A Service of Christmas Hymns & Carols
Sunday, December 27, 2020
Opening Prayer 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C:   Amen.
M:  Let us pray: Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our human nature. By his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of sin and transform us into the likeness of his glory. Bring us these blessings through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.




Bible verse:
 Luke 2:4,5, 13-14
Stanza 1
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the town of Nazareth, into Judea, to the town of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was from the house and family line of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, his wife, who was pledged to him in marriage and was expecting a child.
Stanza 3
13 Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude from the heavenly army, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward mankind.”
Hymn – 55 v. 1,3 


          Oh Come, All Ye Faithful 
1  Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold him, Born the King of angels.

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

3  Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation;

Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above.

Glory to God, all Glory in the highest.

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Text: John F. Wade, c. 1711–86; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt.

Bible verse:   Luke 2:10-14
10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which will be for all people: 11 Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude from the heavenly army, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward mankind.”
Hymn – 38


 From Heav’n Above to Earth I Come
(Sing bold print, meditate italic print)
1 “From heav’n above to earth I come To bear good news to ev’ry home;

Glad tidings of great joy I bring, Whereof I now will say and sing:

2 “To you this night is born a child Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;

This little child of lowly birth Shall be the joy of all the earth.
8   Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, Through whom the sinful world is blest!

You came to share my misery That you might share your joy with me.

11  
Instead of soft and silken stuff You have but hay and straw so rough

On which as King, so rich and great, To be enthroned in royal state.

13    Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled

Within my heart, made clean and new, A quiet chamber kept for you.

15    Glory to God in highest heaven, Who unto us his Son has given!

While angels sing with pious mirth A glad new year to all the earth.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
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Bible verse:
Isaiah 9:6,7
6 For to us a child is born. To us a son is given. The authority to rule will rest on his shoulders. He will be named: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 There will be no limit to his authority and no end to the peace he brings. He will rule on David’s throne and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from now on, into eternity. The zeal of the Lord of Armies will accomplish this.
Hymn – 54 v. 1,3

Where Shepherds Lately Knelt
1    Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel’s word,

I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred;

But there is room and welcome there for me,

But there is room and welcome there for me.

3    How should I not have known Isaiah would be there,

His prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart I stare:

A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me,

A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me.

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008. © 1987 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Bible verse:
 Luke 2:6,7
6 And so it was that while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
Hymn – 68
  



    Away in a Manger
(Sing bold print, meditate italic print)
1    Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2    The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,

But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.

I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,

And stay by my side until morning is nigh.

3    Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay

Close by me forever and love me, I pray.

Bless all the dear children in your tender care,

And take us to heaven to live with you there.

Text: Little Children’s Book, Philadelphia, 1885, st. 1-2; Vineyard Songs, Louisville, 1892, st. 3.
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Bible verse: Philippians 2:6-8 
6 Though he was by nature God, he did not consider equality with God as a prize to be displayed, 7 but he emptied himself by taking the nature of a servant. When he was born in human likeness, and his appearance was like that of any other man, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.
Hymn – 45 v. 1-3

      Oh Rejoice, All Christians Loudly
(Pulpit side sings verse, Lectern side sings refrain)
Oh, rejoice, all Christians, loudly, For our joys have now begun; 
Wondrous things our God has done.
Tell abroad his goodness proudly, Who our race has honored so, 
That he lives with us below.
Refrain:
Joy, oh, joy beyond all gladness, Christ has done away with sadness!
Hence all sorrow and repining, For the Sun of grace is shining!
 
See, my soul, your Savior chooses Poverty and weakness, too;
In such love he comes to you.
Neither crib nor cross refuses, All he suffers for your good
To redeem you by his blood.
Refrain:
Joy, oh, joy beyond all gladness, Christ has done away with sadness!
Hence all sorrow and repining, For the Sun of grace is shining!
 
Lord, how shall I thank you rightly? I am saved eternally
By your life and death for me.
Let me not regard you lightly But on you in faith depend,
Praising you, my heav’nly friend.
Refrain:
Joy, oh, joy beyond all gladness, Christ has done away with sadness!
Hence all sorrow and repining, For the Sun of grace is shining!
Bible verses: Hebrews 2:14; Micah 5:2, 4-5a
Stanza 1
14 Therefore, since the children share flesh and blood, he also shared the same flesh and blood, so that through death he could destroy the one who had the power of death (that is, the Devil)
Stanza 2
2 But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel. His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity. 4 He will stand and shepherd with the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. They will dwell securely, for at that time he will be great to the ends of the earth. 5 This one will be their peace.
Hymn


        God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen
God rest ye merry gentlemen Let nothing you dismay
Remember Christ our Savior Was born on Christmas Day
To save us all from Satan's pow'r When we were gone astray
Oh tidings of comfort and joy, Comfort and joy
Oh tidings of comfort and joy
In Bethlehem, in Israel This blessed Babe was born
And laid within a manger Upon this blessed morn
The which His Mother Mary Did nothing take in scorn
Oh tidings of comfort and joy, Comfort and joy
Oh tidings of comfort and joy

Bible verse:
Numbers 24:17a; Matthew 2:1,2
Stanza 1
I see him, but not now. I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of Jacob. A scepter will rise up out of Israel.
Stanza 2
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men from the east came to Jerusalem. They asked, 2 “Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
Hymn




 I Wonder as I Wander
1    I wonder as I wander out under the sky,
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die.
For poor on'ry people like you and like I...
I wonder as I wander out under the sky.

2    When Mary birthed Jesus 'twas in a cow's stall,
With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all.
But high from God's heaven a star's light did fall,
And the promise of ages it then did recall.

Liturgy of Holy Communion
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. When the time had fully come, he sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.
Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us and grant us your peace. Amen.
Closing Prayer and Blessing 
M:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen.
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

     Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
C: Amen. 
Hymn – 41 v. 1,3,5,6
       Let All Together Praise Our God
(Sing hymn verses, meditate on Bible verses)
Let all together praise our God Before his highest throne;

Today he opens heav’n again And gives us his own Son,

And gives us his own Son. 
Psalm 2:7,8 - I will proclaim the decree of the Lord. He said to me: “You are my Son. Today I have begotten you. Ask me, and I will give you the nations as your inheritance and the ends of the earth as your possession.
He veils in flesh his pow’r divine A servant’s form to take;

In want and lowliness must die Who heav’n and earth did make,

Who heav’n and earth did make.
Philippians 2:6-8 – Though he was by nature God, he did not consider equality with God as a prize to be displayed, 7 but he emptied himself by taking the nature of a servant. When he was born in human likeness, and his appearance was like that of any other man, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.
He serves that I a lord may be— A great exchange indeed!

Could Jesus’ love do more for me To help me in my need,

To help me in my need?

II Corinthians 5:21 – God made him, who did not know sin, to become sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in him.
For us he opens wide the door Of paradise today.

The angel guards the gate no more; To God our thanks we pay,

To God our thanks we pay.
Genesis 3:23,24 – The Lord God sent him out from the Garden of Eden to work the soil from which he had been taken. 24 So he drove the man out, and in front of the Garden of Eden he stationed cherubim and a flaming sword, which turned in every direction to guard the way to the Tree of Life.
Text: Nikolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561, abr.; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.


Join Us  to thank God for his continued blessings.  Our New Year’s Eve family worship service (with communion) will begin at 6:30 pm Thursday, Dec 31.  Please join us.

Gifts & Memorials 

We thank Suzanne Durkee for her gifts given to Our Savior’s School and to the window/door fund given in loving memory of her husband, John Durkee.

We thank Bob Bishop for his gift given in loving memory of his wife, Susan, who went to heaven on Sept. 15 and his son, Randy, who went to heaven on Dec. 17. This gift is given with gratitude for the prayers and kind words during this difficult time. Bob wishes you God’s blessings for the New Year. 

We thank Carol Smith for her gift to WELS Missions given in memory of Randy Bishop.

We thank DuWayne & Shirley Marquardt for their gift to Our Savior’s School given in memory of their brother-in-law, Leon Zastrow. 

Blessed be their memories. 

Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.



	Today


	8:00 AM

10:30 AM

11:30-Noon
	Worship with Communion

No Bible Class

Worship 

Drive thru Communion

	Thursday
	6:30 PM
	New Year’s Eve Worship with Holy Communion

	Sunday 1/3


	8:00 AM

10:30 AM
	Worship 

No Bible Class

Worship


Attendance: 
Sunday – 29 & 22, Online - 42 

Total = 93

Christmas Eve – 59 & 47, Online - 32 
Total = 138

Christmas Day – 29, Online - 38

Total = 67





Our Stewardship of God’s Gifts: December 20, 2020


Weekly         	Vision         Debt Red     	Missions	  Thanksgiving	Advent	      Chr Eve	Chr Day


$4,610.00     $545.00	 $300.00        	$35.00	  $5.00	     	 	$758.00      $170.00	$240.00





Chr Bags/Gifts	NewYear’s Eve	NLHS Op	Bldg Maint       OS School      Window/Door Project


$230.00	  	 $45.00 		     $250.00    		$100.00	        $1,250.00 	     $900.00	  	





Chr Wishes 	  Plate


$10.00   		  $21.00





This Week’s Opportunities for Growing in Christ





Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.
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