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Reformation Sunday ~ October 29 & November 1, 2020
Opening Hymn –514 v. 1,2

“Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain”
Sing:   Lord, help us ever to retain The Catechism’s doctrine plain
As Luther taught the Word of truth In simple style to tender youth.
Help us your holy law to learn, To mourn our sin and from it turn
In faith to you and to your Son And Holy Spirit, Three in One.
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Explanation of Luther’s seal
The minister speaks Luther’s own explanation of his seal, the congregation responds with a passage in keeping with the element of the seal.
M: “The first thing expressed in my seal is a black cross, within the heart, to put me in mind that faith in Christ crucified saves us.”
C: “For I had no intention of knowing anything among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” (I Corinthians 2:2)
M: “Now, although the cross is black, the color of death and an instrument to cause pain, yet it does not change the color of the heart, does not destroy nature--i.e. it does not kill, but keeps alive.”
C: “God erased the record of our debt brought against us by his legal demands...he took it away by nailing it to the cross.” (Colossians 2:14)
“We know that we have crossed over from death to life.” (1 John 3:14)
M: “But this heart is fixed upon the center of a white rose, to show that faith causes joy, consolation and peace.”
C: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ...who comforts us in all our trouble, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the same comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.” (II Corinthians 1:3,4)
M: “The rose is fixed in a sky of blue, to denote that such joy of faith in the spirit is but a downpayment and beginning of heavenly joy to come, as anticipated and held by hope, though not yet revealed.”
C: “Faith is being sure about what we hope for, being convinced about things we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1)
M: “And around this is a gold ring, to signify that such bliss in heaven is endless, and more precious than all joys and treasures. Christ, our dear Lord, he will give grace unto eternal life.”
C: “For this is the will of my Father: that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life. And I will raise him up on the Last Day.” (John 6:40).
Confession
M: Has this joy and trust always permeated our lives? Have our lives always reflected God’s grace in Christian living? Has the cross always been at the center of our lives?
C: No--we have often taken our eyes off the cross! We have at times trusted our own merits before God. Yet those merits will never suffice, for our lives have often reflected our own selfishness. We have often found joy in the shallow pleasures of this life. To you, and you alone, we turn, O Lord, and confess our sins to you and seek your mercy that we may be forgiven.
Absolution
M: God, our heavenly Father, has given you peace because he has made you holy through the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, our Savior. Brothers and sisters, lift up your hearts in joy once again for the cross is the foundation of our faith and our forgiveness. It does not waver with our unfaithfulness, but confirms once again God’s declaration: “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,” (Romans 8:1). Through him your life is redeemed and sanctified. Be at peace. Your sins are forgiven.
Prayer of the Day
Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your Word and comfort and strengthen them in all temptations; defend them against all enemies, and bestow on your Church your saving peace won by Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen
First Lesson 







  Daniel 6:10-12, 16-23 (EHV)
When earthly authorities command us to disobey the Word of God, we must not yield. Daniel prayed to God, knowing that the king had outlawed such prayer. However, God’s name and reputation were upheld by Daniel’s obedience, and by the Lord’s miraculous deliverance.
Now, when Daniel learned that the document had been signed, he went to his house. It had windows on its upper story that opened toward Jerusalem. Three times each day he would get on his knees and pray and offer praise before his God. He continued to do that, just as he had been doing before this. 11 Then these men came as a group and found Daniel praying and seeking favor from his God. 12 They then went and asked the king about the decree. “Your Majesty, did you not sign a decree that anyone who prays to any god or person for thirty days except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into the den of lions?”
16 Then the king gave the order, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you.” 17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the pit. The king sealed it with his signet ring and the signet rings of his nobles so that nothing could be changed with regard to Daniel’s situation. 18 Then the king went to his palace. He spent the night without food, and no entertainment was brought before him. But he could not sleep. 19 At dawn the king arose as soon as it was light and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 As he came near the pit, he cried out in a fearful voice. The king said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, was your God, whom you serve continually, able to rescue you from the lions?” 21 Then Daniel spoke with the king. “Your Majesty, may you live forever! 22 My God sent his angel and shut the mouth of the lions. They have not hurt me because he found me innocent in his presence. Also before you, Your Majesty, I have committed no crime.” 23 Then the king was very glad and said that Daniel should be brought up from the pit. So Daniel was brought up from the pit, and he was unharmed because he trusted in his God.
Psalm 46: spoken
C: The mighty Lord is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
P: God is our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in trouble.
Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth give way
And the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
Though its waters roar and foam
And the mountains quake with their surging.
C: The mighty Lord is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
P: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
The holy place where the Most High dwells.
God is within her, she will not fall;
God will help her at break of day.
“Be still, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
     And to the Holy Spirit,
     As it was in the beginning,
     Is now, and will be forever. Amen.
C: The mighty Lord is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Second Lesson   








 Galatians 5:1-6 (EHV)
Stand firm in Christ’s freedom! If we turn back to the law as the way to earn God’s favor--even a little--we are turning away from Christ. If we have lost Christ, we have lost God’s grace. If we have lost grace, we have lost everything. Only faith in Christ can save.
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not allow anyone to put the yoke of slavery on you again. 2 Look, I, Paul, tell you that if you allow yourselves to be circumcised, Christ will be of no benefit to you. 3 I testify again to every man who allows himself to be circumcised that he is obligated to do the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be declared righteous by the law are completely separated from Christ. You have fallen from grace. 5 Indeed, through the Spirit, we by faith are eagerly waiting for the sure hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters. Rather, it is faith working through love that matters.
Verse of the Day
M: Alleluia! If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free. Alleluia! (John 8:31,32 RSV)
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Gospel Lesson   







      Matthew 10:16-23 (EHV) 
Jesus’ confessors are sent into the world as “sheep among wolves”. It is a dangerous spiritual world. But lest we fear, remember that it is Christ who sends us out. As Christ suffered, we may suffer too. But as he was victorious, we have the same confidence. Let us be “as shrewd as snakes”, but also trust in the Christ-sent Holy Spirit for help and strength to endure as his witnesses everywhere at all times.
“Look, I am sending you out as sheep among wolves. So be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. 17 Be on guard against people. They will hand you over to councils, and they will whip you in their synagogues. 18 You will be brought into the presence of governors and kings for my sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. 19 Whenever they hand you over, do not be worried about how you will respond or what you will say, because what you say will be given to you in that hour. 20 In fact you will not be the ones speaking, but the Spirit of your Father will be speaking through you. 21 “Brother will hand over his brother to death, and a father will do the same with his child. Children will rise up against parents and have them put to death. 22 You will be hated by all people because of my name, but whoever endures to the end will be saved. 23 And when they persecute you in one town, flee to the next. Amen I tell you: You will not finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
Sermon Hymn – 201
A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon;
He helps us free from ev’ry need That has us now o’ertaken.
The old, evil foe now means deadly woe
Deep guile and great might 
are his dread arms in fight;
On earth is not his equal.
With might of ours can naught be done; Soon were our loss effected.
But for us fights the valiant one Whom God himself elected.
You ask, “Who is this?” Jesus Christ it is,
The almighty Lord. And there’s no other God;
He holds the field forever.
Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not overpow’r us.
This world’s prince may still 
Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none. He’s judged; the deed is done!
One little word can fell him.
The Word they still shall let remain, Nor any thanks have for it;
He’s by our side upon the plain With his good gifts and Spirit.
And do what they will-- Hate, steal, hurt, or kill—

Though all may be gone Our victory is won;
The kingdom’s ours forever!
Sermon Text: Malachi 3:1-6
Theme:  The Lord, Our Purifier
My fellow reformers of the church for Christ: Oh, for the days of simple solutions to every problem; maybe for the days when the worst our problems could be is “ring around the collar”. Remember how detergent commercials all proclaimed that their product could give you the cleanest, purest load of wash ever seen? According to the commercials, every good housewife or househusband hates dirt and greasy grime.

I don’t know about you, but I’ve learned to live with a certain amount of mess. But Malachi speaks of one person who hates dirt. Of course, the Lord who created the world—and the soil in it—isn’t offended by a spot of earth here or there. What he despises is moral filth. Malachi prophesied that the Lord would come and clear the way and cleanse the people. Wouldn’t we all like a fresh start now and then? Come, Lord Jesus, come!

In Malachi’s words, the Lord says, “I will be quick to give testimony against those who practice occult arts, those who commit adultery, those who swear false oaths, those who cheat workers out of their wages, those who wrong a widow and a fatherless child, those who turn away a resident alien—all those who do not fear me.” I guess we’d all applaud someone bold enough to testify against those kinds of people. We join the Lord in despising liars, adulterers, sorcerers and oppressors. We cheer and say, “Good for God! He’s finally going to do something about it! He’ll clean up this world!”

The Lord will deal with other unpleasant characters as well. The apostle Paul declared, “Neither the sexually immoral, nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God,” (I Corinthians 6:9 NIV 84). And again, we would say, “Way to go, God! Clean up this mess!”

Or would we? Sometimes the Lord mentions some things which are our favorite things. We might figure we’re not getting drunk, just “bracing ourselves” for our difficult lives. We might figure we aren’t sexually immoral; we just appreciate the beauty of God’s creation in certain women or men. Claiming to despise greed, we foster trust in riches anyway, who retires because we’ve made too much money already? Renaming our sins as personality traits doesn’t change them. Since the Lord goes on to say that he will clear away every person who has ever sinned, maybe we better turn our cheering down a little. Maybe we shouldn’t be so eager to see the day when the Lord our purifier comes.

That was Malachi’s point. He prophesied that “the Lord you are seeking will come,” yet went on to warn, “But who can endure the day when he comes? Who will remain standing when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire, like launderers bleach!” In general, the Israelites were anticipating the Lord’s coming. But they weren’t preparing for it. The people wanted the righteous Lord to come. They just didn’t want to be righteous themselves.

Perhaps the most devastating condemnation was that for the church people. Malachi warns, “He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them.” Priests and Levites were roundly rebuked for their corrupt dealings with people: shortchanging the people with improperly prepared and inadequate offerings; teaching the self-righteous theories of man rather than the gospel of God. The leaders were destroying faith rather than building it up. They were warned. The strong arm of the Lord would be turned against them.

At this Reformation time we remember just how God used one Martin Luther to spur on some cleaning up in the church of the time. We’re grateful that God brought back to the forefront the emphasis on Christ Jesus our Savior. We celebrate the Lord’s rebuke of the abuses: service for saints, indulgences and the like.

But do we want him to keep doing it? What about those times I communed, without really thinking about why I was there? Should he rebuke me for mindlessly mouthing the words of the Lord’s prayer—while my heart was miles away? Am I ready to stand up to the Lord’s inquiry if I put him first and foremost in every aspect of my life? Do I want him to clean up this church person? (Of course, I do. But Malachi warns that we may not realize what that’s going to be like!)

You know, especially in the weeks leading up to Christmas, we tend to think of the coming Lord as a soft and gentle baby. It’s all a pretty picture. Not so much! “He will be like a refiner’s fire.” Fire, especially if it’s burning our own flesh, is not pretty at all.

When Jesus came the first time, he fulfilled some of Malachi’s prophecy. St. John reports: “The Jewish Passover was near, so Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and money changers sitting at tables. He made a whip of cords and drove everyone out of the temple courts, along with the sheep and oxen. He scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. To those selling doves he said, ‘Get these things out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a place of business’,” (2:13-16)! As prophesied by Malachi, the Lord our Purifier began in the temple. He drove out the buyers and sellers and the unacceptable animals. And he was none too gentle with his whips and his words.

On that day Jesus purified only a small area and only a few people. Many others continued on in their sin. But the apostle Paul warns, “Although God overlooked the times of ignorance, he is now commanding all people everywhere to repent, because he has set a day on which he is going to judge the world in righteousness by the man he appointed. He provided proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead,” (Acts 17:30,31). When the Risen Lord our Purifier comes again, he will hand out justice, giving everyone what they deserve. The first time, Jesus did not give out fire. But the second time, Jesus “will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire’,” (Mt 25:41). There, there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth—and no escape!

So indeed, it seems that no one should be too eager to see that day. Will Christ lash out at us? Shouldn’t we fear that day? Hasn’t he got reason to condemn us all? Well, part of the fire Malachi refers to, is the eternal fire of hell. But Malachi also speaks of another fire: a refiner’s fire. The Lord our Purifier will come to cleanse the people of their guilt. He will clean me up, too!

Here, God comforts us with the words, “I, the Lord, do not change!” Wait! Maybe that’s not comforting. When the Lord decides to punish, he doesn’t change his mind.

But the Lord is actually referring to another decision he had made. He revealed through Malachi, “Certainly I, the Lord, do not change. That is why you, sons of Jacob, have not come to an end.” The Lord had decided, and confirmed with multiple promises, to save.

He had established this covenant of saving with Jacob. But in fact, years before Jacob, the Lord made the same covenant with Abraham, Jacob’s grandfather. Going back generations before, God had established his covenant in the garden of Eden. Even before speaking the final curses on Adam and Eve’s sin, he promised that a child would be born who would crush Satan’s head and save all Adam’s descendants from destruction. And the Lord does not go back on his word.

Purifying was promised. A launderer’s soap was advertised and delivered. Christ delivered on the promise, by his righteous life, and by his innocent suffering and death on the cross. The punishment that brought us peace was laid on him! Do you recall how St. Paul reminded the Corinthians that certain sinners—adulterers, greedy, slanderers and so on—would not enter the kingdom of God? Right after that he continues, “And some of you were those types of people. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” (I Corinthians 6:11).

It will take some mighty strong detergent to cleanse us. My stains are deep and ground in. Yet not too deep or too ground in for the Lord. In the first chapter of Isaiah, the Lord assures, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they will be as white as snow. Though they are as red as crimson, they will be like wool,” (1:18). When the sun is shining, is there anything whiter and brighter than snow outside? So pure we will be. The Lord brings a detergent strong enough to make our souls that bright!

God sent his son, the Lord our Purifier, to shed his blood on the cross. That’s the detergent! Believers through the ages have rejoiced with the apostle Paul who said, “In him we also have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,” (Ephesians 1:7). It is my privilege to announce to you, at the beginning of worship, and also now, you are forgiven. We can rejoice together with the Christian songwriter who declared, “My stains are gone!” Clean clothes are nothing. Cleansed souls are the greatest blessing.

Malachi spoke of the messenger who would come first, before the purifier. New Testament writers, and Jesus himself, identify that person to be John the Baptist. John’s role was to bring the news of the Savior’s arrival. Like Malachi, John had to warn about sin, and the consequence of punishment. But he also shared the joy, “Look, the lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,” (Jn 1:29).

But in a very real sense, John was but the first of many forerunners of the Savior. Christ came once, but he is coming again. There still is a need for those who proclaim the purifier’s work. Today we especially remember Martin Luther, whose role was to warn of corruption in the church, but who could rejoice with equal fervor in the sanctifying work of the Savior. His voice was as powerful as Malachi’s in calling the people to repentance. And just as sweet in announcing the Lord’s salvation.

Maybe we wonder if God’s gospel message is being squelched. Has the church of today lost its effectiveness? Chances are we can see that the time of the Purifier’s second coming has got to be near. And wouldn’t we be thankful if it is?! We need a change, a cleansing.

But until that great day arrives, may our voices entwine with Malachi’s. Let us not shy away from speaking the truth of sin and punishment. But bring also the news of cleansing in the blood of Christ. As more know of our precious Savior’s sacrifice, more hearts will be turned to him and be purified. More souls will say, “He has cleaned me up, too. My stains are gone!” Then, we will all shine brighter than bright. Amen.

Confession of Faith: Te Deum Laudamus
Luther valued the ancient song “Te Deum Laudamus” and suggested that it might be considered among the creeds of the Christian Church. Today we speak the words of the Te Deum as the confession of our faith.
We praise you, O God, we acclaim you as Lord. All creation worships you, the Father everlasting.
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of heavenly hosts, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
The glorious company of apostles praise you. The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you:
Father of majesty unbounded; your glorious, true and only Son; and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.
You, Christ, are the King of glory, the eternal Son of the Father.
When you became man to set us free, you humbled yourself to be born of a virgin.
You overcame the sting of death and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You sit at the right hand of God in the glory of the Father. We believe that you will come to be our judge.
Come then, Lord, and help your people, bought with the price of your own blood,
And bring us with your saints to glory everlasting. Amen. 
Prayer of the Church
M: With grateful hearts, O Lord
C: We remember before you this day…
M: The reformers and confessors who faced the terror of opposing church and empire but stood firm in your truth because they were moved by grace, empowered by faith, and guided by Scripture.
C: Inspire us as we remember them, O Lord.
M: With grateful hearts, O Lord
C: We remember before you this day…
M: Your faithful followers of every age, among them our own mothers and fathers, pastors and teachers, who were sent to us by the Holy Spirit to be your faithful witnesses so that the gospel of your grace in Jesus has reached at last to us.
C: Inspire us as we remember them, O Lord.
M: With grateful hearts, O Lord
C: We remember before you this day…
M: The early and current leaders of our Synod, the teachers who trained our grandfathers and those who now teach us, the missionaries who once went to lands uncharted and those who now walk among the teeming millions in overcrowded cities.
C: Inspire us as we remember them, O Lord.
M: With grateful hearts, O Lord
C: We remember before you this day…
M: Our own loved ones whose memories still burn within our hearts, whom you have called in your own good time and pleasure from their labors in life to that life which knows no end.
C: Inspire us as we remember them, O Lord.
M: To carry on their work in this our day, trusting your Son, holding to your Word, confessing your truth, loving the lost, reaching out with your love, until you call us, too, by your great grace in Jesus Christ, to join them where memories are swallowed up by everlasting joy.

Special prayers and intercession may be spoken here
M: Remember us in your mercy, O Lord, as we join to pray...
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Hymn – 567 v. 1,4
Awake, O Spirit, who inspired The watchmen of the Church’s youth,
Who faced the foe’s envenomed ire, Who witnessed day and night your truth,
Whose voices loud are ringing still And bringing hosts to know your will.
And let your Word have speedy course, Through ev’ry land be glorified,
Till all the heathen know its force And fill your churches far and wide.
Oh, spread the conquest of your Word And let your kingdom come, dear Lord!
Closing Prayers and Blessing
Closing Hymn – 293
God’s Word is our great heritage And shall be ours forever;
To spread its light from age to age Shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way; In death it is our stay.
Lord, grant, while worlds endure, We keep its teachings pure
Throughout all generations.
NOTES and NEWS

Asleep in Jesus

Last week Thursday, our loving God called the soul of Walter Braatz home to heaven. A private funeral service was held on Monday evening. Please keep his family in your prayers. 
The public visitation for John Durkee will be on Friday, November 6, 2020 beginning at 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at Brainard Funeral Home - Wausau Chapel, 522 Adams Street, Wausau. Due to current recommendations masks are required and social distancing will be observed. There will be a private family service and burial on Saturday, November 7, 2020. The service will be available for viewing on the website at a later time at www.brainardfuneral.com
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, 
“because they will rest from their labors, for their works follow them.” Revelation 14:13
Memorials 

We thank Mark & Beth Krohn for their gifts for parsonage repairs given in memory of John Durkee and Wally Braatz. 
We thank Rick & Karne Leopold for their gift given in memory of Wally Braatz and John Durkee.

We thank Bill & Lorraine Melanson for their gift to Our Savior’s School given in memory of Walter Braatz.

Blessed be their memories. Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.
Saints Triumphant Sunday

It has been our tradition on Saints Triumphant Sunday, to remember our members who have fallen asleep in Jesus and taken to heavenly glory in the past year. We invite their family members to join us for this special worship service on November 12 & 15.
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.




	Today 11/1
	
	Online Worship or attend an area WELS church service

	Monday
	5:30 PM
	No School
Board of Education

	Wednesday
	4-5:15 PM
	Catechism

	Thursday
	6:30 PM
	Worship with Communion

	Sunday 11/8
- Food Pantry

- LSMG Door Offering
	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM
	Worship with Communion
Bible Class

Worship with Communion





This Week’s Opportunities for Growing in Christ





Attendance: Thursday – 19, 


Sunday – 19 & 18, Online – 36  


Total  = 92








Our Stewardship of God’s Gifts: October 25, 2020


Weekly         	Vision      		Debt Red     	Plate		Missions


$5,863.00    $455.00	 $480.00        	$5.00		$90.00	 





NLHS Op	Memorials	Parsonage		Amazing Grace LC	 OSSl Fees  


$250.00	$20.00	$50.00		$100.00	 			 $7,978.94       





Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 


with license #A-716671. 


All rights reserved.
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