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Thanksgiving Eve – November 25, 2020

A Service of Readings and Devotions
Opening Hymn




CW 611 v. 1,3
For the fruit of his creation, thanks be to God.
For his gifts to every nation, thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
Silent growth while we are sleeping,
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping,
Thanks be to God.
For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
For the truths that still confound us,
Most of all that Love has found us,
Thanks be to God.
                Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000, alt. © 1970 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. 

Confession and Absolution
M:  In the reading from Deuteronomy to come later, Moses warns the Israelites, as they are about to enter the Promised Land, that the abundance they would receive may cause them to forget the Lord and his commands.
C:  We confess that too often, in this time and in this good land of ours, we expect blessings rather than wait patiently and thankfully for the Lord to give us what he wishes in his good time. For most of our lives we have had food on the table, clothes on our backs, and roofs over our heads, leading us to stray into complacency and to leave behind the Lord’s directives. Forgive us our trespasses, heavenly Father.
M:  When ten lepers were healed by Jesus, only one returned to give thanks.
C:  We confess that when we have been delivered from evils of body or soul, possessions or reputation, in self-centeredness we focus on our sense of relief. Instead of returning thanks, we are only aware of our personal comfort and gain. Forgive us our trespasses, heavenly Father.
M:  Even in prison, the apostle Paul wrote to his brothers and sisters in Christ, urging them to be thankful in all circumstances.
C:  We confess that we let illness, bad weather, political stresses and economic slumps magnify our anxiety. Instead of hallowing God’s name in prayer, we rely on our own contrived plans and strength to strive for the lifestyle we desire. We allow ourselves to be led into the temptation of materialism prevalent in our society. Forgive us our trespasses, heavenly Father.
M:  Give thanks, for Christ forgives you and frees you! He banishes your sins and shines the light of his grace upon you. His perfect life and his innocent death have been credited to your account. Rise up renewed by the Holy Spirit to be grateful for God’s abundant gifts, and to encourage one another in word and deed.
C:  Let us give thanks for everything to God the Father, in the name of our Lord Jesus, and let us serve each other out of reverence for Christ. Amen.
Prayer of the Day
O Lord, open my eyes to the beauty of your creation. Open my mouth to praise and thank you for your gifts, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen
Readings and Devotions
God Blesses Abraham with Great Promises
Devotion

Reading: Genesis 12:1-3 (EHV) 

 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Get out of your country and away from your relatives and from your father’s house and go to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great. You will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse anyone who dishonors you. All of the families of the earth will be blessed in you.”
Hymn





     CW 618 v. 1
♫  Before the Lord we bow, The God who reigns above
And rules the world below In boundless pow’r and love.
Our thanks we bring; In joy and praise 
our hearts we raise to heav’n’s high King
Abraham’s Descendants Are Reminded That the Promises
—and the Fulfillment—Are God’s Doing
Devotion

Reading: Deuteronomy 18:10-18 (EHV)  

Then you will eat, and you will be filled, and you will praise the Lord your God for the good land that he has given you. 11 Be very careful so that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping his commandments and ordinances and his statutes that I am commanding you today. 12 When you eat and are satisfied, and you build nice houses and move into them, 13 and your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and gold increase, and everything that you have prospers, 14 watch out so that your heart does not become arrogant and forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, where you were slaves. 15 Do not forget the Lord, who led you in the great and terrifying wilderness, where there were venomous snakes and scorpions, where the thirsty ground had no water, but the Lord made water come out of a flint rock for you. 16 Do not forget the Lord, who in the wilderness fed you manna, which your fathers had not known before, to humble you and to test you so that it would be good for you later on. 17 You might say in your heart, “My ability and the power of my hand have earned this wealth for me.” 18 But then you are to remember that the Lord your God is the one who gives you the ability to produce wealth, to confirm his covenant that he promised to your fathers with an oath, as he does to this day.
Hymn





    CW 618 v. 2
♫  The nations you have blessed May well your love declare,
From foes and fears at rest, Protected by your care.
For this fair land, For this bright day

our thanks we pay-- gifts of your hand.
Psalmists Praise the Lord

        Psalm 145 (EHV)
C:  I will exalt you, my God, the King, and I will bless your name forever and ever.
Every day I will bless you, and I will praise your name forever and ever. (verses 1,2)
Proclamation of His Greatness
M:  Great is the Lord and worthy of great praise,
     and there are no limits to the extent of his greatness.
4 One generation will praise your deeds to another,
and they will declare your mighty acts.
5 I will contemplate the glorious splendor of your majesty
and the accounts of your wonderful works.
6 Then they will speak about the power of your awesome works,
and I will tell about your great deeds.
7 They will pour forth the memory of your abundant goodness
and sing loudly about your righteousness.
C:  I will exalt you, my God, the King, and I will bless your name forever and ever.
Every day I will bless you, and I will praise your name forever and ever. (verses 1,2)
Proclamation of His Grace
M:  The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and great in mercy.
9 The Lord is good to all. His compassion extends over all he has made.
C: I will exalt you, my God, the King, and I will bless your name forever and ever.
Every day I will bless you, and I will praise your name forever and ever. (verses 1,2)
Praise Among All
M:  Everyone you have made will thank you, O Lord, and the ones you favor will bless you.
11 They will tell about the glory of your kingdom, and they will speak about your might,
12 to make known his might to the children of Adam, 

to make known the glorious splendor of his kingdom.
C:  I will exalt you, my God, the King, and I will bless your name forever and ever.
Every day I will bless you, and I will praise your name forever and ever. (verses 1,2)
Proclamation of His Kingdom
M:  Your kingdom is a kingdom for all ages,
      and your dominion endures through all generations.
The Lord is faithful to all his words
and merciful toward all he has made.
14 The Lord lifts up all who fall,
and he supports all who are bowed down.
15 The eyes of all look eagerly to you,
and you give them their food at the proper time.
16 He opens his hand,
and he satisfies the desire of every living thing.
17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways
and merciful toward all that he has made.
18 The Lord is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.
19 He grants the desire of those who fear him.
He hears their cry and saves them.
20 The Lord watches over all who love him,
but he will destroy all the wicked.
Concluding Praise
C:  My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord.
Let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. (verse 21)
One Returns to Give Thanks
Devotion

Reading: Luke 17:11-19 (EHV)
On another occasion, as Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem, he was passing along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 When he entered a certain village, ten men with leprosy met him. Standing at a distance, 13 they called out loudly, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” As they went away they were cleansed. 15 One of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice. 16 He fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, thanking him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus responded, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Get up and go your way. Your faith has saved you.”
Hymn






    CW 618 v. 3
♫  May ev’ry mountain height, Each vale and forest green,
Shine in your Word’s pure light And its rich fruits be seen!
May ev’ry tongue Be tuned to praise

and join to raise a grateful song!
Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779–1843, alt.

Paul’s Encouragement to the Philippians
Devotion

Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 (EHV)

Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.   And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Confession of Faith

The First Article of the Apostles’ Creed & Luther’s Explanation
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
What Does This Mean?
I believe that God made me and every creature and that he gave me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my mind and all my abilities.
And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, cattle, and all I own, and all that I need to keep my body and life, and by defending me against all danger and guarding and protecting me from all evil.
All this God does only because he is my good and merciful Father in heaven, and not because I have earned or deserved it. For all this I ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey him.
This is most certainly true.
Litany of Thanks
M:  Almighty God, Creator and Preserver of all, Giver of every good and perfect gift,
C:  We come before you with humble hearts in thankfulness and praise.
M:  For your soul-saving Gospel and salutary Sacraments,
C:  We give you thanks, O Lord.  
M:  For the blessings that are ours through our Spirit-given faith,
C:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 
M:  For the joy of seedtime and the riches of harvest,
C:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 
M:  For the blessings of soul, mind and body, and the health of each,
C:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 
M:  For government to maintain law and order; for teachers and schools to educate us and our children; for doctors, nurses and hospitals to help restore our health; and for all other earthly blessings,
C:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 
M:  That our farms and homes, shops and factories, bodies, mind and strength may be used as a sacred trust from you,
C:  We ask in Christ’s name.
M:  That we may be good stewards of our blessings and that we may willingly share them with our fellow dwellers on earth everywhere, so that people in all lands may join in songs of thanksgiving as well,
C:  We ask in Christ’s name.
Special petitions may be inserted here
M: We also pray in the name of our Savior...
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
Hymn (meditate on verses, sing refrains)

        CW 256 
Meditate:
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed.
Sing: 
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee,
“How great thou art! How great thou art!”
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee,
“How great thou art! How great thou art!”
When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze,
♫  Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee,
“How great thou art! How great thou art!”
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee,
“How great thou art! How great thou art!”
And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing
He bled and died to take away my sin.
♫  Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee,
“How great thou art! How great thou art!”
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee,
“How great thou art! How great thou art!”
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim: “My God, how great thou art!”
♫  Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee,
“How great thou art! How great thou art!”
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee,
“How great thou art! How great thou art!”
Text: Stuart K. Hine, 1899–1989. © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust. U.S. print rights admin. by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. 

Closing Prayers 
Apostolic Blessing (sung by pastor)
M:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: (sung) Amen.
Closing Hymn



          CW 614 v. 1,2
♫  Sing to the Lord of harvest; Sing songs of love and praise.
With joyful hearts and voices Your alleluias raise.
By him the rolling seasons In fruitful order move;
Sing to the Lord of harvest A joyous song of love.
♫  God makes the clouds rain goodness; The deserts bloom and spring,
The hills leap up in gladness; The valleys laugh and sing.
God fills them with his fullness, All things with large increase;
He crowns the year with blessing, With plenty and with peace.
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811–75, abr., alt.
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.




Please let us know if you’d like the Advent services mailed to you.

Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 

with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.
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with my whole heart;

I will recount all of your

wonderful deeds.

Psalm 9:1
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