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          Christmas Eve ~ December 24, 2020
Opening Prayer 
M: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of your true light. Grant that as we have known on earth the wonder of that light, we may also behold him in all his glory in the life to come; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
HYMN – 17
v. 1,4 (sing both)
    God’s Own Son Most Holy 
God’s own Son most holy Came a servant lowly,
Came to live among us, Came to suffer for us,
Bore the cross to save us, Hope and freedom gave us.
Those who then are loyal Find a welcome royal.
Come, then, Lord Jesus, From our sins release us.
Let us here confess you Till in heav’n we bless you.
Readings 

Romans 3:10-21
Just as it is written: There is no one who is righteous, not even one. 11 There is no one who understands. There is no one who searches for God. 12 They all turned away; together they became useless. There is no one who does what is good; there is not even one. 13 Their throat is an open grave. They kept deceiving with their tongues. The poison of asps is on their lips. 14 Their mouth is filled with cursing and bitterness.
15 Their feet are quick to shed blood. 16 They leave a trail of destruction and suffering wherever they go. 17 The way of peace they did not know.
18 There is no fear of God in front of their eyes. 19 Now we know that whatever the law says is addressed to those who are under the law, so that every mouth will be silenced and the whole world will be subject to God’s judgment. 20 For this reason, no one will be declared righteous in his sight by works of the law, for through the law we become aware of sin. 21 But now, completely apart from the law, a righteousness from God has been made known. The Law and the Prophets testify to it.
M: My soul melts with sorrow.
C: By your words make me stand firm. (Psalm 119:28)
Isaiah 9:2-7
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. For those living in the land of the shadow of death, the light has dawned.
3 You have multiplied the nation. You have increased its joy. They rejoice before you like the joy at harvest time, like the celebration when people divide the plunder.
4 For you have shattered the yoke that burdened them. You have broken the bar on their shoulders and the rod of their oppressor, as you did in the day of Midian.
5 Every boot that marched in battle and the garments rolled in blood will be burned. They will be fuel for the fire.
6 For to us a child is born. To us a son is given. The authority to rule will rest on his shoulders. He will be named: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 There will be no limit to his authority and no end to the peace he brings. He will rule on David’s throne and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from now on, into eternity. The zeal of the Lord of Armies will accomplish this.
M: How sweet are your sayings to my taste,
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth! (Psalm 119:103)
Hymn – 35
v. 1,4,5 (sing all)     Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
Of the Father’s love begotten
Ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega,
He the source, the ending he,
Of the things that are, that have been,
And that future years shall see
Evermore and evermore.
Let the heights of heav’n adore him,
Angel hosts his praises sing,
Pow’rs, dominions bow before him
And extol our God and King.
Let no tongue on earth be silent,
Ev’ry voice in concert ring
Evermore and evermore.
Christ, to you, with God the Father,
And the Spirit ceaselessly
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving
And unending praises be,
Honor, glory, and dominion
And eternal victory
Evermore and evermore.
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.




Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people. 12 It trains us to reject ungodliness and worldly lusts and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope, that is, the glorious appearance of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14 He gave himself for us, to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people who are his own chosen people, eager to do good works.
M: Give me life according to your mercy,
C: and I will obey the testimony from your mouth. (Psalm 119:88)
Hymn – 34 v. 1,3 (sing both) 
   Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’n our voice;
He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies;
Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies.
Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art!
Now through his Son doth shine The Father’s grace divine.
Death o’er us had reign-ed Through sin and vanity;
He for us obtain-ed Eternal joy on high.
May we praise him there! May we praise him there!
Luke 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 And everyone went to register, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the town of Nazareth, into Judea, to the town of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was from the house and family line of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, his wife, who was pledged to him in marriage and was expecting a child. 6 And so it was that while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
M: Make me understand the meaning of your precepts.
C: Then I will meditate on your wonders. (Psalm 119:27)
Hymn – 68




    Away in a Manger

Solo:  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
Solo: The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
And stay by my side until morning is nigh.
All:  Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with you there.
Luke 2:8-20  Read by the congregation
There were in the same country shepherds staying out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified! 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which will be for all people: 11 Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude from the heavenly army, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward mankind.”
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Now let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they told others the message they had been told about this child. 18 And all who heard it were amazed by what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
M: So let your mercies come to me, O Lord,
C: and let your salvation come according to your sayings. (Psalm 119:41)
Musical Interlude
Sermonette


          Luke 2:11; 28-32; 38
11 Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord.
28 Simeon took him into his arms and praised God. He said,
29 Lord, you now dismiss your servant in peace, according to your word, 30 because my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared before the face of all people, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.
38 Standing nearby at that very hour, (Anna) gave thanks to the Lord. She kept speaking about the child to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
Theme: What’d They Say?
Fellow Celebrants of Christmas: In recent times a number of fantasy-based movies—starting with STAR WARS; the Matrix and Terminator series; the MARVEL Comics UNIVERSE; and just about any computer animated film—they have all spoiled Christmas. Not so much because they are anti-Christian, or their action figures are the must-buy toy of the year—all sold out—but because of their dazzling special effects.

What would happen if 21st century, movie-going shepherds were out in their fields by night when an angel suddenly appeared, then soon afterward a multitude of the heavenly host? I can imagine one casually remarking to another, “I remember how they did that in ‘The Last Jedi’.” The other might say, “How about the scene in ‘Captain America: The Winter Warrior’ when they….” And the angel would be trying to get their attention, saying, “Hey! No! Guys! This is real!”

What would it take to get across a message today? What kind of special effects magic would be required to get people to notice?

We have often been reminded to forget the medium and concentrate on the message. Even Hollywood knows that; a movie with no plot will bomb. A movie needs a solid story—not just a string of special effects. The words, the dialogue, is important, not how it’s presented. Let’s take a moment and forget about the glory of the angels just to ask: “What’d they say?”

In a single sentence, the angel presented quite a message. 

The shepherds heard a birth announcement: no pounds and ounces, no color of hair, just “Today, in the town of David, a Savior was born for you.”

This birth had been anticipated and eagerly awaited over centuries, ever since Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden; ever since Moses received the Law on Mt. Sinai; ever since Isaiah foretold that a virgin would conceive and give birth to a son called “Immanuel”. People were eager for the news of the Savior because Adam and Eve’s sin still haunted them.

Once sin was brought into the world, the responsibility for sin and the inescapable desire to sin was passed from father to child of every generation. We don’t like to admit it, but it’s true as the Bible says, that “there is no one who is righteous, not even one,” (Romans 3:10). Every person since the time of Adam has been guilty of sins against God whether it be lying, shoplifting, cursing, hatred, prejudice, lust, lack of kindness, idolatry, disregard for God, arrogance and boasting, or any combination of these and other sins: the chief of which is wanting to follow our own path, not God’s.

The Bible further declares that such sins merit punishment and even death. “The wages of sin is death,” Scriptures boldly announce (Roman 6:23). As people realize this, the curse of sin becomes an oppressive load, a burden one looks to get rid of. So, people anticipated the one God promised—a Savior from sin. What a message the angels brought; the Savior was here.

But there’s more: The shepherds heard the birth announcement of one who is “Christ the Lord.” That sets this baby apart. God himself had come to earth.

Because of what the prophets said, people were expecting a Savior who would take their place and accept their punishment for sin. Isaiah perhaps said it most clearly, “The Lord has charged all our guilt to him,” (53:6). 

But the guilt of all of us?! How could he do that, unless he were God himself? God assured us that the Savior was powerful enough to take on sins burden for every one of the people of earth. What a joy for people to hear that God has come to deal with their problem.

Faithful Simeon, when he meets the child, reveals the pain and suffering that will be the future of the boy (“A sword will pierce your own soul also”). No surprise there, for we know the effect of sin on the world is pain and death. But the child’s pain and death will bring an end to sin and its consequences.

This is the message. A message worthy of speaking and hearing whether through angels with the bright lights of heaven, or a faithful man at the temple or aged prophetess. Each in their own way shared the gospel of Jesus Christ. What they said was more important than how it was presented.

How is it presented to you? It’s different this year. Some of our favorite Christmas traditions simply are not being fulfilled. Whether in a traditional Children’s Service, or a COVID-influenced alternate, the message matters.

If we were having a traditional Children’s service this year, would we be better off? You’ve seen it. How many congregation members are really listening? The attention is often on how cute the children look, or what might come out of their mouths at an awkward moment of silence. “Whose kid is that up there who is wiggling so much?” Parents might be a bit nervous about whether their children will remember their parts or embarrass themselves. So, what if you took those children home, looked them in the eye and said to them, “Sorry, I wasn’t listening. What’d you say?”

The question doesn’t really need an answer. And we wouldn’t ask it. No more than we would say to our spouse who sang in a choir, “Honey, that 3rd song, what was that about?” That’d be like angels having to say, “Yo! shepherds, listen up!” because the special effects department of the heavenly hosts wasn’t on their game that night. It’s not the package, it’s the message!

Sometimes the package will be glory and lights and beauty—like angels—and like earth-bound choirs, too. Sometimes the package is just a man walking around in the church entrance, like Simeon. Or the package could be an old woman like Anna, tugging on your shirt sleeve to get you to listen. Would you be embarrassed to be approached by someone like that; very sincere by kinda intense? 

You see, that’s one of the things that reminds us that it’s not the medium, but the message. It started grand and glorious with angels and all but switched to humble shepherds who simply “told others the message they had been told about this child.” It moves then to a man and an old woman at church, then to you and me. Let’s have a Children’s Christmas service next year, but understand, you, me, nobody, is going to compete with Hollywood special effects. That’s ok, it’s the message.

What would we say? It took all kinds to share the first Christmas story. It’s takes all kinds in our world today to keep sharing it. Christ our Savior is born. What a message for you to share! AMEN.

Our Savior’s School Children’s Christmas Song

“Angels We Have Heard on High / Joy Has Dawned”

“Angels We Have Heard on High” lyrics by James Chadwick

“Joy Has Dawned” lyrics and music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend
A Christmas Creed
I believe in God the Father almighty; who made a world of perfection which was ruined by sinful disobedience; who in love promised a Savior-Child to our first, rebellious, parents; and in the fullness of time sent him to be born in Bethlehem, in Judea.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, who came in fulfillment of all prophecies of our God. He was born in a humble state, of a poor family, and laid in a manger for there was no room in the inn. He lived in obedience to both his human and his heavenly Father; grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and with people. Yet later, he was rejected by his people who mistreated and crucified him. Though laid in a tomb, he arose to life eternal and promises the same life to us who believe in him.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the God of gracious Words which lead us into faith, and therefore, forgiveness from the Lord. He caused the Christmas events to be recorded that we might learn from them. He caused the events of the crucifixion to be recorded that we might be saved through them. He caused the events of Jesus’ return to be prophesied that we might have hope because of them. At Jesus’ return, we will be raised in body and spirit. He gathers us in the communion of saints here, and in heaven eternally. Amen.
Prayer for Christmas Eve
M: Almighty God, heavenly Father, we are thankful that you fulfilled your ancient promises and sent us a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord. Your Son left the glory of heaven and became flesh for us. He became our brother so that through him we might become your children. We are indeed rich for we have peace with you and access to your throne in every need. Bring us to that throne often with all our needs.
Dear Savior, give us a simple, childlike faith that sees your glory even in your lowliness. Help us all to rejoice in your birth. In sincere faith may we join the song of the angels, share the delight of the shepherds; and adore you with the Magi. May the truth, love, and redemption that you have brought dwell in our hearts and lives. And since you came for all people, help us to share the good news of great joy that we have in you.
As you have shown us your glory on this holy evening, so one day bring us into your glory in heaven, where we will take our places among the saints and angels, to forever praise and glorify you for the grace and mercy you have poured out on us. May this Christmastime joy be found among us now, and in the year ahead.
C: Hear us, Lord, for the sake of your Name. Amen.
Hymn – 60





Silent Night 
All:  Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht Alles schläft; einsam wacht
Nur das traute hochheilige Paar. Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh! Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!
Women:  Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
Men:   Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar; Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
All:  Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
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Text: Latin hymn, 14th century; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 180674, alt.
Tune: IN DULCI JUBILO (66 66 66 55) German melody, 14th century, alt.
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A warm welcome to our visitors!

Please join us again.

Warmest Christmas Greetings from your called workers and staff. Sincere thanks to the many who have shared gifts and greetings and have shown their Christian love in so many ways. God bless you!

Christmas season worship times:

Christmas Day at 9:00 am
Christmas Sunday, Dec. 27 at 8 & 10:30 am (regular worship times)

New Year’s Eve (with Holy Communion) at 6:30 pm

Children’s Christmas Message: Our Savior’s School students have recorded a Christmas message, which has been posted on our website (oursaviorswausau.org) and on our Facebook page (Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School). 
Sincere Thanks to those who decorated, donated, bought poinsettias, shoveled, salted, cleaned, ushered, greeted, recorded, attended, packed Christmas treat bags for our school children… and the list goes on. Your efforts are greatly appreciated and Our Savior’s is blessed by your generous service.


Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.
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