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          Fourth Sunday in Advent ~ December 20, 2020
Opening HYMN - 23  
“Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”
(Lectern side sings verses, pulpit side sings refrains, all join in final refrain)
Lectern:   Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Pulpit:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel.
L:   Oh, come, O Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by your drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
P:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel.
L:   Oh, come, O Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home.
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
P:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel.
ALL:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel.
Text: Latin hymn, c. 12th century, abr.; tr. John M. Neale, 1818–66, alt.

Service of the Word 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:  And also with you.

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen.

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

C:  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues forever.

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him.

M:  Let us pray:   Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:  Amen.

FIRST Lesson     

   
         2 Samuel 7:8-16 (EHV)
God reminds King David that he, the Lord, took David from obscurity to power as king. That household, that dynasty, was the Lord’s doing. But God had even greater plans in mind, to build a permanent house, an everlasting kingdom from whose throne his descendant, King Jesus, would reign eternally.
You are also to say the following to my servant David. This is what the Lord of Armies says. I took you from the pasture, from following sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever you went. I have cut off all your enemies from before you. I will make your reputation great, like that of the great ones on the earth. 10 I will set up a place for my people Israel, and I will plant them there. They will dwell there, and they will not be disturbed again. Violent men will not afflict them again as they did at the beginning 11 and ever since the day I appointed judges over my people Israel. I will give you rest from all your enemies. The Lord also declares to you that the Lord himself will make a house for you. 12 When your days are complete and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up after you your seed, who will come from your own body. I will establish his kingdom. 13 He will build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he sins, I will discipline him with a rod used by men and with blows of the sons of men. 15 My faithful mercy will not depart from him as I removed it from Saul, whom I removed to make room for you. 16 Your house will stand firm, and your kingdom will endure forever before you. Your throne will be established forever.
sECOND Lesson  


        Romans 16:25-27 (EHV)
Paul praises God, who revealed Jesus Christ as the Savior--with the result of faith--a plan which was from eternity for the benefit of believers. Though “hidden” in prophecy, beginning with the birth of Jesus, it is revealed ever more clearly.
Now to him who is able to strengthen you—according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was veiled in silence for long ages past, 26 but now has been revealed through the prophetic Scriptures and made known to all the Gentiles, in keeping with the command of the eternal God, resulting in the obedience of faith—27 to God, who alone is wise, be glory forever through Jesus Christ. Amen.
Verse of the Day 
                        Luke 2:11 (NIV 84)

M:  Alleluia! The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel.  Alleluia!
C:  Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia!
Gospel Lesson  


         
     Luke 1:26-38 (EHV)
The angel Gabriel announces the birth of the Savior to the Virgin Mary. The angel reveals that the child will take the throne of his father David, and Mary humbly accedes to the Lord’s will.
In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin pledged in marriage to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women.” 29 But she was greatly troubled by the statement and was wondering what kind of greeting this could be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, because you have found favor with God. 31 Listen, you will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will never end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Listen, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age even though she was called barren, and this is her sixth month. 37 For nothing will be impossible for God.” 38 Then Mary said, “See, I am the Lord’s servant. May it happen to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn –369 v. 1,4 

    
      “Beautiful Savior”
Sing:  Beautiful Savior, King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love thee, truly I’d serve thee,
Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown.
Sing:  Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration
Now and forevermore be thine!
Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677, abr.; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904.
SERMON:  Son of God and Son of Man              Luke 1:26-38 
In the planning for worship services, the readings and hymns are generally brought together long before sermons are written. That means that some hymns are changed at the last minute because they no longer fit the context of the message.

Then, sometimes, the hymn choices are reviewed the week of the service, and it seems that one was the perfect choice, no matter what I would have written.

Some time back, in planning for December’s worship, I saw this gospel lesson, and in my head, I started humming, “Beautiful Savior,” particularly the line: “Son of God and Son of Man.” In this text, the parentage of Jesus is described. The little child: who are his daddy and his mommy? And what does it matter? Let’s see if the hymn still fits.

We just sang, “Son of God”. Earlier, in our first hymn, we also sang: “O, Come, O, Come, Emmanuel.” One of the more beautiful prophecies regarding Jesus is that he is Immanuel: “God with us.” For to have God acting on our behalf is what we truly need.

It’s subtle, but do you notice that all three persons of the Trinity are connected with the conception of Jesus? “How will this be?” asks Mary. “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” Christ is conceived when the Holy Spirit works his power, and God most High brings his strength to bear, to accomplish something never done before—the birth of the God-Man.

How should the Spirit not be involved when the human body is his temple? In perfectly chaste power, the Spirit comes to Mary. She remains a virgin and pure, yet becomes pregnant to bear our Lord Jesus.

How should the heavenly Father not be involved in the creation of a new life, when Scriptures declare that he “gives life to all things,” (I Timothy 6:13)? Confidently, St. Paul would say, “In him we live and move and have our being,” (Acts 17:28). The Most High is the source of life, including Mary’s new baby boy. 

Why does that matter? Consider that Luke’s listing of the genealogy of Christ carries his ancestry back to the garden of Eden. The final stages of it read: “the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God,” (Luke 3:38).

The first man, the first Adam listed in the history of the human race, messed up. Despite the great blessings of God he and Eve received in the Garden, they chose Satan’s siren call to sin, instead of the Lord’s directions. They ate the fruit in disobedience to God. They ushered in sin, death, weeds, famine, murder wasps, illness, earthquakes, plague, Chronic Wasting disease, pain, floods, distrust, drought, strife, war, and every other evil.

It took God to come in and fix it. What were Adam and Eve’s solutions? Run and hide. Cover it over with fig leaves. Pass the blame. That did nothing for them! It only further justified the curse of death.

But because God was in that line of names, the originator and creator of Life, he came and said that he would provide a workable solution in the child to be born of Eve’s descendants one day, to bring new life with him.

We occasionally refer to that child as the “second Adam”, also known as, Jesus the Christ. He comes and undoes Satan’s deception and death; and because he is God, crushes Satan’s head! The God of all power defeats all powers arrayed against him.

“Nothing will be impossible with God.” To shore up Mary’s confidence that the promised Savior will come from her womb, Gabriel shares, “Listen, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age even though she was called barren, and this is her sixth month.”

Elizabeth and Zechariah’s child is the answer to many fervent prayers. This child, John, was deeply desired and asked for often. Each succeeding year of marriage brought less confidence that a new life would ever arise from them. But now, in their old age, when there’s no further expectation of life, God brings about the impossible. What they so deeply desired is finally given.

The child within Mary was never prayed for—at least, not by her. Mary’s child is a complete surprise in her life. Even if Mary sought the Lord’s favor that someday she would have a family, there was no thought that she would bear the Savior. Betrothed, but as yet unmarried, there was no expectation of a life within her at this time, yet God brings about the impossible.

So, if he can give life to those who had no reason to expect it, what challenge is this “small matter” of saving the world? Sin is a great disaster, and a huge problem to overcome, but here comes the Son of God. What does it matter that he be God? If he is not, the task is too great. No one else could pull off the impossible.

Yet he is also a human being. In Luke’s gospel, his ancestry seems to be traced through his mother Mary back to King David (ch. 3). For that matter, Matthew traces from Abraham down through King David to Jesus on his adoptive father’s, on Joseph’s, side. If we need connection of Jesus to human lineage, we have it. Were the names of his ancestor’s listing human beings? The simple test: did they die? If so, they are human. Did Jesus die? Then he’s human, too.

This is a great mystery. It is beyond our comprehension that he could be both fully God and fully man at the same time. Many early heresies of the early Christian church revolved around denying either Jesus’ divine nature or his human nature. To conceive of both is hard. But the Lord always calls us to accept in faith what he says. Does “eternity” truly fit inside our brain? Yet our Lord says we have hope for eternal life—something real, even if we can’t conceive of it. Likewise, Jesus is both God and man.

But what does it matter that he be the Son of Man? No one else could do what he came to do. For people to be saved, people must supply the sacrifice. This principle is established in all the rites and ceremonies of the temple of God. Animals did not magically appear on the altar. No priest went out to find the animal on behalf of another. A sinner needs to bring the sacrifice for sin. That’s the law of God.

So it was, that God decreed, “When the set time had fully come, God sent his Son to be born of a woman, so that he would be born under the law,” (Galatians 4:4). If people need to do something, whatever it is, Jesus needed to do it, too.

Even his descent from David is a “law” of God, for what God says will happen, must happen. David’s Son shall reign on the eternal throne of heaven. Laws are followed.

We note how carefully Mary and Joseph completed the rites of the temple—bringing Jesus to be circumcised on the eighth day in accordance with the laws of God; then on the fortieth day bringing Jesus back to be presented as the first-born son of the family and redeemed by the sacrifice of a pair of doves (Luke 2:21,22). Before Christ could walk, the family ensured that all laws were followed.

When Jesus was able to move about on his own, he completed the commandments of God. He is found in the temple, worshiping God and growing in the Word through discussions with the rabbis. Following that trip to Jerusalem, “He went down with (his parents) and came to Nazareth. He was always obedient to them,” (Luke 2:51). 

His sermons display a thorough knowledge of God’s expectations and how to carry them out: knowledge gained by study—and by experience. His experience includes intense temptation by Satan in the wilderness after 40 days of fasting. Satan sought Christ’s obedience to selfish desires for food and for glory. He tried to create doubt in Jesus’ mind about his relationship with the heavenly Father, to question his care and power. Christ passed all tests. Having defeated Satan there, Christ goes on to further obedience in other areas of life.

He deflects the praise of others that would tempt him to pride, turning it instead to a lesson for the praiser about the goodness and glory of God: “Blessed rather are those who hear the Word of God and keep it,” (Luke 11:28 NIV 84). He obeys temple rules; miraculously providing in the mouth of a fish the correct offering for both Peter and himself. Jesus demonstrates proper submission to earthly authority in commanding taxes be paid to Caesar and giving priest and governor the right to execute him. This last, greatest obedience is also submission to the heavenly Father, “Not what I will, but what you will,” (Mark 14:36). This cup of great suffering is accepted by Christ as necessary to complete the will of God.

Whatever people need to do in obedience to the Father, Jesus did. Then he offered the sacrifice for sinners. Though he was innocent of all charges, he humbly accepted the Lord’s decree that all our guilt is charged to him (Isaiah 53:6). Now considered by God to be the greatest of sinners, he offered himself as the still perfect lamb to take away the sin of the world. God cannot help himself but to be holy. It takes a human to take on the blame for sin. What does it matter that he is the Son of Man? None but a fellow human could stand in for us. “Since the children share flesh and blood, he also shared the same flesh and blood, so that through death he could destroy the one who had the power of death (that is, the Devil)” (Hebrews 2:14).

This, then, is the title that Jesus preferred for himself: the Son of Man. Did he answer the direct question whether he was the Christ, the Son of God? “Yes”, he said, “It is as you have said,” (Matthew 26:64). It’s not false. Jesus is God. But far more comforting, he wants to be known as one of us; that his work applies to us. It does! And for that we are eternally grateful. 

There’s a missing verse from the original German text of “Schoenster Herr Jesu” in our hymn “Beautiful Savior”. That verse ascribes to Jesus all the glory of “Himmels und der Erde”: heaven and earth. His heavenly nature is true and matters so much to us. His earthly nature is true and matters so much to us. Nothing can be dearer to us than our Beautiful Savior. AMEN.

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:  O Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we stand before you with heads bowed in humble awe. 
C:  You present to us a most remarkable mystery, for you are both divine and human! 
M:  Through your power, all things were created in heaven and on earth; still, you agreed to come here as our Brother to live in lowliness, and to suffer and die for our sins on the cross. 
C:  How can our mortal lips sing all the praise that is due to your holy, saving name? 
M:  Then in addition, you promise to come and take us to your heavenly home. 
C:  Oh, the glory of that day when we will hear the sound of your voice calling the dead from their graves! 
M:  Until that day, intercede with the Father on our behalf for all our needs. Be ever near to guard and defend, to cheer and comfort us, and to lend us your aid.  Through the Holy Spirit strengthen our ability to resist sin. 
C:  Lead us continually into your Word, giving us a desire to hear it preached, as well as a love for reaching and studying it in our homes. 
M: For it is in your Word that we meet you; Son of God and Son of Man and discover your great grace to us. 
C:   In grace, look with favor on mankind so that more may come to know you, eternal Lord and Savior. 
M:  In grace, look with favor on mankind, especially those who suffer here and now, eager for your help. 
C:  Give peace to those people and nations who live without it. Bless with health those people here and around the world who have pains of disease, or contend with disabilities. Grant food to the hungry and poor. Encourage those who fight depression and sorrow. 
M:  May the joy of the Christmas season which we partake in, be extended to more of our neighbors and friends, and beyond our December holidays. Lead us to carry our seasonal kindness into the new year.
C:  Because we care about these people, we pray for them…  Special prayers and intercessions 
M: Divine Child of God, make us your brothers and sisters through your grace, and in that grace hear us as we pray...
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN – 8 v. 1,2,4
     “Come, O Precious Ransom, Come”

♫  Come, O precious Ransom, come, Only Hope for sinful mortals!
Come, O Savior of the world! Open are to you all portals.
Come, your beauty let us view; Anxiously we wait for you.
Meditate: Enter now my waiting heart, Glorious King and Lord most holy.
Dwell in me and ne’er depart, Though I am but poor and lowly.
Ah, what riches will be mine When you are my guest divine!
♫  Hail, hosanna, David’s Son! Help, Lord; hear our supplication!
Let your kingdom, scepter, crown Bring us blessing and salvation
That forever we may sing Hail, hosanna! To our King.
Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.

CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING
M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:  Amen
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 
Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.


The Lord bless you and keep you. 


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 


The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN - 1 v. 1,2,6   “The Advent of Our King”
♫  The advent of our King Our prayers must now employ,
And we must hymns of welcome sing In strains of holy joy.
♫  The everlasting Son Incarnate deigns to be,
HImself a servant’s form puts on To set his servants free.
♫  All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one Throughout all eternity.
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt.

NOTES and NEWS

Christmas Eve: Another Service Added

We have added another option for Christmas Eve Worship. There will be two services, at 4:00 & 6:30.

Drive-thru Communion 

The next opportunity for drive thru Holy Communion will be on Sunday, Dec. 27 from 11:30 - noon.

Memorials 

We thank Nan Kottke for her gifs given in memory of Roger Luetschwager and Lorraine Luetschwager.

We thank Shirley Warter for her gift given in memory of Gary Fehlhaber.

Blessed be their memories. Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.

NLHS SCRIP Update

The SCRIP office will be closed for Christmas vacation and will resume normal operations after the holidays on Monday, January 4, 2021.

Dime & Dollar Thrift Store
The Wausau location has an opening for Store Manager.  This is a paid part-time position, responsible for total business operation.  It includes all levels of oversight, including direct supervision of paid and volunteer staff. The Manager reports to the store Board.  For inquiries, contact John Gut, Board President, at Northland Lutheran High School: 715-359-3400;  or cell phone: 715-551-1588. 

Dime and Dollar is a thrift store whose primary mission is to raise funds for Northland Lutheran High School.  Donations are accepted Monday & Wednesday from 10:30 a.m.– 3:00 p.m.  We are always looking for additional volunteers, and welcome shoppers Monday, 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m., Wednesday & Thursday, 10 – 4, and Saturday 10 – 4 (dependent upon volunteers). 
Vounteer to help with service recording

No experience needed – it’s an easy job! If you’re willing to help with this important ministry, please speak with Pastor Suckow, Ruth or Marie. 

Would you believe 136 people watched our Thanksgiving service online? And we regularly have 30-40 watchers on Sundays. What a blessing!

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.




Christmas Week Worship:

Christmas Eve at 4:00 & 6:30 pm
      Christmas Day at 9:00 am
Christmas Sunday, December 27, at 8 and 10:30 am
New Year’s Eve (with Holy Communion) at 6:30 pm
Our Savior’s School students have recorded a Christmas Eve message, which will be posted next week on our website (oursaviorswausau.org) and on our Facebook page (Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School). Their song will be included in our Christmas Eve worship services.
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	Today 12/20


	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM
	Worship 

Bible Class

Worship 

	Wednesday
	Noon
	OSS noon dismissal

	Thursday
	4:00 & 6:30 
	Christmas Eve Worship

	Friday
	9:00 AM
	Christmas Day Worship

	Sunday 12/27
	8:00 AM

10:30 AM

11:30 - Noon
	Worship with Communion

Worship with Communion

Drive Thru Communion



Attendance: 

Sunday – 33 & 21, Online - 29  
Total = 83
Wednesday – 28 & 20, Online - 27 
Total = 75

This Week’s Opportunities for Growing in Christ








Our Stewardship of God’s Gifts: December 13, 2020


Weekly         	Vision      		Debt Red     	Thanksgvg		Advent


$4,233.00    $185.00	 $70.00        	$74.00	 	$632.00





Chr Eve	Chr Day	  NY Eve	  Chr Gifts/Bags		NLHS Op


$50.00	$600.00		$50.00		  $250.00			$5.00





Memorials		Publications		Calendars	Plate		School Fees


$100.00		$5.00		$83.00		$20.00	   $1,909.44





Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.
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