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Pentecost 17 ~ September 24 & 27, 2020
Opening Hymn –306 v. 1,3

“Before You, God, the Judge of All”
Sing:   Before you, God, the Judge of all, With grief and shame I humbly fall.
I see my sins against you, Lord, My sins of thought and deed and word.
They press me sore; to you I flee; O God, be merciful to me!
Sing:   O Jesus, let your precious blood Be to my soul a cleansing flood.
Turn not, O Lord, your guest away, But grant that justified I may 
Go to my house at peace to be: O God, be merciful to me!
Service of Word and Sacrament
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:  And also with you.

M:
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen.

M:
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C: 
Lord, have mercy.
M:
For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C:
Christ, have mercy.

M:
For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

M:
Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care:

C:
Amen.
M:  Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us so that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work. Let it be because of our love for Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:  Amen.

First Lesson  
           
       Genesis 50:15–21 (EHV)
Although Joseph’s brothers had sinned by selling him into slavery, when their father died, Joseph did not retaliate. Rather, he was able to see the gracious hand of God in that event, forgave his brothers, calmed their fears, and spoke generously with them.
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and will pay us back in full for all of the evil that we did to him.” 16 They sent the following message to Joseph: “Before he died your father commanded us, 17 ‘You are to tell Joseph, “Please forgive the offense of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”’ Now, please forgive the offense of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 His brothers also came and fell down in front of him, and they said, “See now, we are your servants.” 19 Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? 20 You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring this to pass and to keep many people alive, as it is this day. 21 Now therefore do not be afraid. I will nourish you and your little ones.” He comforted them and spoke to them in a kind way. 
Second Lesson  

                          Romans 14:5-9 (EHV)
There are matters, such as religious dietary restrictions, and holy days, in which we have freedom as followers of Jesus to make our own choices. Paul cautions us to remember that others have the same freedom and we should not judge their choice. Instead, we recognize that we serve the same Master now and in eternity.
One person values one day above another. Another person values every day the same. Let each person be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 The person who honors a certain day does this for the Lord, and the person who eats does this for the Lord, because he gives thanks to God. And the person who does not eat does this for the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 In fact, not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself. 8 Indeed, if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord. So whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For this reason he died, rose, and lived, to be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
Verse of the Day 


Romans 15:4 (NIV 84)
M:  Alleluia! Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Alleluia! 
C:  Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia!

Gospel Lesson  

                      Matthew 18:21-35 (EHV)
It is impossible for an unforgiving person to live in fellowship with a God who has unconditionally forgiven him. Those who rejoice in their Master’s grace, will “forgive from the heart and gladly do good” to those who sin against them.
Then Peter came up and asked Jesus, “Lord, how many times must I forgive my brother when he sins against me? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but I tell you as many as seventy-seven times. 23 For this reason the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle them, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 Because the man was not able to pay the debt, his master ordered that he be sold, along with his wife, children, and all that he owned to repay the debt. 26 “Then the servant fell down on his knees in front of him, saying, ‘Master, be patient with me, and I will pay you everything!’ 27 The master of that servant had pity on him, released him, and forgave him the debt. 28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him one hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began choking him, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ 29 “So his fellow servant fell down and begged him, saying, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back!’ 30 But he refused. Instead he went off and threw the man into prison until he could pay back what he owed. 31 “When his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were very distressed. They went and reported to their master everything that had taken place. 32 “Then his master called him in and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt when you begged me to. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had mercy on you?’ 34 His master was angry and handed him over to the jailers until he could pay back everything he owed. 35 “This is what my heavenly Father will also do to you unless each one of you forgives his brother from his heart.”
This is the Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn –109 v. 1,2,4    


“When O’er My Sins I Sorrow”
Sing:    
When o’er my sins I sorrow, Lord, I will look to you
And hence my comfort borrow That you were slain for me.
Your precious blood was offered For me, oh, most unworthy,
To take away my guilt.
Meditate:  Oh, what a marv’lous off’ring! Behold, the Master spares
His servants, and their suff’ring And grief for them he bears.
Our God comes down from heaven; For me, his guilty creature, 
He deigns as man to die.
Sing:    
Therefore I will forever Give thanks continually,
O Jesus, loving Savior, For what you did for me.
I’ll spend my breath in praises For your sad cry, your stuff’rings
Your wounds, your guiltless death.
SERMON: Matthew 9:1-8
Jesus got into a boat, crossed over, and came to his own town. There people brought to him a man who was paralyzed, lying on a stretcher. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Take heart, son! Your sins are forgiven.” Then some of the experts in the law said among themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming!” Since Jesus knew their thoughts, he said, “Why are you thinking evil in your hearts? Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,” he then said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, take your stretcher, and go home.” The man got up and went home. When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe and glorified God, who had given such authority to men.
Who IS This Who Even Forgives Sins?
Maybe you have experienced this, my friends in Christ, that one day your car picks up a new and strange noise? Earlier this week, I heard a sound, so I took it in. To me, a car just needs to work, and I’m thankful that there are people who can make it work, even if I don’t know how.

The same with a computer, when I turn it on, I don’t want to understand it, I just want it to work. I may have to call somebody who will do a little “voodoo magic” and it works again. I don’t know how. And I’m suspicious if they really knew how either. But I know it’s better that I didn’t try!

Don’t we sometimes think that if we can’t do something, it can’t be done? The Pharisees, who had forgotten, or had never known how to forgive sins, were driven to the questions: Who does this guy think he is? How can he claim to forgive sins?” In our gospel lesson today, Jesus commands us to be forgiving. What if we don’t know how? If we can’t do it, it can’t be done, right? Who is this who even forgives sins? Jesus made the claim that he could forgive sins and gave proof that he could.

Jesus entered his hometown of Nazareth shortly after healing many people, calming a raging storm on the Sea of Galilee, and casting demons out of two men. Large crowds followed hoping to witness some new miracles. With this hope, some men brought a paralyzed man to Jesus. They got a miracle, but not the one they expected. Jesus looked at them, then at the paralyzed man, and said, “Take heart, son! Your sins are forgiven.”

Hadn’t Jesus known why they were there? Surely Jesus knew they wanted him to heal their friend. But Jesus brought their attention to a greater problem. Jesus made clear he could help with that, too. Jesus could forgive sins.

A common thought among many people is that every bad thing which happens is a punishment for our mistakes. Did this man’s sin cause his paralysis? We don’t know if he was a horrible criminal, or a righteous man. But that really doesn’t matter.

Once, Jesus’ disciples tried to get to the bottom of whether bad things were a punishment for sin. They had come upon a man born blind, and they asked, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind,” (John 9:2)? Jesus’ response? “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that God’s works might be revealed…,” (John 9:3). Christ didn’t mean that this man nor his parents had never sinned but saying that his blindness was not the fault of an offense. His blindness had another purpose. By healing him, Jesus brought glory to God and displayed his own power.

Likewise, the paralyzed man was not being punished. God had another plan in mind. Once again, as Jesus healed him, glory would come to God, as Matthew reported, “When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe and glorified God.” But in this case, the healing would also back up Jesus’ claims about forgiveness.

Sometimes we need that reminder of why things happen to us. In his book, “Why Bad Things Happen to Good People”, Rabbi Harold Kushner claims that God doesn’t know what he’s doing. He says God makes mistakes. No! That isn’t it! Nor is it that we are being punished for our sins. Scripture points out that the setbacks and problems of a Christian’s life may bring God glory.

The apostle Paul suffered some sort of illness, which he called the “thorn in my flesh”. Several times he had pleaded with the Lord to take away his problem. God said, “No.” “My grace is sufficient for you, because my power is made perfect in weakness,” (II Corinthians 12:9). Paul would bring God glory by showing how, with the help and power of God, a person weakened by illness could still bear his load.

Disease is not God’s punishment for a particular sin. Of course, that doesn’t mean that sin is a minor problem. By first sharing forgiveness with the paralytic, Jesus was pointing to the greater problem. It’s true that various forms of paralysis have concurrent health impacts as pain, loss of personal abilities; and progressive forms can even cause death. But what does sin cause?

On the Last Day all people will be gathered before Jesus for judgment. Just as a judge examines the evidence, Jesus will review the things each person has done and will pronounce the verdict. To those guilty of sin, Jesus will say, “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire, which is prepared for the Devil and his angels,” (Matthew 25:41). Paralysis is a problem; sin is a catastrophe! It leads to eternal death in hell. If there’s a choice, it would be better to be forgiven, than to have one’s paralysis healed.

But what about the paralysis? Wasn’t Jesus going to help this man like he had helped many others? Yes, Jesus was concerned, and yes, he would help. But the Lord had a lesson to teach before healing the man. So, that miracle would have to wait.

While we’re waiting for the miracle to take place, we might take a look at our own situation. Whenever we see our sins and are tempted to fear that our problems are punishments from God, then Jesus tells us to cheer up. Our sins are forgiven also.

We recognize that we also are infected by sin. We can easily point out the misdeeds of everyone else. But our Lord warned us against searching for specks in our brother’s eyes without recognizing the beam in our own eyes. Yet when somebody confronts us with our misdeeds, we make excuses and say, “Hey, nobody’s perfect.”

That’s just the problem! God has given us the standard by which we measure our actions. God has decreed, “You shall be holy, because I, the Lord your God, am holy,” (Leviticus 19:2).

So, we look at these commandments like: “Do not steal, do not lie, do not commit adultery.” And we have to face the honest truth that we have deceived people—even those closest to us—deliberately or accidentally. We have taken things that weren’t really ours, or that we should have asked for first. We aren’t holy or perfect. Our excuse that nobody’s perfect doesn’t satisfy the Lord. He still demands that people be absolutely holy, like himself. We may talk about “worse” sins and “not-so-bad” sins, but the fact is, even the smallest failure to be perfect, is still failure. Everyone has sinned!

Unless we have our sins taken from us, we face eternal fire! Well, here Jesus assures us, “Take heart, your sins are forgiven.” 

As soon as he told the paralytic to take heart, “some of the experts in the law said among themselves, ‘This fellow is blaspheming!’” These teachers were convinced that only God can forgive sins. They were half right! Who is this who even forgive sins? They didn’t recognize that Jesus was God.

Jesus claimed he had the authority to forgive. The apostles, Jesus, and the Bible all claim that. But as long as these statements remain just words, they are but claims. We want a clinical study or an opinion poll. We want proof.

In the second half of our text, Jesus supplies what we want. Only he gives us something more substantial than the results of an opinion poll or clinical trial. 

Shouldn’t we be satisfied just to believe his words? Sure. But Jesus does recognize that by our nature, we like to be convinced with our own eyes. Some things, however, you just can’t see.

You can’t see a person’s sinful record. If you live with a person 24 hours a day, you will catch them committing sins! But you don’t know what went on when you weren’t there. You don’t even know what’s going on in their hearts when you are with them. You can’t see their list of sin; how long, how short, what kind. You trust the Bible’s statement that “all have sinned,” but you don’t know exactly how.

In the same way, you can’t see when a person’s sins are forgiven. But you can see a paralyzed man! 

The teachers of the law could not see the paralytic’s sins. So, they couldn’t see Jesus take them away. They doubted, even claimed Jesus blasphemed. So, Jesus asked, “‘Why are you thinking evil in your hearts? …but so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority…to forgive sins,’ he then said to the paralyzed man, ‘Get up, take your stretcher, and go home’.”

Wouldn’t we be right there with the teachers of the law? “How can you tell?” 

Jesus asked, “Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’?”

It should be obvious. It’s easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven.” After the words are spoken you can’t prove anything either way. It’s much harder to say to a paralyzed man, “Get up and walk!” If the man doesn’t get up, Jesus ends up looking like a fool. People will say, “See, you can’t do that!” Ah, but Jesus did!

You see why Jesus waited to heal the man? Jesus wanted the teachers to think through forgiveness and what they needed to know to see it could be done. Then, Jesus worked the miracle. A paralyzed man got up and walked home. If Jesus had the authority to do that—and it is proven before our eyes!—then, he can forgive, too.

Quite a few people accepted that proof. The final verse of this text relates, “When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe and glorified God, who had given such authority to men.” Jesus had the authority to heal illness, and to forgive sins!

He is the one who forgives sin. That means yours and mine, too. It’s not too big a task. Christ’s cross accomplished all the forgiveness we could ever need. St. John rejoiced, “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the whole world,” (I John 2:2).

Now that you’ve got it, you can start passing it around. Our gospel lesson pointed out that our incredible debt with God has been freely forgiven. On that basis, we share the same forgiveness. Paul encouraged the Ephesians, and us, “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ has forgiven us,” (Ephesians 4:32). 

What forgiveness we share is real forgiveness. Twice in the recent gospel lessons from Matthew Jesus said, “Whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven,” (16:19; 18:18) You can forgive sins! It’s not like computer repair. It’s not voodoo magic. Because of Christ, it is something you can do.

Who is it who even forgives sins? It’s Christ, and it’s you, too. Let’s do it! AMEN.

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church 

M:  O Lord, our God, you have justified fallen mankind through the suffering and death of Jesus Christ, our Lord, we praise you for your grace and mercy.
C:  We could never justify ourselves for no matter how much we try, we are sinners still.
M:  Even our most upright and outstanding behaviors are as filthy rags, tainted by sins and self-righteous attitudes.
C:  Yet we are bold to come before you, trusting in Jesus, knowing that through him there is complete forgiveness for everyone.
M:  Comfort us and give us that surpassing peace which comes from knowing that we are justified and forgiven by the one who proved his power to provide it.
C:  Continue to fill us with your grace and keep us steadfast and true in our trust.
M:  Enable us to bring forth the fruits of salvation--good works--to your glory, not ours. Let us not trust that we are saved by these works, but motivate us to do them in response to your kindness and grace.
C:  Allow our good works to bring blessings to others: words of kindness to those who need encouragement; a sharing spirit to those who need a hand up or a hand out; using our talents in carpentry or car repair, computer skills or lawn care to provide help to someone who needs our advice or our physical assistance.
M:  Chiefly, Lord, prepare us to follow the example of friends who brought the paralyzed man to your side, and so enable us to guide all sinners to find cleansing in the blood of Jesus.
C:  May our love for souls be powerful in leading us to daily choices which will then extend your kingdom.
M:  Since we cannot accomplish things with the power you have, we therefore ask your blessing upon these people who are on our minds…
Brief silence for personal prayer and meditation
M: Hear all our petitions, including these as we pray…
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

The Sacrament

M:
The Lord be with you.

C:
And also with you.

M:
Lift up your hearts.

C:
We lift them up to the Lord.

M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M:
Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:
Amen. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us and grant us your peace. Amen.

Distribution HYMN – 392



“Not Unto Us”
Sing:  
     Not unto us, not unto us be glory, Lord; 

Not unto us but to your name be praise;
Not unto us but to your name all honor be giv’n 

For matchless mercy, forgiveness, and grace.
Meditate:  Amazing grace--that chose us e’er the worlds were made;
Amazing grace--that sent your Son to save;
Amazing grace--that robed us in your righteousness
And taught our lips to sing glory and praise.
Sing:       O faithful love--that shepherded through faithless years;
Forgiving love--that led us to your truth;
Unyielding love--that would not let us turn from you
But sent us forth to speak pardon and peace.
Meditate:  Not unto us but to your name be glory, Lord,
For grace so rich, so wide, so high, so free.
Abide with us till trav’ling days are over and done,
And pilgrim feet lead us home, Lord, to you.
Blessing of all Communicants
M:  May the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in the true faith unto life everlasting. Be at peace. Your sins are forgiven. Amen.

Closing Prayer and Blessing  
M:
… through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:
Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:
Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN — 521 v. 1,5      

“Lord of All Nations Grant Me Grace”
Sing:  Lord of all nations, grant me grace To love all people, ev’ry race,
And in each person help me view My kindred, loved, redeemed by you.
Sing:  With your own love may I be filled And by your Holy Spirit willed,
That all I touch, whate’er I do, May be divinely touched by you.
NOTES and NEWS

Flowers  We thank Perry & Julie Holleran for flowers given in loving memory of Perry’s father, Earl L. Holleran (July 6, 1918 – September 14, 2020). Blessed be his memory.

Memorials 

We thank Mark & Beth Krohn for their gift to the Vision fund given in memory of Susan Bishop. 

We thank Clarence & Phyllis Kostecki for their gift to debt reduction given in memory of Susan Bishop.

We thank Robert & Janice Gresens for their gift to debt redution given in memory of Clifford Brandt, friend and second cousin.

We thank Michael & Lois Fasse for their gift to Our Savior’s School given in memory of Alice Christian, Marie Krohn’s sister.

Blessed be their memories. Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.

RADA Cutlery Sale

Back by popular request, the Ladies’ Aid is again sponsoring a RADA Cutlery sale. Catalogs and ordering information are available in the narthex. The sale will be open through Nov. 22. If you place an order and want it delivered before the November deadline date, alternate dates for delivery can be arranged. Please contact Sue Unruh at 359-6335 with any questions. 

Meeting Every Member 
Pastor Suckow has set aside Mondays and Tuesdays from 3-7 PM. Please call or email the office to set a time. Each visit will last around 40 minutes. You can reach Pastor Suckow directly at 715-302-4736 or jsuckow3@gmail.com.
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.




	Sunday 9/27
	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM

11:30 - Noon
	Worship with Communion

Bible Class

Worship

Drive-thru Communion

	Monday
	5:30 PM

7:00 PM
	Board of Education

Council teleconference

	Wednesday
	4-5:15 PM

6:30 PM
	Catechism

Small Group Bible Study

	Thursday
	6:30 PM
	Worship 

	Sunday 10/4
	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM
	Worship 

Bible Class

Worship


Attendance: 

Thursday – 25, Sunday – 26 & 25, Online – 32, Total = 108


Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.


This Week’s Opportunities for Growing in Christ








Our Stewardship of God’s Gifts: Sept 17/20


Weekly         	Vision      		Debt Red     	Plate		


$2,847.00    $250.00	 $128.00        	$5.00		





WELS Scholarship


$30.00 
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