t want to hear it, we confess anyway. Some who despise some part of God’s word—certain commandments maybe, may separate themselves from a Christian fellowship. On the other hand, if they are fighting the truth so hard, that they are dragging others down or creating an unworkable situation, we may have to be the ones who say, “Go away.”

It’s hard! I don’t think Paul enjoyed telling the Corinthians, “Remove the wicked man from among yourselves,” (I Corinthians 5:13). But it was for their good. When they did so, and the man realized his fault, then Paul was able to write in his second letter, “This punishment inflicted on such a person by the majority is enough, so…you should rather forgive and comfort him,” (II Corinthians 2:6,7). Through their faithful testimony they had regained their brother.

This is how the one side crosses over into the other. The difficulty of warning is warranted by the result. I am my brother’s keeper. I can warn him because I can do him some good.

Let’s keep that larger context in mind a moment. When a person fights against God’s will and God’s word, that doesn’t do anyone any good. The choice to separate from a former brother or sister is a forceful demonstration that we are serious about God’s Word, proclaiming it fully, and holding to its commandments faithfully. It is only the Word of God which works. In standing firm on its teachings, we give a witness to the truth that can only help the church benefit and grow.

Concerning the Corinthian’s desire to keep the sinning brother in their membership, Paul wrote, “Do you not know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough,” (I Corinthians 5:6)? This is a second aspect of being able to do some good by warning a brother, it protects the larger body from the influence of sinful teaching.

Because of the unholy three—the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh—we are always more likely to fall into sin than to rise in godliness. The odds are stacked against godliness, and if removing even one evil influence evens the odds a little bit, we are doing good. It benefits all by forcefully speaking out against unrighteousness, even if the words have to be spoken by the action of removal.

But let’s move on in Jesus’ words here. We seek to do good not only by warning of danger, but as we look to find what brings us together. “Amen I tell you again: If two of you on earth agree to ask for anything, it will be done for them by my Father who is in heaven. In fact where two or three have gathered together in my name, there I am among them.” I like the Greek verb “agree” here in its root connotation. To bring it straight into English the word is to “symphonize”. A symphony orchestra is a whole bunch of people agreeing to play the same piece of music. Instead of going off in discordant directions, they symphonize music together.

Is there room for freedom of expression? Absolutely! Our goal may be to operate a Lutheran Elementary School. Will we divide our grade levels by K-1; 2-4; and 5-8? Or will it be grouped in Kindergarten, 1-3; 4-6; and 7-8? We pray for the blessing of God on our school, and we pray for God’s blessings on their school and they pray for us. Two or three have agreed on what to ask for from the Lord, and he will do it. The spiritual goal is equivalent, even though the process may be different.

Another demonstration occurred in the reopening our churches for worship. Some opened nearly immediately, others took as much as a month to organize their plan. Some have a structure for social distancing, others simply ask their people to sit apart. Because we are not talking about any commandment of God determining seating arrangements, what’s the comfort level of the one congregation vs. another?

Here is a blessing of our larger fellowship of a synod. If your comfort level matches a different congregation’s practices, by all means, attend there.

That’s, of course, in matters of free choice. If it touches upon a teaching of God’s word, or denies obedience to a commandment, well, then, we’re back to the warning. Faithfulness to God’s word is never a popularity contest—at least not one we can win. Did Jesus speak of two or three gathering in his name because that’s all the faithful ones left? In speaking of two or three, is Jesus discouraging attendance, or is he urging us to rejoice in the connections that we have? Or is this all about the “glass half-empty or half-full” optimism or pessimism? 

It is neither. Jesus encourages us to build on the fellowship. But the only way that’s going to happen is if I am my brother’s keeper. AMEN

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:  Dear God in heaven: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we thank you for the precious Christian fellowship which we are now enjoying in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
C:  We thank you for the privilege of worshiping you together, in spite of the health challenges which have presented themselves to our church and our nation.
M:  We thank you for the privilege of hearing your Word, the means by which we grow in faith and a better understanding of your love for us.
C:  Give all of our membership a sincere longing to gather here to honor you, and to be strengthened by the preaching and teaching of your Word.
M:  We confess that we have not always obeyed your Word and commandments, nor sought to follow the example of Christ whose love brought him here and compelled his actions to be perfect for us and to lay down his life as a sacrifice for us.
C:  Keep us ever mindful of the great gift he brings us in his service and obedience, and let that motivate our service and obedience to you.
M:  Knowing that we humans fail, you have called us to be concerned for one another, to serve as a watchman for souls.
C:  Let us be our brothers’ and our sisters’ keepers, not out of self-righteousness, but in true compassion for the souls you have won for your kingdom.
M:  Let us warn each other of the danger of sins that seek to overwhelm our new self, but to do so with respect, keeping our conversations private and personal.
C:  May we show love for one another so that we may bring blessings to each other’s faith.
M:  Lead us also to seek the good of our brothers and sisters in Christ as we formulate plans, and as we work to extend your kingdom.
C:  May it be with the good of others in mind that we choose the process in which we gather, worship and praise you so that the fellowship of believers may be served to their benefit.
M:  You have also blessed us with the privilege of prayer, bringing our hearts and minds together for one another, and have promised to act upon our prayers offered in unity.
C:  Therefore, we ask you to look after the sick and hurting, give gifts and strength to the poor and needy, bring hope to the downhearted, and where possible for us, allow us to be your hand of grace to bring these blessings to all people.
M:  You have blessed us with the privilege of prayer, and thus for these others of our fellowship and our acquaintances, we pray…
Brief silence for personal prayer and meditation
M:  Hear our prayers, for the sake of our Savior, Jesus Christ, in whose name we also pray…
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN – 493 v. 1,4



“Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”
Sing:  “Forgive our sins as we forgive,” You taught us, Lord, to pray,
But you alone can grant us grace To live the words we say.
Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls And bid resentment cease;
Then, bound to all in bonds of love Our lives will spread your peace.
Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905–87, alt. © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING
M: …through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 
Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.


The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN — 490
      



“Love in Christ Is Strong and Living”
Sing:  Love in Christ is strong and living, Binding faithful hearts in one;
Love in Christ is true and giving-- May his will in us be done!
Love is patient and forbearing, Clothed in Christ’s humility,
Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, Reaching out in charity.
Love in Christ abides forever, Fainting not when ills attend;
Love, forgiving and forgiven, Shall endure until life’s end.
Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, b. 1934. © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

NOTES and NEWS

Asleep in Jesus

In his great mercy and love, on Tuesday evening God welcomed into heaven the soul of Susan Bishop. Service arrangements will be announced. Please keep Bob and their family in your prayers.

Memorials 

We thank Kathy Stubbe for her gift to debt reduction given in memory of Jeanne Steinbrecher, Debbie Sulko’s sister. 

We thank Bill and Lorraine Melanson for their gift to Our Savior’s School given in memory of Alice Christian.

Blessed be their memories. 

Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.

Ushers & Cleaners Needed

Will you help fill in the gaps? Call Bob Gresens to volunteer for ushering and Bill Unruh to help with cleaning. Both will be happy to hear from you!

End of season deal? We need a lawn tractor!
The tractor we use to cut the church property lawn turned 19 years old in August. We have maintained it over the years but now some parts are getting old and hard to maintain. If anyone is thinking about trading or getting a new one or knows someone who may be doing so, please let Bill Unruh know so we can see if it might fit our needs. Thank you!

RADA Cutlery Sale

Back by popular request, the Ladies’ Aid is again sponsoring a RADA Cutlery sale. Catalogs and ordering information are available in the narthex. The sale will be open through Nov. 22. If you place an order and want it delivered before the November deadline date, alternate dates for delivery can be arranged. Please contact Sue Unruh at 359-6335 with any questions. 

Thrivent Update
We received notices of deposit from Thrivent Financial. We thank Dennis Grammer and Ron & Myrt Woelfle for designating their Choice Dollars to Our Savior’s. Many thanks to all who participate in this program.

Meeting Every Member 

Pastor Suckow has set aside Mondays and Tuesdays from 3-7 PM. Please call or email the office to set a time. Each visit will last around 40 minutes. You can reach Pastor Suckow directly at 715-302-4736 or jsuckow3@gmail.com.

Attendance: 

Thursday – 26, Sunday – 28 & 22, Online – 24, Total = 100
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.




	Sunday 9/20
	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM
	Worship 

Bible Class

Worship

	Monday
	5:00 PM
	Coordinating Council

	Wednesday
	4-5:15 PM

6:30 PM
	Catechism

Small Group Bible Study

	Thursday
	6:30 PM
	Worship with Communion

	Saturday
	
	OS Day at Dime & Dollar

	Sunday 9/27
	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM

11:30 - Noon
	Worship with Communion

Bible Class

Worship

Drive-thru Communion



Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.


This Week’s Opportunities for Growing in Christ








Our Stewardship of God’s Gifts: Sept. 13, 2020


Weekly         	Vision      		Debt Red     	Plate			Missions


$3,612.00    $425.00	 $195.00        	$5.00			$60.00	     





NLHS Op		WELS Lutherans for Life	  IROW (Magic Paper Box) $5.00 		$100.00	  			  $15.76			     
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