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Pentecost 20 ~ October 15 & 18, 2020
Opening Hymn –386 v. 1,3,4  “Now I Have Found the Firm Foundation”
Sing:  Now I have found the firm foundation Which holds my life forever sure;

’Twas laid before the world’s creation In Christ my Savior’s wounds secure,

Foundation which unmoved shall stay When heav’n and earth will pass away.

Meditate: Our ruin God has not intended; For our salvation he has yearned.

For this his Son to earth descended And then again to heav’n returned;

For this so patient evermore He’s knocking at our heart’s closed door.

Sing:  O depth of love, to me revealing The sea where my sins disappear!

In Christ my wounds find perfect healing; There is no condemnation here!

For Jesus’ blood through earth and skies Forever “Mercy! Mercy!” cries.

Text: Johann A. Rothe, 1688–1758, abr.; tr. composite.

Service of the Word 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:  And also with you.

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen.

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

C:  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues forever.

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him.

M:  Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness keep us safe from every evil of body and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you and your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 C: Amen.

FIRST Lesson:  Isaiah 5:1-7 (EHV)
The Lord had given his people every advantage in order that they produce fruits of faith. They produced only rotten fruit of injustice and unrighteousness. We are well warned. When the gospel is despised, the outcry over human injustice will follow. God’s judgment is never far behind.
Let me sing for my loved one a song about my loved one’s vineyard. My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile ridge. 2 He dug it up and gathered the stones out of it. He planted it with the best vines. He built a tower in the middle of it. He also cut a winepress into it. He expected it to produce clusters of sweet grapes, but it produced only sour grapes. 3 So now, you residents of Jerusalem and you men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What more could have been done for my vineyard that I have not already done for it? When I expected it to produce clusters of sweet grapes, why did it produce sour grapes? 5 Now, let me tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will take away its hedge, and it will become a pasture. I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled down. 6 I will make it a wasteland. It will not be pruned or hoed. So briers and thorns will shoot up. I will also command the clouds not to pour rain on it. 7 Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of Armies is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are the planting that was pleasing to him. He expected justice, but instead there was oppression. He expected righteousness, but there was an outcry.
sECOND Lesson:  Philippians 3:8-14 (EHV)
What sinfulness our minds conceive! On the one hand we might believe that we can attain heaven through our efforts--rather than that Christ took hold of us by grace. On the other hand, the grace of Christ might be abused as a license to sin. Let us live as citizens of heaven, who in gratefulness for grace push on to live in obedience.
But even more than that, I consider everything to be a loss because of what is worth far more: knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord. For his sake, I have lost all things and consider them rubbish, so that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, which comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness that comes from God by faith. 10 I do this so that I may know him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, 11 in the hope that in some way I may arrive at the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus also took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it yet, but there is one thing I do: Forgetting the things that are behind and straining toward the things that are ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
Verse of the Day:  Hebrews 2:12 (RSV)

M: Alleluia! I will proclaim your name to my people, in the midst of the congregation, I will praise you. Alleluia!
C:   Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia!

Gospel Lesson:   Matthew 21:33-43 (EHV)
“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. He leased it out to some tenant farmers and went away on a journey. 34 When the time approached to harvest the fruit, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35 The tenant farmers seized his servants. They beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then the landowner sent even more servants than the first time. The tenant farmers treated them the same way. 37 Finally, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 38 But when the tenant farmers saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance!’ 39 They took him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 So when the landowner comes, what will he do to those tenant farmers?” 41 They told him, “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end. Then he will lease out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him his fruit when it is due.” 42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes? 43 “That is why I tell you the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces its fruit.
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn –528 v. 1,3,4 

    “Christ Is Our Cornerstone”
Sing:  Christ is our cornerstone; On him alone we build.

With his true saints alone The courts of heav’n are filled.

On his great love Our hopes we place Of present grace And joys above.

Meditate: Here, gracious God, do now And evermore draw near;

Accept each faithful vow And all your children hear,

And more and more On those who pray Each holy day Your blessing pour.

Sing:  Here may we gain from heav’n The grace which we implore,

And may that grace, once giv’n, Be with us evermore

Until that day When all the blest To endless rest Are called away!

Text: Latin hymn, c. 8th century, abr.; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt.

SERMON: Philippians 3:8-14
Do You Really Mean It?
My fellow practicers of the Christian life: have you heard of the 10,000-hour principle? That’s the understanding that to become an expert in any field, you have to spend 10K hours practicing.

Professional athletes get this. You don’t wake up one morning at the peak of your prowess. It takes many mornings of waking up to yet another skills practice, yet another workout, yet another film study, before you find the achievement you aim for.

However, research shows that this also applies to art, to science, to business, and so on. It takes many hours of practice before one reaches a level that marks you as good at what you do. Even prodigies as Van Gogh, Mozart and Bill Gates didn’t start life as instant successes. They spent hours to get where they got.

Of course, I’ve probably spent about half that time on a golf course in my life, how much longer yet till I get even a little good at it?

But backing up on that principle, how do you manage to set aside 10K hours for any activity? Few of us can afford the time to develop pro athlete skills. And occasionally a pro athlete will admit that they missed out on a lot of things along the way due to their single-minded focus. For many of us, devoting that much time to any one thing isn’t worth it.

Here, in his letter to the Philippians, Paul points out that persistence in Christian growth is worth it. Knowing Christ is of upmost importance, and dedicating every ounce of energy towards that goal, is the greatest commitment one can make.

Really, Paul? Do you really mean that? Set aside everything for religion? Not exactly. Paul would say, religion is something you do, Christianity is something you believe. Doing, as he says, belongs in the dungheap!

Shortly before our text Paul listed the things he did. In regard to religious zeal “persecuting the church”, in “righteousness based on law, faultless,” (vv 5,6). Then he follows that up with: “Whatever were gains to me I now consider a loss,” (v 7). He had striven mightily to be a perfect person before the Lord, only to realize that failing true perfection was always a loss. His Pharisaical efforts didn’t gain him anything, in fact, were nothing but a waste of time.

Then, in our text, “What is more, I consider everything a loss…” Not just his inadequate attempts at holiness, everything he was and did was garbage, rubbish. More precisely, the word describes human manure. That’s how great his religion had been—a load of dung!

What’s other “doing” that’s a bunch of manure? Maybe we would like people to know that we made Lenten suppers or Easter breakfasts for the congregation. Maybe we want credit for the hours spent in church activities. Maybe we figure God should notice how kind we are to the neighbors. But we realize that none of that measures up to God’s expectations of perfect dedication and perfect generosity and perfect kindness.

Our failings and sins are garbage before the Lord, offensive to his nose and to his perfect nature. Every sin puts me on the outs with God. Every sin prompts in him a righteous rage that we should dare to commit even that one sin, let alone stoop so low as to wallow in sinful behavior. Every sin brings God’s justifiable decree that eternal punishment is the perfect sentence for having done it. Why would we want to keep that around? Sin is garbage!

But we’re rid of it in Christ. “God made him who had no sin, to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God,” (II Corinthians 5:21). What you and I were, was lost at the cross! Everything wrong about us has been cleansed by the blood of Christ. All the sins we wallowed in as a pig in mud, have been taken from us “as far as the east is from the west,” (Psalm 103:12). We now possess “the righteousness that comes from God by faith.” Sin is literally garbage—and it is literally gone!

But what of the other things Paul was? He couldn’t help being of the tribe of Benjamin. In the same way, not every aspect of our life is a direct sin.

I still wish to work and earn a living. That’s not a bad thing, God made us to work and to support others. I still wish to enjoy my family. That’s not a bad thing, God put us in families and wants them to be a blessing to us, and we to be a blessing to them. These are good things. But will they distract us from Christ? Anything important to us on earth can be detrimental to our faith in Jesus. 

Consider that Jesus said: “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me,” (Matthew 10:37). God doesn’t want us to hate our moms and dads, or sons and daughters, just don’t let your relationship with them put your relationship with Christ at risk. He also proclaimed: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross daily,” (Luke 9:23). Christ explains: “What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet forfeit their soul,” (Luke 9:35)? If those things of this world, blessings meant from a loving God’s hands; if they become our focus to the exclusion of Christ, then we have lost everything. May the things be lost! That’s what Paul would advise us.

Really, Paul? Do you really mean that? Live to the extreme of cutting out anything that would hinder us from keeping Christ first and foremost in our lives? Yes, he means that.

 He even says, “forgetting the things that are behind and straining toward the things that are ahead, I press on…” Those are words of action and effort! And “I do this so that I may…(be) conformed to his death.”

Really, Paul? Do you really mean that we look to being joined with Jesus in death? Aren’t we supposed to be looking forward to heaven and to eternal life?

We know the Scriptures are guiding us towards eternal life. But Paul wants to us realize that focusing on Christ brings a measure of his death to the Christian right now.

Indeed, Christ declared: “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household,” (Matthew 10:24,25)! Do you know what they are going to call you?

I don’t wish to convey any political campaigning, but do you recall a couple years ago that Brian Hagedorn supposedly took $3,000 from a “hate group” supporting his campaign for state Supreme Court Justice? He received that donation from his home congregation. Now you are a “hate group” if your church stands for God’s truth in human relationships. They’d wish to crucify Christ all over again, and you with him. Be ready to conform to Christ’s death in your earthly life.

Jesus also warned, “you will be brought before governors and kings…” (Matthew 10:18). Wouldn’t that be nice? World Series winners get invited to the White House. State dinners are given in honor of successful people. Wouldn’t it be an honor to be brought before governors and kings?

Even those invited to such events don’t always want to be there. Some have refused those invitations in order to show their disagreement with the policies of those inviting them. While I’m neither condoning, nor condemning, you’ve got to be impressed with their commitment to their principles. Wouldn’t we want to be known just as well for our firm stance for Jesus? Don’t let human pride or desire for honor diminish your stand for Christ.

But, of course, Christ’s reason for the warning is to prepare us for the more likely invitation before governors and kings; to be grilled for our faith, even punished for it. Are you ready for the challenge of persecution for knowing and believing in Christ? Jesus promises to stand with you. “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven,” (Matthew 10:32). He promises to send the Holy Spirit to give us courage and the words to say. And he promises, “Be faithful, even to the point of death, and you will receive the crown of life,” (Revelation 2:10). Let all be loss for the sake of Christ.

Do you really mean that? Sacrifice everything for Jesus? 

Paul meant it. Two thirds of the book of Acts describes Paul’s rejection, mock trials, whippings and even a stoning because of his dedication to the gospel of Jesus. Did Paul mean what he said here to the Philippians that he would give it all up for Christ? He did.

It’s what Christ is speaking of in the gospels when he encouraged us to take up our cross. He didn’t say take up your pillow and relax. He never said to lift a glass and celebrate. He said grab your cross, be ready to lose your life for his sake.

Your Confirmation day may be a long way back in the rearview mirror, but I trust that the day still stands firm in your memories. You promised to remain faithful. Are you proud of what you have stood for in the years since? Are you aware of your failings? Are you willing to rededicate yourself today to the pain and the process of putting Christ first in everything?

That’s asking a lot! How can we make that promise? Can we really mean it?

Our motivation is Christ. His life was one of humble service for the greater goal of our good. His obedience to the Law of God, and even obedience to the false laws of human injustice—on our behalf—are encouraging to us. We know of Christ’s faithfulness even to the point of death, for our sake, and it helps.

But there is strength also in Paul’s proclamation: “I do this so that I may know him and the power of his resurrection.” That’s the solid rock upon which we stand. Christ is alive again. When we seek to be “conformed to his death”, we also rejoice that we will be united with him in resurrection. Paul speaks of how he knows Christ and lives “in the hope that…I may arrive at the resurrection from the dead.” Jesus is the firstfruits of those who live and die here. Christ’s body was sown into the ground and raised again in glorious power. And he says that we are with him in all of that. Because of his death, we will be united with Christ in his death—and in his life, through “the righteousness that comes from God by faith.” Your goal is heaven. Your promise is eternal life.

And God really means that! AMEN.

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:  O Lord God, heavenly Father, we praise and glorify you for the unsurpassed gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
C:  We repent of our evil and pray for the faith which trusts completely in the righteousness of Christ Jesus for our forgiveness.
M:  Open our hearts to the might power of your Word. Teach us to depend on your holy sacrament for spiritual strength. 
C:  Grant that our minds may be renewed in righteousness and our conscience be stirred to choose the good, and that every thought, word and deed be brought into captivity to Christ.
M:  Give to your church ministers and teachers who have the faithfulness and courage to true prophets: proclaimers of your Holy Word.
C:  By this proclaiming may your people and their children may be built up in faith, abound in good works, rejoice in your love, and finally enter your heavenly kingdom.
M:  We pray for our beloved country. Give us citizens who understand that the standards of what is right is not personal advancement or private favor, not public opinion or party platform, but your holy will. 
C:  Lavish your grace on all families, that each home may, by its Christian character, be for our children a foretaste of the joy and blessedness of our heavenly home.
M:  For all who are in any sickness, pain, anguish, or suffering, for all who are in any danger of body or soul, we pray. 
C:  Teach them to turn to you and wait on you for mercy. Grant them hope and a joyous deliverance from all their trials, and let them walk in your light all their days.
M:  Grant these other blessings to those for whom we pray…

Brief silence for personal prayer and meditation
M: We come to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our refuge and hope, and join to say...
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN – 387 v. 1-3, Sing all verses
“Drawn to the Cross”
1 Drawn to the cross, which you have blessed 

With healing gifts for souls distressed,

To find in you my life, my rest, 

Christ crucified, I come.

2 How well you know my griefs and fears, 

Your grace abused, my misspent years;

So now to you with contrite tears, 

Christ crucified, I come.

3 Wash me and take away each stain; 

Let nothing of my sin remain.

For cleansing through your cross and pain, 

Christ crucified, I come.

Text: Genevieve M. Irons, 1855–1928, alt.

CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING
M: …through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 
Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.


The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN — 596 v. 1          “Let Me Be Yours Forever”
Let me be yours forever, My faithful God and Lord;

Let me forsake you never Nor wander from your Word.

Lord, do not let me waver But give me steadfastness,

And for such grace and favor Your holy name I’ll bless.

Text: Nikolaus Selnecker, 1532–92, tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTES and NEWS
Drive-thru Communion 

If you’re reading this from home, please keep in mind that we will again offer an opportunity for drive-through Holy Communion next Sunday, October 25, from 11:30-noon.

Gifts & Memorials 

We thank DuWayne & Shirley Marquardt for their gift to Our Savior’s School given in memory of their brother-in-law, Ronald Wade. 

We thank Bob Bishop for his gift to school textbooks given in memory of his wife, Susan Bishop. He offers his heartfelt thanks to everyone for their prayers, cards, and gifts for comfort and blessings at Susan’s passing. 

Blessed be their memories. Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.

Meeting Every Member 

Pastor Suckow has set aside Mondays and Tuesdays from 3-7 PM. Please call or email the office or Pastor Suckow to set a time. You can reach Pastor Suckow directly at 715-302-4736 or jsuckow3@gmail.com.

Portals of Prayer, Meditations & Forward in Christ  

Large print Meditations are also available. Pick up the latest issues today!

God’s Creation Calendars
2021 calendars are available today in the narthex while they last. Cost is just $7 for these beautiful calendars. Proceeds help our teens attend the summer youth rally.
RADA Cutlery Sale

Back by popular request, the Ladies’ Aid is again sponsoring a RADA Cutlery sale. Catalogs and ordering information are available in the narthex. The sale will be open through Nov. 22. If you place an order and want it delivered before the November deadline date, alternate dates for delivery can be arranged. Please contact Sue Unruh at 359-6335 with   questions.
Update – Hmong outreach in Vietnam

But God’s word is not chained.    2 Timothy 2:9b

Since 2014, WELS Pastor Bounkeo Lor has made regular trips to Vietnam to train the leaders of the Hmong Fellowship Church. God blessed that work, and WELS adopted the ministry in 2015.  The true grace and peace of Jesus proclaimed to the Hmong leaders had a profound positive effect. They wanted more of our training. The government of Vietnam recognized the value of our training and gave us permission to build a training center in Hanoi. Learn more at wels.net/vietnamhmongoutreach.

The gospel training would have continued and the building construction would have progressed in 2020, but COVID-19 ground everything to a halt. Since early 2020, we have not made a single training visit to Vietnam and the building project could not move forward.

Because of these obstacles, the WELS Vietnam planning group explored the possibility of using online training for the Hmong Fellowship Church leaders. If we could not visit Vietnam in person, we could visit Vietnam on Zoom. The Vietnam planning group has decided to provide the technology and access to make this happen for the 60 leaders who are eager to continue their studies.

Soon all Hmong Fellowship Church leaders will be provided phones and internet connection to allow them to participate in online training classes. The men will remain at home or travel to nearby places with adequate internet. They will continue a planned course on law and gospel, and they will also participate in a study of the gospel of Mark to share with rural congregations. The free course of the gospel continues because God’s Word is not chained.

Written by Rev. Joel Nitz, Hmong Asia missionary
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.




	Sunday 10/18

- October WELS Connection
	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM
	Worship 

Bible Class

Worship 

	Monday
	7:00 PM
	Council teleconference

	Tuesday
	6:00 PM
	Bible Information Class

	Wednesday
	4:00 PM
	Catechism

	Thursday
	6:30 PM
	Worship with Communion

	Saturday
	
	OS Day at Dime & Dollar

	Sunday 10/25


	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM

11:30- Noon
	Worship  with Communion

Bible Class

Worship

Drive-thru Communion



Attendance:  Thursday – 27, Sunday – 26 & 32, Online – 18, Total = 103

Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.


This Week’s Opportunities for Growing in Christ








Our Stewardship of God’s Gifts: Sept. 27, 2020


Weekly         	Vision      		Debt Red     	Plate			Missions


$5,015.00    $680.00	 $430.00        	$5.00			$10.00	     





NLHS Op		Building Maintenance	  


$250.00 		$100.00	  						     
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