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1st  Sunday of Advent ~ November 29, 2020
Opening Hymn –15 v. 1,2  

“Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”
♫  Lo, the Lamb, so long expected,
Comes with pardon down from heav’n.
Let us hast, with tears of sorrow,
One and all, to be forgiv’n,
♫  That, when next he comes with glory
And the world is wrapped in fear,
He may shield us with his mercy
And with words of love draw near.
Text: Latin hymn, c. 6th century, abr., alt.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt.
Service of Word and Sacrament
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:  And also with you.

M:
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen.

M:
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C: 
Lord, have mercy.
M:
For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C:
Christ, have mercy.

M:
For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:
Lord, have mercy.

M:
Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care:

C:
Amen.
M:   Stir up your power and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 C: Amen.

FIRST Lesson     

      




Isaiah  63:16b,17; 64:1-8 (EHV)
Isaiah cries to the Lord to come to his wayward people and restore his rightful place as their God and Redeemer.
16b You, the Lord, are our Father. Our Redeemer from everlasting is your name. 17 Why do you cause us to wander from your ways, Lord? Why do you harden our heart so that we do not fear you? Return for the sake of your servants, the tribes that are your heritage. 64v1 Oh, that you would rip open the heavens and come down. Mountains then would quake because of your presence. 2 As fire ignites stubble and as fire makes water boil, make your name known to your adversaries. Then nations would quake in your presence. 3 You did amazing things that we did not expect. You came down. Mountains quaked because of your presence. 4 From ancient times no one has heard. No ear has understood. No eye has seen any god except you, who goes into action for the one who waits for him. 5 You meet anyone who joyfully practices righteousness, who remembers you by walking in your ways! But you were angry because we sinned. We have remained in our sins for a long time. 6 All of us have become like something unclean, and all our righteous acts are like a filthy cloth, All of us have withered like a leaf, and our guilt carries us away like the wind. 7 There is no one who calls on your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you. So you hid your face from us. You made us melt by the power of our guilt. 8 But now, Lord, you are our father. We are the clay, and you are our potter. All of us are the work of your hand.
sECOND Lesson  


         




I Corinthians 1:3-9 (EHV)
Paul encourages us with the promise that God will keep us in his grace as we “wait for the Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.” Jesus will be revealed on the Last Day, when he returns in glory.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! 4 I always thank my God for you because of the grace of God given to you in Christ Jesus. 5 You were enriched in him in every way, in all your speaking and all your knowledge, 6 because the testimony about Christ was established in you. 7 As a result you do not lack any gift as you eagerly wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also keep you strong until the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, who called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Verse of the Day 
                     




Revelation 22:20 (NIV 84)

M:  Alleluia! He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Alleluia!
C:   Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia!

Gospel Lesson  


                   




Mark 13:32-37 (EHV)
Jesus urges his followers to “be on guard” and to “be alert.” No one knows when the day of judgment will take place.
“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Watch! Be alert and pray, because you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going away on a journey. When he left his home, he put his servants in charge and assigned what each one was to do. He also commanded the doorkeeper to keep watch. 35 Therefore keep watch, because you do not know when the owner of the house is coming: whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or early in the morning. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: Keep watch!”
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn –472 v. 1,3,4 
    “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”
Sing:  Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; From your sleep awaken!
Be not by the evil day Unawares o’ertaken.
For the foe, well we know Is a harvest reaping
While the saints are sleeping.
Meditate: Watch against yourself, my soul, Lest with grace you trifle;
Let not self your thoughts control Nor God’s mercy stifle.
Pride and sin Lurk within, All your hopes to shatter;
Heed not when they flatter.
Sing:  But while watching also pray To the Lord unceasing.
God protects you day by day, Strength and faith increasing,
So that still Mind and will Shall unite to serve him
And forever love him.
            Text: Johann B. Freystein, 1671–1718, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.

SERMON: Matthew 3:13-17
Then Jesus came from Galilee to be baptized by John at the Jordan. 14 But John tried to stop him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, because it is proper for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John let him. 16 After Jesus was baptized, he immediately went up out of the water. Suddenly, the heavens were opened for him! He saw the Spirit of God, descending like a dove and landing on him, 17 and a voice out of the heavens said, “This is my Son, whom I love. I am well pleased with him.”
Jesus Perfectly Fits the Position Advertised
 Fellow watchers and waiters for our Advent Lord: “We’re looking for a few good men.” Many of you recognize that as a long-time recruitment slogan of the Marines. And it tells you that they are not looking for riffraff, scum, and cowards. They want men truly qualified.

As you check a position in the online job sites, or help wanted ads, again, you get a clear impression that employers are looking only for certain individuals. They will list minimum years of experience; a degree or certification level; or various skills expected; or other qualifying factors. To do the job well, employers expect a person must fit the position.

Imagine, if you will, that God wrote up a recruitment slogan or classified ad, looking for a person to fill the position of Savior of the world. Certain qualifications would be listed: perfect dedication to the task; unwavering bravery; supreme intelligence; and, oh yes, absolute obedience—sinners need not apply. In short, to do the job right, the Savior must be God himself.

So, God himself filled the position. So familiar are the Christmas prophecies. “Look! The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and name him Immanuel,” that is, God with us (Isaiah 7:14). The only one qualified for the task, is God. And God came.

But some 30 years had passed from the birth of Christ, to the time now given in our text. As Jesus stood at the threshold of his public ministry, God re-established the fact that Jesus was qualified for the position of Savior. He perfectly fits. We can take their word for it. Everything Jesus does is right.

Several times in the ministry of Christ, crowds proclaimed, “He has done everything well,” (e.g. Mark 7:37). We can take their word for it. The crowd saw with their own eyes what Jesus did. But we also have some special witnesses to Christ’s perfect completion of the requirements.

John the Baptist was one. His word on it is astoundingly accurate. John the Baptist was a God-fearing and truthful proclaimer of God’s message. He was not swayed by power or position to alter his message. Of soldiers, John unflinchingly demanded: “Do not extort money from anyone by force or false accusation. Be satisfied with your wages,” (Luke 3:14). Any one of the soldiers could have slashed John into pieces. Soldiers of the time didn’t put up with offense. But John still spoke the truth.

John proclaimed harsh truth to the Pharisees who came out to see him. “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance! Do not think of saying to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father’,” (Matthew 3:8,9). The Pharisees controlled the political and religious life of the nation. They could have made it very tough on John. But still he spoke truth.

So, when John says, “The one who comes after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his sandals,” (Matthew 3:11) we can take his word for it. When John confessed his unworthiness to baptize Christ, saying, “I need to be baptized by you,” he is speaking truth. When John points out Jesus as the “Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,” (John 1:29) that’s no lie there. We can trust his word.

John is not the only witness. Jesus had asked the disciples, “Who do you say I am?” and Peter responded for them all, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” (Matthew 16:16). Jesus praised Peter’s answer and said that Peter had learned this from God the Father. So, we can trust his word. The apostle Paul, writing by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, confessed, “Christ…is God over all,” (Romans 9:5). We can take his word for it. Jesus is qualified to serve.

But we have one more, even better testimony of who Jesus is, and that he fits the position advertised. “After Jesus was baptized, he immediately went up out of the water. Suddenly, the heavens were opened for him! …and a voice out of the heavens said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love. I am well pleased with him’.” God the Father added his testimony that Jesus is the very Son of God, and that he is pleasing to him in every way. We can rely on his word.

Even so, God added a physical sign. Jesus “saw the Spirit of God, descending like a dove and landing on him.” Considering the main work of the Holy Spirit is to testify to the truth, by being there, the Spirit assures us that these words are completely trustworthy. Believe them. Jesus fits the position advertised.

You are here because you believe those words. But let those words dig deeply into your soul. 

There are other voices about Jesus which would distract you from this truth. Priests and Pharisees called him a fraud. People today say that the stories about Jesus are just a myth. Satan is whispering in your ear that only you can save yourself. He would want to you to believe that Jesus does not fit the bill.

Reinforcing this truth of Christ perfectly fulfilling the requirements of a Savior does anticipate extra time with the Word. It’s just like any other education. How much would you know after completing 1st grade, compared to graduating from high school? Twenty-one years of attending church every week, is the same number of hours in one school year. Don’t give yourself a 1st grade education in God’s Word. 

The WELS website has a daily schedule of reading which will take you through the entire Bible in three years at about 15 minutes a day. It can be sent to your email inbox each day. If you don’t have 15 minutes, and I understand that, the WELS site also has a daily devotion about 5 minutes long which again can be sent to your inbox. Right by the entrance door are Portals of Prayer, Meditations and the Advent devotions. They don’t require a computer. And they will get you beyond first grade Christian understanding. Hear the word first, then believe it by God’s Spirit and his power. Christ fits the position advertised of Savior.

Let’s go a little further with that. What about this Jesus? To do the work of saving us Jesus must fit certain qualifications. One of them is obedience. As the very Son of God, everything Jesus does is right.

When John tried to dissuade Jesus, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you come to me?” Jesus replied, “Let it be so now, because it is proper for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Even though John thought their baptism arrangement was backwards, if people need to be baptized, then Jesus needed to be baptized as our stand-in, our substitute. He’s to do everything we need to do.

And it went well beyond one event on one day in the life.

Once the disciples travelled through Samaria and were hungry from their exertions. They went off to find food while Jesus waited at the well—and did a little mission work with a Samaritan woman—later explaining, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work,” (John 4:34). Jesus would not let a little hunger get in the way of serving God.

Jesus told some prospective disciples, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head,” (Luke 9:58). Did that bother him? Not at all! Jesus also said, “My Father is working right up to the present time, and I am working too,” (John 5:17). Jesus was thankful that Father never ceased his constant care, never stopped protecting and preserving, and felt the same dedication to his work.

Oh, if we only had that dedication to our heavenly Father’s business! Imagine what spiritual growth would be evident in this congregation—and this community—if a little hunger did not stop us. What would be accomplished if we did not care whether we had time or place to sleep but made our Father’s kingdom a priority in our lives? 100+ members by 24 hours a day: That’s over 16,000 man-hours devoted to God’s kingdom every week.

True, I deliberately exaggerate. Jesus did sleep. Jesus did eat. And we have certain responsibilities, which must be given equal time with our Father’s will. We have not stopped being a parent because of our faith; our faith prompts us to raise our children in the nurture and instruction of the Lord. We have not stopped being a faithful employee because of our faith; our faith prompts us to give sincere and steady effort.

But consider the other side of it. Are we giving “equal time” to the Father? Or are our God-given responsibilities a convenient excuse not to over-do the efforts directly to God’s kingdom? Recall Jesus’ promise: “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,” (Matthew 6:33).

At any rate, comparing Jesus’ obedience to ours only further illustrates that Jesus fits perfectly what God wants. No one else could obey and obey and obey the way he did.

Jesus’ obedience is praised by God—who should know! Human beings sometimes delude themselves into thinking that somehow, they can hide their sins. Well, maybe we can fool our parents or our bosses—though probably less often than we think. But consider what God sees. He asks, “Am I a God who is only nearby, declares the Lord, and not a God far away? Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the Lord,” (Jeremiah 23:23,24). God is everywhere. He sees all. He knows all. So, if Jesus ever once disobeyed, God the Father would have known. God passes judgment on Jesus, saying, “With him I am well pleased.”

The same judgment could be made of us, if….  All we have to do is obey God and he would be equally pleased with us as with Jesus.

Bearing in mind that we are not fully dedicated, that we are not perfectly obedient, Jesus does everything right—for us! Jesus did not come as our example of what to do, he simply did what we were not, and could not, be doing. Thus, the Scriptures declare: “Through the obedience of the one man, the many will be made righteous,” (Romans 5:19 NIV 84).

You know, we so often properly emphasize Christ’s death, that sometimes we lose sight of the fact that his righteous life is needed. The advertisements for a position don’t ask for someone to die. They want living people who will actively do what’s needed. Jesus’ active obedience trades for our imperfect life. How blessed we are to hear God pronounce, “With him I am well pleased.” His judgment is on Jesus’ active life, not yet on his death. He’s doing the things needed of a Savior.

Everything about Jesus shows he fits the position advertised. There is clear testimony (the personal references on the application, if you will) by reliable eyewitnesses to his nature as Son of God. His actions are always right, and just right for us. This is the one good man we’re looking for, and our God and Savior. AMEN

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:  Holy Redeemer, Prince of Peace, though you appeared here in lowliness to free us from our sins, we have your promise that you will come again to judge all hearts and fill your church with eternal glory.
C:  We await your advent with eagerness and joy.
M:  Come quickly to take us to our home in our Father’s house, which you have been preparing for us.
C:  As we wait, keep our hearts filled with true contrition and faith; overcome our doubts; cast sin from our lives; keep us from embracing the treasures and sinful pleasures offered by the world.
M:  Fill us with humility, that we never trust our own merits for salvation, but rely solely on your life and death for us.
C:  To this end, cause the Holy Spirit to work powerfully in us with his grace through Word and Sacrament.
M:  As we await your advent, help us in all our needs.
C:  Increase brotherly love and harmony among us.
M:  Grant us and our friends good health this winter season; and keep every kind of disease and illness from us.
C:  When weather becomes severe, keep us safe and warm, and protect us when we must travel.
M:  Look after these people for whom we pray…
Brief silence for personal prayer and meditation
M: Bring to all the blessing of your joyful return, and keep our faith strong until that time. In your name we pray and also join to plead...
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

The Sacrament

M:
The Lord be with you.

C:
And also with you.

M:
Lift up your hearts.

C:
We lift them up to the Lord.

M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M:
Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light to those living darkness and in the shadow of death. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:
Amen. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us and grant us your peace. Amen.

Distribution Hymn – 363 (Sing refrains)     
♫  The King of glory comes; The nation rejoices.
Open the gates before him; Lift up your voices.
Who is the King of glory? How shall we call him?
He is Immanuel, the promised of ages.
♫  The King of glory comes; The nation rejoices.
Open the gates before him; Lift up your voices.
In all of Galilee, in city or village,
He goes among his people, curing their illness.
♫  The King of glory comes; The nation rejoices.
Open the gates before him; Lift up your voices.
He gave his life for us, the lamb of salvation;
He took upon himself the sin of the nations.
♫  The King of glory comes; The nation rejoices.
Open the gates before him; Lift up your voices.
He conquered sin and death; he truly has risen,
And he will share with us his heavenly kingdom.
♫  The King of glory comes; The nation rejoices.
Open the gates before him; Lift up your voices.
Text: Willard F. Jabusch, b. 1930, alt. © 1966, 1985 Willard F. Jabusch 
(admin. OCP Publications). All rights reserved. Used by permission.

M:  May the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in the true faith unto life everlasting. Be at peace. Your sins are forgiven. Amen.

Closing Prayer and Blessing  
M:
… one God, now and forever. 

C:
Amen.

M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:
Amen. 
Closing HYMN - 7 v. 2-4  (sing all)       “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go forth, as he approaches, With alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory; The Bridegroom is at hand.
You saints, who here in patience Your cross and stuff’rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever When sorrows are no more.
Around the throne of glory The Lamb you shall behold;
In triumph lay before him Your shining crowns of gold.
Arise, Desire of nations; O Jesus, now appear,
The Hope and Expectation Of ev’ry Christian here.
With hearts and hands uplifted We plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth’s redemption That sets your people free.
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722, abr.; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823–1907, alt.
NOTES and NEWS
Drive-thru Communion 

If you’re reading this from home, please keep in mind that we will again offer an opportunity for drive-through Holy Communion today, November 29, from 11:30-noon.

Memorials   

We thank Ellen Fitzke for her gifts to the Vision fund given in memory of Susan Bishop, Walter Braatz, John Durkee and Shirley Beilke. 

We thank Len & Loris Becker for their gift to the Vision fund given in memory of Shirley Bielke.

We thank Dawn Will for her gift to debt reduction given in memory of John Durkee.

We thank Bob & Janice Gresens for their gift to Vision given in memory of Phyliss Heise.

We thank Keith & Laura Brandt for their gift given in memory of John Durkee.

We thank Carol Smith for her gift to the Vision fund given in memory of her cousin, Elsworth Borchardt. 

Blessed be their memories. Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.

Meeting Every Member 

"With the surge in new cases of COVID-19 occurring, for your safety, I am putting on hold the every member visits I wish to conduct. In this time, we need to minimize contacts to help reduce the spread of the virus.  When the cases of illness return to pre-Autumn levels, or a vaccine has been easily available to the majority of us, we will resume these visits.

     Love in Christ,    Pastor Suckow
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Poinsettia Sign-up  is in the narthex if you wish to donate a poinsettia for our Christmas worship. 
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Christmas Wishes Door Offering

	Today (11/29)

-Christmas Wishes Door Offering
	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM

11:30- Noon
	Worship 

Bible Class

Worship 

Drive-thru Communion

	Tuesday
	6:00 PM
	Bible Information Class

	Wednesday
	1:00 PM

4:00 PM

6:30 PM
	Advent Worship

Catechism

Advent Worship

	Sunday 11/6


	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM
	Worship with Communion

Bible Class

Worship
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.



Our Savior’s has adopted a family in need referred by the Women’s Community. Please consider giving in the freewill offering basket in the narthex on Nov. 22, 29 and Dec. 6.  “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40

Attendance: Thursday – 28, Sunday – 15 / 18,      Online – 143    Total = 204


Three Old Testament texts will serve as the foundation of our Advent Worship Series heralding the coming of the King!  Services will be at 1:00 pm and at 6:30 pm.
Wednesday, December 2: The King Revealed - Isaiah 62:10-12

Wednesday, December 9: The King Welcomed – Psalm 118:25-29

Wednesday, December 16: The King Comes for Us – Isaiah 40:1-8



Our Stewardship of God’s Gifts


Nov. 19 & 22, 2020


Weekly         	Vision      		Debt Red     Plate	


$4,335.00    $410.00	 $190.00       $10.00	 





Thksgvg	NLHS Op	Memorial	WELS Schlrshp    


$40.00	$5.00      	$60.00		$30.00





Missions	Chr Wishes	 LMSG 	Shoparoo


$10.00		$229.00	$10.00		$72.88





This Week’s Opportunities for Growing in Christ





Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.
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