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Second Sunday in Advent ~ December 6, 2020
Opening HYMN - 11 v. 1-3  “Comfort, Comfort All My People”
Sing:  “Comfort, comfort all my people; Speak of peace,” so says our God.
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, Groaning from their sorrow’s load.
Speak to all Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell them that their sins I cover, That their warfare now is over.”
Meditate: All their sins our God will pardon Blotting out each dark misdeed;
All that well deserve his anger He no more will see or heed.
They have suffered man-y-a day; Now their griefs have passed away.
God will change their aching sadness Into everspringing gladness.
Sing:  John the Baptist’s voice is crying In the desert far and near,
Calling people to repentance For the kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way,
Let the valleys rise to meet him And the hills bow down to greet him.
Text: Johannes Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.

Service of the Word 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:  And also with you.

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen.

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

C:  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues forever.

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him.

M:  Stir up our hearts, O Lord to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us strength in our conflicts and light on our path through the darkness of this world;  through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

FIRST Lesson:  Isaiah 40:1-11 (EHV)
God wants his people comforted. He calls Isaiah to cry out with the message; “All flesh is grass...but the Word of our God endures forever.” This message simultaneously exposes human weakness and comforts broken sinners with God’s strength and salvation.
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call out to her. Her warfare really is over. Her guilt is fully paid for. Yes, she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice is calling out: In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord. In the wasteland make a level highway for our God. 4 Every valley will be raised up, and every mountain and hill will be made low. The rugged ground will become level, and the rough places will become a plain. 5 Then the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all flesh together will see it. Yes, the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 6 A voice was saying, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry out?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like a wildflower in the countryside. 7 Grass withers, flowers fade  when the breath of the Lord blows on them. Yes, the people are grass. 8 Grass withers, flowers fade, but the Word of our God endures forever. 9 Get up on a high mountain, O Zion, you herald of good news. Lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, you herald of good news. Lift it up! Do not be afraid! Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10 Look, God the Lord will come with strength, and his arm is ruling for him. Look, his reward is with him. The result of his work is in front of him. 11 Like a shepherd he will care for his flock. With his arm he will gather the lambs. He will lift them up on his lap. He will gently lead the nursing mothers.
sECOND Lesson:  2 Peter 3:8-14 (EHV)
Peter describes the Lord’s patience, his desire for man’s repentance, and his sudden return. We do not fear his return, for “we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth,” and we shape our lives to fit into the pattern of that promise.
8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: For the Lord, one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to do what he promised, as some consider slowness. Instead, he is patient for your sakes, not wanting anyone to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. On that day the heavens will pass away with a roar, the elements will be dissolved as they burn with great heat, and the earth and what was done on it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be destroyed, what kind of people ought you to be, living in holiness and godliness, 12 as you look forward to and hasten the coming of the day of God? That day will cause the heavens to be set on fire and destroyed, and the elements to melt as they burn with great heat. 13 But according to his promise we look forward to new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, dear friends, as you look forward to these things, make every effort to be found in peace, spotless and blameless in his sight.
Verse of the Day:  Luke 3:4,6 (NIV 84)

M:  Alleluia! Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. All mankind will see God’s salvation. Alleluia!
C:   Alleluia! 

Gospel Lesson:  Mark 1:1-18 (EHV)
John's rough garments and rough lifestyle were in line with his rough message. He was the second Elijah, sent to fill the ditches of despair, and level the mountains of pride to make a smooth highway for the King to enter human hearts.
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 This is how it is written in the prophet Isaiah:
Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare the way for you.
3 A voice of one calling out in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord. Make his paths straight.”
4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him. They were baptized by him in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins. 6 John was clothed in camel’s hair, and he wore a leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He preached, “One more powerful than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the strap of his sandals! 8 I baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”   This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
Hymn –12 v. 1-4 

    
         “Hark the Glad Sound!”
Sing:  Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne And ev’ry voice a song.
Meditate: He comes the captives to release, In Satan’s prison held.
The gates of brass before him burst; The iron fetters yield.
Sing:  He comes the broken heart to bind, The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of his grace To-en-rich the humble poor.
Meditate: Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Your welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring With your beloved name.
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51, abr., alt.

SERMON: Isaiah 40:9-11
Get up on a high mountain, O Zion, you herald of good news. Lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, you herald of good news. Lift it up! Do not be afraid! Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” Look, God the Lord will come with strength, and his arm is ruling for him. Look, his reward is with him. The result of his work is in front of him. Like a shepherd he will care for his flock. With his arm he will gather the lambs. He will lift them up on his lap. He will gently lead the nursing mothers.
Lift Your Voice with a Shout!
For the year and a half that I was employed at Home Depot, our breakroom had a TV that was always on. Hated it on weekends—the choices on Saturday morning were pretty pathetic. But if I worked a weekday, I tried to time my lunch break to hit “The Price is Right”. I don’t know, it isn’t great theater, but kinda fun. Remember when you had the time to watch TV game shows? And remember the classic winner and loser actions? The loser is usually polite, but quiet. The winner is always loud and enthusiastic! They bounce around and hug the hosts and scream—and these are the guys who win!

Well, get loud, ‘cause you’re a winner! And your winnings can be passed on to others. As this text encourages, “Lift up your voice with a shout!”

You’re a winner! 

Sometimes it’s hard to feel that way. Too many times, I suppose, we’ve read, or we’ve heard, “You may have already won,” only to be disappointed. That’s how Publisher’s Clearinghouse Sweepstakes letters always began, “You may have won…” Have you ever won after seeing those words? Do you know anybody who actually did? Those words almost really tell us, “Sorry, you lost again.” It’s hard to feel a winner in a world that seems compelled to tell us we’re losers.

And in real, spiritual terms you and me ain’t nothin’ but losers. Losers, because we’re sinners. 

Sin is what God calls that part of us that goes the opposite direction from him. We seek personal gain, at the expense of others in the office or shop. We snap at our spouses or loved ones. We rebel against rules in the home, or laws in the world. Sin is also that part of us that goes God’s way, but for selfish reasons: we don’t want to be caught; or, we want others to like us; or, we just want God to get off our backs with this guilt thing. Finally, sin is that part deep down that often just plain doesn’t care what God wants--our natural sinful nature.

And that makes us losers. Then listen to the words God uses about us. “The soul who sins, is the one who will die,” (Ezekiel 18:20). It’s hard to feel a winner, when those are the words that most accurately describe us.

So, what’s to shout about? 

If you take the larger context of Isaiah, you’ll notice that the book has two themes. The first theme, of chapters 1-39, is that of judgment and punishment. The second theme, beginning here in chapter 40, is that of redemption and forgiveness. The first verses of this chapter are familiar Advent and Christmas words: “Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call out to her. Her warfare really is over. Her guilt is fully paid for. Yes, she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins,” (40:1,2).

The words of our text explain that too, as it states: “Look, God the Lord will come with strength, and his arm is ruling for him. Look, his reward is with him. The result of his work is in front of him.” The result of his work is right out there! Even if we had no NT descriptions of Christ’s work, we still would know of it, for God foretells: “Surely he was taking up our weaknesses, and he was carrying our sufferings. …it was because of our rebellion that he was pierced. He was crushed for the guilt our sins deserved. The punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed,” (53:4-5).

That offering was made for you and me. Our sin has been paid for! Lift up your voice with a shout!

Don’t be embarrassed about making a big deal or “a scene”. The Christmas angels weren’t shy, they filled the heavens with glorious voices. St. Paul reminds us, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes,” (Romans 1:16).

I don’t know if those who dance about and shout on game shows are embarrassed when they see themselves later on video. But even so, if God says shout, he wants shouting! Get loud! You’re a winner.

And your kids can be winners, too. Those who win prizes on a game show probably go home and share those blessings with their families. They don’t keep it to themselves. So, because they win, others win, too.

In the spiritual realm, however, it’s a little different. You see, some churches proclaim that the kids of believers are saved through their parents’ faith. This is the comfort they wish to extend to parents whose children die before they are baptized. They tell them, “You are a believer, so your child will be in heaven. Your faith does that for them.”

But that’s not how God describes it. Every person stands or falls before him individually. If you have faith in Christ, that’s great for you. If your child has faith in Christ, that’s great for them. But there’s no crossover.

That’s the point God was making through Ezekiel in the passage I quoted earlier, “The soul who sins is the one who will die.” Listen to the larger context of that verse. “But you ask, ‘Why doesn’t the son share in the guilt of the father’?” (And God responds) “Because the son did what was just and right. He kept all my statutes and carried them out, so he will surely live. The soul who sins is the one who will die. The son will not share in the guilt of the father, and the father will not share in the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous person will be credited to him alone, and the wickedness of the wicked person will be charged against him alone,” (Ezekiel 18:19,20). Each person stands or falls before God on their own.

Your kids, your family, can be winners, but not because of you. That honor belongs to Christ alone. But your family can be winners through you.

It is a blessing to live in a Christian family. The hymn-writer declares: “Oh, blest the parents who give heed unto their children’s foremost need and weary not of care or cost. May none to them and heav’n be lost,” (CW 506). Within a Christian family Christian faith is modeled and explained. In Christ we have been called to nurture our children, bringing them up in the training and instruction of the Lord (Eph 6:4).

There’s also the larger Christian family which works together to share the words of God. Fortunate are we when a church steps forward with a Christian school to aid us in our efforts. By placing our children in these classrooms and in the hands of God-appointed teachers, we enable them to see and hear again that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. In this way exposing them to the word of the Lord allows the Holy Spirit opportunity to make them winners in Christ as well.

That’s what Christian education is all about. Be reminded by the psalm writer Asaph, “We will not hide (God’s works) from their descendants. We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders that he has done,” (Psalm 78:1,4). That telling is the way that God “Like a shepherd…will care for his flock. With his arm he will gather the lambs. He will lift them up on his lap,” as our text tenderly reports.

It is clearly the intent of God to gather the young ones to himself. When people failed to share that word with the younger generation, Christ was saddened. Jesus cried out, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those sent to her! How often I have wanted to gather your children together as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing,” (Matthew 23:37)! God wants the young ones together with him.

At the notable failure of the disciples to play their part, we hear a rebuke. “People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these,” (Mark 10:13,14 NIV 84). Let good shouting happen, so that young people are gathered.

Here’s how to shout for them. Of course, we don’t mean literal shouting, but telling. Nobody’ll be surprised if I encourage a Sunday School--and making attendance a priority, not hit or miss. Besides, you’ve known for years that “Do as I say, not as I do” only leads to frustration. So, bring ‘em to Sunday School, but also go to Bible Class, moms and dads--and make it worth their coming, pastor. Or be the teacher, moms and dads.

But here’s something better, and maybe easier.... The kids are assigned Bible verses and hymn stanzas to memorize. (You might be in the midst of heavy preparations for a Children’s Christmas program.) How about if you learn and recite the lesson to them first! It won’t hurt you spiritually, and it’s a way of shouting how important Christ is. Do the same for your confirmation class kids too. Recite with them, or for them, the passages they are assigned to memorize.

You see, sometimes the living example is more effective. You could calmly tell someone you were on a game show and that you won a prize. But the jumping up and down and shouting conveys a stronger message. Let yourself go! Lift up your voice and shout as you let the word of Christ dwell in you richly and as you recite psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. In this way God will gather others close too.

It’s pretty cool when you can win--and share it with others. Even though it’s rare that we know anyone who’s won anything, I did have a person on my paper route who was on “The Price is Right”, some 50 years ago. (Wow, was I shocked when I wrote that!) They didn’t get the big money, but they won a large supply of Mars candy products. So, when I collected for the paper that month, I got a stack of candy bars--and I wasn’t even family! That was pretty cool.

Well, you are a winner in Christ. And as you well know, that’s the biggest prize there is. Let your family and everyone else in on it. Lift up your voice with a shout! AMEN.

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:  Dear Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of David, we look forward with joyful hearts to the approaching celebration of your holy birth.
C:  We are eternally grateful that you came here as one of us to lay down your life as a ransom for sinners.
M:  Though you are the eternal God, you left your throne above and appeared here in weakness, poverty and humility.
C:  With perfect obedience you kept the law for us, then offered that blameless life in our place, taking the punishment we deserved.
M:  We praise and adore you, holy Jesus, for the precious gift of yourself, your very life for our salvation.
C:  Hear our prayers and hymns of praise as we lift our voices to you.
M:  Our Savior, we know it is the Father’s will that none should perish, but that all come to a knowledge of the truth.
C:  Fill the world with the gospel’s joyous sound, that hearts everywhere may be warmed by the Spirit’s fire enkindled within them. Help us to see ourselves as willing servants of the gospel, so that with righteous lives and loving hearts the message of salvation will ring out from us.
M:  Watch over the weak and troubled. Give them assurance of your love, that if you were willing to die for all, then you are willing to bring your power to bear in their lives.
C:  Heal the sick, comfort the downhearted, strengthen the weary, encourage the lonely and relieve the suffering of the poor, hungry or homeless. Let us help and welcome them as if we were doing such acts of kindness to you.
M:  Help us to welcome you as you come to us now in Word and sacrament and keep us looking forward to the day when you return visibly to this earth as conquering Lord and Savior who will make all things right and new.
C:  May your blessings rest upon us and upon the friends and acquaintances for whom we now pray...
Special prayers and petitions may be offered
M:  Guide our hearts always to ask for what is good for us and our eternal welfare, and hear us as we pray...
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN – 340 v. 1,2,4
“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
♫  Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King, The triumphs of his grace!
Meditate: He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin; He sets the pris’ner free,
His blood can make the foulest clean; His blood avails for me.
♫  My gracious Master and my God, Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad, The honors of your name.
 
      Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, abr., alt.

CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING
M: …through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 
Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.


The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:
Amen.
Closing Hymn - CW 22 v. 1,4

“O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide”
♫  O Savior, rend the heavens wide;
Come down, come down with mighty stride;
Unlock the gates, the doors break down;
Unbar the way to heaven’s crown.
♫  There shall we all our praises bring
And sing to you, our Savior-King;
There shall we laud you and adore
Forever and forevermore.
Text: Friedrich von Spee, 1591–1635, abr.; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909–67, alt. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
NOTES and NEWS

Drive-thru Communion 

The next opportunity for drive thru Holy Communion will be on Sunday, Dec. 27 from 11:30 - noon.

Gifts & Memorials 

We thank Michael & Lois Fasse for their gift to Our Savior’s School given in memory of Rob Koehler, and in memory of their sister-in-law, Dot Krohn. Blessed be their memories. Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.

Vounteer needed to help with service recording

No experience needed – it’s an easy job! If you’re willing to help with this important ministry, please speak with Pastor Suckow, Ruth or Marie. Would you believe 136 people watched our Thanksgiving service online? And we regularly have 30-40 watchers on Sundays. What a blessing!
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.



Poinsettia Sign-up  

Sign up in the narthex for those if you wish to donate a poinsettia for our Christmas worship services. 
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Snow Clearing Help Needed! Please!  

Talk to Bill Unruh for more information: 715-359-6335. There is a sign up in the narthex. Please help if you are able!
In the Narthex:

· Portals of Prayer, Meditations, Forward in Christ – new issues!
· Advent Devotions, courtesy of Martin Luther College

· God’s Creation Calendars
Meeting Every Member 

"With the surge in new cases of COVID-19 occurring, for your safety, I am putting on hold the every member visits I wish to conduct. In this time, we need to minimize contacts to help reduce the spread of the virus.  When the cases of illness return to pre-Autumn levels, or a vaccine has been easily available to the majority of us, we will resume these visits.

Love in Christ,    Pastor Suckow
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Advent Midweek Worship:

Wednesday, Dec. 9 at 1 & 6:30 pm – The King Welcomed – Psalm 118:25-29

Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 1 & 6:30 pm – The King Comes for Us – Isaiah 40:1-8

Christmas Week Worship:

Christmas Eve at 6:30 pm
Christmas Day at 9:00 am
Christmas Sunday, December 27, at 8 and 10:30 am
New Year’s Eve (with Holy Communion) at 6:30 pm

	Sunday 12/6


	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM
	Worship 

Bible Class

Worship 

	Monday
	5:30 PM
	Board of Education

	Tuesday
	6:00 PM
	Bible Information Class

	Wednesday
	1:00 PM

4:00 PM

6:30 PM
	Advent Worship

Catechism

Advent Worship

	Thursday
	1:00 PM
	Ladies’ Aid

	Sunday 12/13

- Food Pantry
	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM
	Worship with Communion

Bible Class

Worship



Attendance: 

Thanksgiving Eve – 40, online – 136  
Total = 176
Sunday – 27 / 26, online – 39      

Total = 92

Wednesday, Dec. 2 – 28/24, online – 47  
Total = 99

Please pick up your 2021 offering envelopes today!


(but don’t use them until 2021 arrives)








This Week’s Opportunities for Growing in Christ








Our Stewardship of God’s Gifts: November 29, 2020


Weekly         	Vision      		Debt Red     	Thanksgvg		Advent


$6,404.00    $540.00	 $565.00        	$910.00	 	$150.00





NLHS Op	Bldg Maint	  Memorial		Mission for the Children


$250.00	$175.00		$100.00		$50.00





Chr Wishes		Chr Gifts/Bags 	Publications	Calendars	BoxTops


$134.00		$285.00		$24.00		$24.00		$10.00





Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.
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