Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes
Christmas Day Service of Lessons and Carols
December 25, 2020
OPENING HYMN - CW 12

     Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes
♫  Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
And ev’ry voice a song.
Invocation and Prayer
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
M: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.”
C: And you forgave the guilt of my sin.
Confession

Together:  O most merciful God, who gave your only begotten Son to die for us, have mercy on us for his sake, and grant us remission of all our sins; and by your Holy Spirit increase in us the true knowledge of you and your will and true obedience to your word, so that by your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
M: Rejoice! I will say it again, rejoice! Christ our Lord has come and redeemed his people. Your sins are gone through Christ’s sacrifice.
Absolution

M: Let us pray:  O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only Son, Jesus Christ, grant that as we joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him when he shall come to be our judge, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
  The Savior Comes as Prophesied  
First Lesson 







Isaiah 11:1-5
A shoot will spring up from the stump of Jesse, and a Branch from his roots will bear fruit.
2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him: the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3 He will be delighted with the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, nor will he render decisions based on what he hears with his ears,
4 but with righteousness he will judge the poor, and he will render fair decisions in favor of the oppressed on the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath from his lips he will put the wicked to death.
5 Righteousness will be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his hips.
Carol – TLH 645 



       

 Behold, a Branch Is Growing
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♫  Behold, a Branch is growing Of loveliest form and grace,
As prophets sung, foreknowing; It springs from Jesse's race
And bears one little Flow'r 

In midst of coldest winter, At deepest midnight hour.
♫  Isaiah hath foretold It In words of promise sure,
And Mary's arms enfold It, A virgin meek and pure.
Thro' God's eternal will
This Child to her is given At midnight calm and still.
  The Savior Comes at the Right Time  
Second Lesson






     Galatians 4:1-5
What I am saying is this: As long as the heir is a young child, he is no different from a slave. Although he is owner of everything, 2 he is still under guardians and managers until the day set by his father. 3 So also, when we were younger children, we were enslaved under the basic principles of the world. 4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son to be born of a woman, so that he would be born under the law, 5 in order to redeem those under the law, so that we would be adopted as sons.
Carol – TLH 99     




   Now Are the Days Fulfilled
♫  Now are the days fulfilled, God’s Son is manifested,
Now his great majesty In human flesh is vested.
Behold the mighty God, By whom all wrath is stilled,
The woman’s promised seed-- Now are the days fulfilled.

  The Savior Comes, Born of a Virgin  

Third Lesson






     Luke 2:1-7 (KJV)
Read by the women: 
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. 2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
Third Carol – CW 56




 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

♫  Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger;
There he lay, the undefiled, To the world a stranger.
Such a babe in such a place -- Can he be the Savior?
Ask the saved of all the race Who have found his favor.
  The Savior Comes, as Made Known to Shepherds  

Fourth Lesson






  Luke 2:8-20 (KJV)
Read by the men:
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. 18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.
Fourth Carol






          The First Noel

♫  The First Noel, the angels did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep
On a cold winter's night that was so deep
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel
Born is the King of Israel!
  The Savior Comes, as Made Known to Magi  

Fifth Lesson






      Matthew 2:1-12
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men from the east came to Jerusalem. They asked, 2 “Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 He gathered together all the people’s chief priests and experts in the law. He asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, because this was written through the prophet:
6 You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not least among the rulers of Judah: because out of you will come a ruler, who will shepherd my people, Israel.”
7 Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and found out from them exactly when the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. When you find him, report to me, so that I may also go and worship him.”
9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them, until it stood still over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming joy. 11 After they went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they bowed down and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 Since they had been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country by another route.
Fifth Carol






          The First Noel

♫  They looked up and saw a star Shining in the East beyond them far
And to the earth it gave great light And so it continued both day and night
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel Born is the King of Israel!
  The Savior Comes to Ransom Sinful Souls  

Sixth Lesson






       1 Timothy 2:4-6
(God) wants all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.
Sixth Carol – CW 8 v. 2


   Come, O Precious Ransom, Come
♫  Enter now my waiting heart,
Glorious King and Lord most holy.
Dwell in me and ne'er depart,
Though I am but poor and lowly.
Ah, what riches will be mine
When you are my guest divine!
  The Savior Comes to Fill Our Hearts with Joy  

Seventh Lesson






   
       Psalm 98
1 Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
2 The Lord has made his salvation known. He has revealed his righteousness to the eyes of the nations.
3 He has remembered his mercy and his faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
4 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Break out in joyful song! Make music!
5 Make music to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of music.
6 With trumpets and the sound of the ram’s horn shout for joy before the King, the Lord.
7 Let the sea roar, and everything that fills it, the world, and all who live in it.
8 Let the rivers clap their hands. Let the mountains sing for joy together before the Lord,
9 for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with fairness.
Sermonette: I Will Praise the Lord


             Psalm 111
Seventh Carol - CW 62 v. 1,2



     Joy to the World

♫  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare him room And heav'n and nature sing,
And heav'n and nature sing, And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.
♫  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
  The Saviors Comes to Receive Our Praise  

Eighth Lesson      






Psalm 150
1  Praise the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary. Praise him in the expanse that shows his 
   might. 
2  Praise him for his acts of power. Praise him according to his abundant greatness.
3  Praise him with a blast of the ram’s horn. Praise him with the harp and the lyre.
4  Praise him with hand drums and dancing. Praise him with the strings and the flute.
5  Praise him with the sounding cymbals. Praise him with loud cymbals.
6  Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord.
Eighth Carol – CW 49


Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn

♫  Rejoice, rejoice this happy morn! 

A Savior unto us is born, The Christ, the Lord of glory.
His lowly birth in Bethlehem The angels from on high proclaim
And sing redemption's story.
My soul, Extol God's great favor; Bless him ever For salvation.
Give him praise and adoration.
  The Saviors Comes Again, We Await His Advent  

NINth Lesson      






Titus 2:11-15
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people. 12 It trains us to reject ungodliness and worldly lusts and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope, that is, the glorious appearance of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14 He gave himself for us, to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people who are his own chosen people, eager to do good works. 15 Keep telling people these things.
Ninth Carol – CW 9 v. 1,4,5

    Jesus, Your Church with Longing Eyes

♫  Jesus, your Church with longing eyes
For your expected coming waits.
When will the promised light arise
And glory beam from heaven's gates?
Meditate:

Oh, come and reign o'er ev'ry land;
Let Satan from his throne be hurled.
Let nations bow to your command;
Let grace revive a dying world.
♫  Teach us in watchfulness and prayer
To wait for your appointed hour,
And fit us by your grace to share
The triumphs of your conqu'ring pow'r.
Christmas Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, who sent his Son to be my Savior.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, my Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, announced by the angels, worshipped by the shepherds, adored by the wise men; who lived to suffer, die and rise again to free me from all sin, from death, and the power of Satan.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith in my Savior, and by whose continuous work in my heart I rejoice in my salvation, show forth his praises, and will one day live and reign with him through all eternity.  

This is most certainly true. Amen.
Christmas Prayer of the Church
M:  Lord God, heavenly Father, Creator and Sustainer of the universe, we praise you for the special love you have shown us, your fallen and sinful creatures. You have kept your word and sent your Son to be born as Savior and Redeemer.
Lord Jesus Christ, we marvel at your servant-heart, which prompted you to do your Father’s will and take on our flesh. You became fully human so that you might live the holy and perfect life we could not live, endure the agony of the cross, and suffer death as our substitute.
O Holy Spirit, we thank you for your saving work of bringing us to faith in our newborn Savior. You have opened our eyes to see that, despite his humble appearance and lowly circumstances, this child who lies in Bethlehem’s manger is the mighty God, the Redeemer of the world.
God of our salvation, as you have brought us to faith in the Christ Child, so we ask that you would work powerfully also in the hearts of those who do not yet know him. Grant that the world’s attention to Christ may not be only a seasonal attraction or a sentimental novelty. Rather, bring sinners to faith that they may see him as the answer to life’s problems here and the sure hope of eternal life.
Hear us, Lord, as we bring to you our private petitions.
Let the joyous message of Christmas be preached in all the world, and may it find ready acceptance in believing hearts for the glory of Christ’s holy name, the name in which we pray…
Lord’s Prayer 


C:   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Apostolic Blessing (sung by pastor with congregation Amen)
M:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
C:  Amen
Closing Hymn - CW 12 v. 4 (modified)

          Hark the Glad Sound!
♫  With glad hosannas, sung today,
Your welcome we proclaimed.
May we make heav’n’s arches ring
With your beloved name.
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A warm welcome to our visitors! Please join us again.

Warmest Christmas Greetings from your called workers and staff. Sincere thanks to the many who have shared gifts and greetings and have shown their Christian love in so many ways. God bless you!

Our Sunday Worship continues on December 27th at 8:00 & 10:30 am (communion worship), followed by drive thru Communion from 11:30 – noon. Sunday Bible class will resume on Jan 10.
Join Us  to thank God for his continued blessings.  Our New Year’s Eve family worship service (with communion) will begin at 6:30 pm Thursday, Dec 31.  Please join us.
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Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.











2

