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Pentecost 19 ~ October 8 & 11, 2020
Opening Hymn –344 v. 1,5

“At the Name of Jesus”
Sing:   At the name of Jesus Ev’ry knee shall bow,
Ev’ry tongue confess him King of glory now;
‘Tis the Father’s pleasure We should call him Lord,
Who from the beginning Was the mighty Word.
Sing:   In your hearts enthrone him; There let him subdue
All that is not holy, All that is not true.
In its light and pow’r. Let his will enfold you
Crown him as your captain In temptation’s hour;
Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817–77, abr., alt.

Common Service 
M:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:
Amen.

M:
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C:   Amen.

M:  Let us pray: Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you. May our prayer be heard through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 C:
Amen.

First Lesson  


        




   Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 (EHV)
God judges justly. “The soul who sins is the one who will die.” No one will be condemned for someone else’s disobedience. Nor will anyone be saved by some other person’s faith-inspired obedience. Therefore, the Lord’s will is that each of us repent of our sins, turn to him, and live.
The word of the Lord came to me. 2 What do you mean, you who keep repeating this proverb concerning the soil of Israel, “Fathers eat sour grapes, and their sons’ teeth are set on edge”? 3 As surely as I live, declares the Lord God, you will never again use this proverb in Israel. 4 Indeed, all souls are mine. The soul of the father is mine just like the soul of the son. The soul who sins is the one who will die. 
25 But you say, “The Lord’s way is not fair.” Listen now, house of Israel. Is it my way that is not fair? Is it not your ways that are not fair? 26 If a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and practices unrighteousness, he will die because of it. Because of the unrighteousness that he has practiced, he will die. 27 But if a wicked man turns from his wickedness that he has done and practices justice and righteousness, he will preserve his life. 28 Because he has seen and turned away from all the rebellious acts that he had committed, he will surely live, and he will not die. 29 But the house of Israel says, “The Lord’s way is not fair.” Is it really my ways that are not fair, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are not fair? 30 Therefore, I will judge each one of you according to his ways, O house of Israel, declares the Lord God. Repent and turn away from all your rebellious acts, so that you will not set out a stumbling block that makes you guilty. 31 Throw off from yourselves all your rebellious actions by which you have rebelled, and obtain a new heart and a new spirit for yourselves. Why should you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies, declares the Lord God. So repent and live!
Second Lesson  


               




              Philippians 2:1-11 (EHV)
By humbly taking on human flesh, laying aside the use of his divine powers, suffering and dying to save us, our Lord Jesus gave us both the motivation and the pattern for humble Christian living.
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being united in spirit, and having one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility consider one another better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look carefully not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Indeed, let this attitude be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. 6 Though he was by nature God, he did not consider equality with God as a prize to be displayed, 7 but he emptied himself by taking the nature of a servant. When he was born in human likeness, and his appearance was like that of any other man, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Verse of the Day           





  Philippians 2:10,11 (NIV 84)
M:  Alleluia! At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Alleluia!  
Gospel Lesson  


         




        Matthew 21: 28-32 (EHV)
The father asks both his sons to work in his vineyard. One said he accepted but did not go. The second refused but changed his mind and did work. The religious leaders of the Jews acted as the first son. But they rejected God’s way (including that revealed by John the Baptist). They weren’t even moved when the formerly disobedient turned in faith to that gospel. By grace, those disobedient sons were welcomed into God’s kingdom through repentance and faith.
“What do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go work today in my vineyard.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 He came to the second and said the same thing. The second son answered, ‘I will go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said to him, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Amen I tell you: The tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, but you did not believe him. However, the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him. Even when you saw this, you did not change your mind and believe him.  
This is the gospel of our Lord.

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn – 385 v. 1-3, 5

   “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”
Sing:  Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me,

Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die.

As the branch is to the vine, I am his and he is mine!

Sing:  Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, Higher than the heav’ns above,

Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity,

Love that found me—wondrous thought!—Found me when I sought him not.

Meditate: Only Jesus can impart Comfort to a wounded heart:

Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,

Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod.

Sing:  Strengthen me, O gracious Lord, By your Spirit and your word.

When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way;

Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die.

Text: William McComb, 1793–c. 1870, alt.

SERMON:  Matthew 21: 28-32 
Let’s Turn This Thing Around!
My fellow followers of Christ: Think of a three-year-old trying to tie his own shoes. Though you can see he’s struggling, he wants to “do it myself.” A mom might offer to show him, by tying her own shoes so that he can see. But he obstinately continues to do it his own way, even when it doesn’t work. The thing is: in most cases, a child will eventually turn to mom for help. He was headed in an unsuccessful direction but has gotten turned around.

Three-year-old boys don’t have an exclusive hold on headstrong behavior. In our text it was 40-60-year-old chief priests and elders of the Israelite people. Referencing John the Baptist, Jesus pointed out that they had seen the positive effect of John’s teachings on sinful people, but they weren’t about to listen to John--or Jesus.

The same had happened a few times. On another occasion Jesus spoke to the leaders about their reactions to John and to himself, using a proverb of the time, “We played the flute for you, but you did not dance. We sang a dirge, but you did not mourn,” (Matthew 11:17). They didn’t want it either way!

John the Baptist was the dirge—a funeral march. Very certainly much of John’s message warned about death. He threatened eternal punishment. He spoke out against the “brood of vipers” who closed their ears to God’s law. Jesus brought a greater percentage of gospel: “Come to me you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest,” (Matthew 11:28).

Just to clarify, neither were all one message or the other. John got to loudly proclaim, as he pointed to Jesus, “Look, the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world,” (John 1:29)! What gorgeous gospel! And more than once Jesus denounced the unbelief of “whitewashed tombs that appear beautiful on the outside, but on the inside are full of…every kind of uncleanness,” (Matthew 23:27), dreadful law. From either one of them the chief priests and elders were hearing the full message of God: stinging law and sweet gospel. But they didn’t want either!

So, Jesus’ near final attempt with them focused on the one thing that should have turned them around. “For John came to you in the way of righteousness, but you did not believe him. However, the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him. Even when you saw this, you did not change your mind and believe him.”

To help them reach the correct conclusion, Jesus told a very brief parable. “A man had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go work today in my vineyard.’ He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. He came to the second and said the same thing. The second son answered, ‘I will go, sir,’ but he did not go.”

What do we learn from those brothers? The first said, “No,” but ended up doing his father’s will. These were the tax collectors and the prostitutes. They had been saying “no” to the heavenly father for a long time.

These are not sins that one falls into on a spur of the moment temptation. One had to apply for a tax collector position and prove themselves to the authorities. Tax collecting was a premeditated choice to cheat their fellows out of their hard-earned income. While prostitution may begin with a regretted moment of lustful behavior, for it to become a profession is a conscious choice.

These were people who knew what they were getting into; also choosing to ignore warnings of family and friends, disregarding their own consciences, and resisting the social rejection such occupations generated. They said, “no” to it all—and to God!

Yet when John the Baptist preached, their consciences were pricked, and repentance marked their newly created faith. This was a real change. In Luke accounting of John’s ministry, “Tax collectors also came to be baptized. They said, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ To them he said, ‘Collect no more than what you were authorized to’,” (3:12,13). Not only was there contrition and sorrow over their sins, but there was also an honest desire to replace sinful behavior to that which pleased the Father in heaven. They said, “‘I will not,’ but later (they) changed (their) mind and went.”

The second brother said, “‘I will go, sir,’ but he did not go.” Jesus didn’t have to say it, but that was the chief priests and the elders. Certainly, they said they loved God and worshiped with sacrifices and outstanding gifts to church and people. But they didn’t have their hearts in it, nor did they want to listen to any prophet of the Lord, from Zechariah to John to Jesus. 

This was not a random conversational thread plucked from mid-air. Just before our text, the Jewish leaders had accosted Jesus and demanded by what authority he was teaching. Jesus responded with a question about John the Baptist’s authority.  “‘The baptism of John, where was it from? From heaven or from men?’ They discussed it among themselves, saying, ‘If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Then why did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From men,’ we are afraid of the crowd, since they all regard John as a prophet.’ So, they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know’,” (vv 24-27). Did they truly fear the crowd? Or just hate to give up their pet presuppositions? They were able to manipulate the crowd to call for Jesus’ crucifixion, so I don’t think fear is the answer. They just didn’t want to admit they weren’t believers.

Their resistance was also long-term disregard of God’s message. The earlier reference to the dance and the dirge was from Matthew chapter 11. This is now chapter 21. Nearly all of Jesus’ three-year ministry had taken place, and they hadn’t yet given up their stubborn resistance to him.

There were instances and moments of hopefulness. Nicodemus came to speak with Jesus at night, and in the daytime confessed his allegiance to Christ when later helping Joseph place Jesus’ body in the tomb. 

Even in that last week before Good Friday one teacher approached Jesus with an honest question: “When he saw that Jesus had answered (the Sadducees) well, he asked Jesus, ‘Which commandment is the greatest of all?’ Jesus answered, ‘The most important is: ‘…You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.’ The expert in the law said to him, ‘Well said, teacher. To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding, and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself, is more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.’ When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God’,” (Mark 12:32-34).

This teacher of the law was not far but still not taking that final step of repentance and faith in Christ as the one who fulfilled that law for him. He still thought he could do it himself. Still the obstinate 3-year-old with his shoelaces.

For even after Jesus’ death and resurrection, the chief priests and elders were rebuked by Stephen, “‘You stiff-necked people…! You always resist the Holy Spirit! You are doing just what your fathers did. …They killed those who prophesied the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers and murderers,” (Acts 7:51-52).

Those chief priests and elders are dead and gone. They have faced their judgment: as the Scriptures declare: “It is appointed for people to die only once and after this comes the judgment,” (Hebrews 9:27).

Did they turn around in time? Only God knows that, and he hasn’t chosen to reveal that. He has told us of some who have joyfully received his grace, such as St. Paul: “This saying is trustworthy and worthy of full acceptance: ‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,’ of whom I am the worst,” (I Timothy 1:15). We have the example of these tax collectors and prostitutes who were guided to repentance by John’s preaching. We get to hear about those, for our sake. How shall it affect us?

Do we have pet presuppositions which war against repentance? Am I living in the error of the chief priests and elders that I myself can obey well enough that I don’t need Jesus? 

Maybe we aren’t that blatant. But a similar attitude comes through when we think that our attendance at church—or online—is the thing that God expects and we are giving it, so we’re good. Or that anything less than devoted attentiveness to the Word of God, and committed efforts to live according to it, is adequate. Repent of unheartfelt service to God! Take to heart the example of tax-collectors and prostitutes who asked to know how to turn this thing around.

Repent of the premeditated sins that have said “no” to God for far too long. Some go into the tax season knowing that the real numbers and the reported numbers won’t necessarily match. Some go to work after a conflict with a supervisor with the intent to do no more than necessary and maybe just a little less to prove our independence. Don’t foolishly think that premeditated sins are simply overlooked. Let’s turn this thing around.

Repent of the sins which have caught us when temptations snuck up against us and we didn’t notice till too late. A moment of speeding is such an easy thing to fall into without trying. A day’s seething anger overwhelms without our conscious awareness. A chance encounter with someone of the opposite sex inserts a lustful thought in our heart before we even realize it. Once more we trip over the cheap temptation to eat more than needed, or to lie back in bed a little longer lazily ignoring our obligations, or the quick snapping out at a spouse. Repent of these sins. Let’s turn this thing around!

And rejoice in the forgiveness won for you by Jesus Christ. Jesus wanted tax collectors, prostitutes, chief priests and elders, you and me, to know that his sacrifice turns those sins away from God and casts them into the depths of the sea. His obedience to God’s will has turned our sins around and driven them from God’s memory. His assurance comforts: “Do not be afraid, little flock, because your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom,” (Luke 12:32). Follow the tax collectors and prostitutes in faith as they flee from sin to the Savior.

By faith, the obverse of Jesus’ warning, “Whoever will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it,” (Mark 10:15) becomes true. By the power of the Holy Spirit we turn this thing around to say, “Having received the kingdom of God in the faith of a little child, we can enter his heavenly glory.” No more insistence on our own way. Christ has turned us around. AMEN.

Responsive PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:  Our Holy God in heaven, we humbly come before you with contrite hearts, solemnly confessing our sins.
C:  Our lives seem an unending succession of sins in thought, word and deed.
M:  We are guilty of sins of commission and sins of omission.
C:  On occasion we have spoken when we should have remained silent, and have remained silent when we should have spoken up.
M:  Lustful thoughts have infiltrated our hearts at times.
C:  Our impatience has turned to anger, and anger has sometimes given way to a desire for revenge.
M:  The God-intended sweet words of love and forgiveness have been replaced with sharp and hurtful words breathing bitterness and scorn.
C:  How often haven’t we chosen superficial, earthly pleasures instead of the heavenly treasures gained by reading and hearing your Word.
M:  For these uncountable and even unknown sins we sincerely repent and plead your mercy in Christ Jesus.
C:  We rejoice in his willingness to live and die for us, and that he accomplished all that you desired to obtain our forgiveness.
M:  Help to live in ways that express our faith and our joyful thanks.
C:  May we find ways to replace our sinful actions with new and holy ones, and to remove our disobedient attitudes with ones of eager service to you. 
M:  Make us realize that our bodies are the dwelling of the Holy Spirit, so that with unflagging zeal we present ourselves to you as living sacrifices, ready to do every good work. And graciously give ear to our prayers for these people.
Brief silence for personal prayer and meditation
M:  We ask all things in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son, whose suffering and death have redeemed us for you for time and eternity. And thus, we also pray…
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT

M:
The Lord be with you.

C:
And also with you.

M:
Lift up your hearts.

C:
We lift them up unto the Lord.

M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

C:
It is good and right so to do.

M:
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

C:
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:
Amen.  

C:
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us and grant us your peace. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN – 302


“Lord, to You I Make Confession”
Sing:  Lord, to you I make confession; I have sinned and gone astray;
I have multiplied transgression, Chosen for myself my way.
Led by you to see my errors, Lord, I tremble at your terrors.
Meditate:  Yet, though conscience’ voice appall me, Father, I will seek your face.
Though your child I dare not call me, Yet receive me to your grace.
Do not for my sins forsake me; Do not let your wrath o’ertake me.
Meditate:  For your Son has suffered for me, Giv’n himself to rescue me,
Died to save me and restore me, Reconciled and set me free.
Jesus’ cross alone can vanquish These dark fears and soothe this anguish.
Sing:  Lord, on you I cast my burden— Sink it in the depths below!
Let me know your gracious pardon; Wash me, make me white as snow.
Let your Spirit leave me never; Make me only yours forever.
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.

THANKSGIVING

C:
Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your word. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel.

M:
… through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:
Amen.

M:
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:
Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN — 749 v. 1,2
      

“The Love of Christ, Who Died for Me”
Sing:   The love of Christ, who died for me Is more than mind can know,
His mercy measureless and free To meet the debt I owe.
He came my sinful cause to plead, He laid his glories by,
For me a homeless life to lead, A shameful death to die.
Sing:   My sins I only see in part, My self-regarding ways;
The secret places of my heart Lie bare before his gaze.
For me the price of sin he paid; My sins beyond recall
Are all alike on Jesus laid, He died to bear them all.
      Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926 © 1991 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NOTES and NEWS

Portals of Prayer, Meditations & Forward in Christ  Pick up the latest issues today!

Gifts & Memorials 

We thank DuWayne & Shirley Marquardt for their gift to Our Savior’s School given in memory of Dale Tessmer (DuWayne’s nephew), David Cyrtmus (a friend), and Jeanne Steinbrecher (Debbie Sulko’s sister). Blessed be their memories. 

We thank Our Savior’s Ladies’ Aid for their gift to our October featured ministry, The Lutheran Home Association. 

Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.

Meeting Every Member 

Pastor Suckow has set aside Mondays and Tuesdays from 3-7 PM. Please call or email the office or Pastor Suckow to set a time. You can reach Pastor Suckow directly at 715-302-4736 or jsuckow3@gmail.com.

LWMS Virtual Fall Rally
Join us this Saturday, October 17, at 9:00 AM in the church sanctuary. Via YouTube we’ll watch devotions, the business meeting, and a mission presentation: “Church Planting Dos and Don’ts” by Pastor Eric Melso of Living Hope Lutheran Church in Chattanooga TN. 

Mission offerings will support pastoral studies, joint mission special projects, and the LWMS Central Office.

All ladies of the congregation are considered LWMS members. All are welcome to attend the rally – men too!
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.




	Sunday 10/11

-Food Pantry
	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM
	Worship with Communion

Bible Class

Worship 

	Monday
	5:00 PM
	Coordinating Council

	Tuesday
	6:00 PM
	Bible Information Class

	Wednesday
	4:00 PM
	Catechism

	Thursday
	6:30 PM
	Worship 

	Saturday
	9:00 AM
	LWMS Virtual Fall Rally

	Sunday 10/18


	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM
	Worship 

Bible Class

Worship



Attendance: Thursday – 24, Sunday – 20 & 15, Online - 22   Total = 81

Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 

with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.


This Week’s Opportunities for Growing in Christ








Our Stewardship of God’s Gifts: October 4, 2020


Weekly         	Vision      		Debt Red     	Missions	Amazing Grace LC


$3,259.00    $375.00	 $200.00        	$25.00	$50.00	     





Bldg Maint/Equipment	Windows	The Lutheran Home Assoc


$3,025.00 				$25.00	  	$60.00	     
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