[image: image1.jpg]AR S
Y

Christ’s Love, Our Calling.




New Year’s Eve Worship

December 31, 2020

Opening Liturgy
M: O Lord, open my lips.
C: And my mouth shall declare your praise.
M: Hasten to save me, O God.
C: O Lord, come quickly to help me.
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lord God, you have brought us to this hour of evening prayer. We thank you for providing all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Sing:  Let my prayer rise before you as incense, 
   the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
O Lord, I call to you; come to me quickly; 
   hear my voice when I cry to you. 
Let my prayer rise before you as incense, 
   the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need that we may sing your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
First Lesson



       Psalm 90 (EHV)
1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.
2 Before the mountains were born, before you gave birth to the earth and the world, from eternity to eternity you are God.
3 You grind people to dust, and you say, “Return, children of Adam.”
4 For a thousand years in your sight are like a day, like yesterday that has gone by, or like a watch in the night.
5 You sweep them away like a flood. They are like sleep in the morning, like grass which changes quickly.
6 In the morning it sprouts and grows. By evening it is cut down, and it withers.
7 Surely, we are consumed by your anger, and by your wrath we are terrified.
8 You have laid out our guilty deeds in front of you. Our hidden sins are revealed in the light of your face.
9 For all our days pass away under your fury. We finish our years like a sigh.
10 The days of our lives add up to seventy years, or eighty years if we are strong. Yet the best of them are trouble and sorrow, for they disappear quickly, and we fly away.
11 Who can understand the power of your anger? But your fury is consistent with the fear that is owed to you.
12 Teach us to number our days in such a way that we bring a heart of wisdom.
13 Turn, O Lord! How long! Change your mind toward your servants.
14 Satisfy us in the morning with your mercy, so that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.
15 Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, for as many years as we have seen trouble.
16 Let your deeds be seen by your servants and your majesty by their children.
17 May the kindness of the Lord our God rest upon us. Establish the work of our hands for us.
Yes, establish the work of our hands.
Psalm Prayer
M: Lord God, grant us your Holy Spirit to cleanse our minds and renew our hearts that we may live for you here and hereafter; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
Second Lesson


     Hebrews 11:13-16 (EHV)
One by one, all of these died in faith, without having received the things that were promised, but they saw and welcomed them from a distance. They confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 Indeed, people who say things like that make it clear that they are looking for a land of their own. 15 And if they were remembering the land they had come from, they would have had an opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better land—a heavenly one. For that reason, God is not ashamed to be called their God, because he prepared a city for them.
Seasonal Response
M: We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14b NIV 84)
Sermon Hymn – CW 70 v. 1,4,5
Sing: Help us, O Lord, for now we enter
Upon another year today.
In you our hopes and thoughts now center;
Renew our courage for the way.
New life, new strength, new happiness
We ask of you--oh hear and bless.
Meditate: Jesus, be with me and direct me;
Jesus, my plans and hopes inspire;
Jesus, from tempting thought protect me;
Jesus, be all my heart’s desire;
Jesus, be in my thoughts all day
And never let me fall away.
Sing: And grant, Lord, when the year is over,
That it for me in peace may close.
In all things care for me and cover
My head in time of fear and woes.
So may I, when life is done,
Appear with joy before your throne.
Sermon Text


    Habakkuk 3:17-19 (EHV)
The fig tree may have no buds. The vines may have no grapes. The olive tree may fail to produce. The fields may yield no food. The sheep may be cut off from their flock, and there may be no cattle in the barns, 18 but I will delight in the Lord and rejoice in God who saves me. 19 The Lord God is my strength. He will give me feet like a deer and make me leap along the high hills.
Theme - What Can We Expect from the New Year?
Dear friends in Christ: I feel I’m only jumping on the bandwagon, but I’ll say it, too, “Good riddance to 2020.” Much has been made of how this has been a bad year—including attempts at humor in the Christmas ornaments and Christmas cards that we could buy.

No matter what the cause, there’s not much funny about death of the loved one: faced by eight of our church families. There’s not much fun in a lost job or reduced income due to financial turmoil.

And let’s not pretend there haven’t been conflicts between members: disagreements about school policies and procedures; distress over service times and the manner of conducting them.

Plus, we know the challenges of this past year are not over. The disease is not yet defeated. Another stimulus check, while beneficial, does not make up for a lost job, or for significantly reduced hours. There may be different health factors looming for some of you. Family strife won’t get better by tomorrow morning.

While some individuals have received blessings from the Lord, others have struggled. What Habakkuk has for us is a perspective looking forward. What can we expect of the new year? As he tells us: “The fig tree may have no buds. The vines may have no grapes. The olive tree may fail to produce. The fields may yield no food. The sheep may be cut off from their flock, and there may be no cattle in the barns, but I will delight in the Lord and rejoice in God who saves me.” Though he seemed to have no reason to rejoice, Habakkuk can still be joyful.

All three chapters of the book of Habakkuk appear to cover a single conversation which he had with the Lord in prayer. The whole book needs to be considered as a unit. In doing so, we find that at first there’s no positive outlook, only Habakkuk’s complaints.

“Why do you cause me to see injustice? Why do you overlook misery? Devastation and violence confront me. The law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails,” (1:3,4 NIV 78). As Habakkuk toted up the score, he saw violence and injustice way ahead of truth and kindness.

Habakkuk lived about 650 B.C., but he could have been describing yesterday’s news reports. His lifetime was characterized by violence. Those who sought redress in the courts found only frustration, for threats and bribery carried more weight than what was right. So, he and others were having a bad year.

Even if we haven’t personally suffered, we read or see or hear enough to frustrate us about the legal process in America. Greedy landlords are barely restrained from serving eviction papers on those who have no choice but to live on the streets. Guilty criminals go free on a technicality, so they work their violence again. There’s the apparent injustice of the rich getting richer and the poor getting poorer, without any meaningful opportunity for change. Covid scams have taken hard-earned dollars from people. Some people in America have had a very bad year.

What does the Lord say in answer to Habakkuk’s complaint? “Be completely dumbfounded, because I will do something in your lifetime that you will not believe…. Watch, I am raising up the Chaldeans (Babylonians)…. They will sweep across the whole width of the earth, seizing lands and homes that do not belong to them,” (1:5,6). The Lord’s answer was that things would get worse, not better. The invasion of the Babylonian army would bring further injustice, homelessness and violence. Would that make you look forward to a new year?

It’s not surprising, then, that Habakkuk complained again. “Lord, this isn’t what I was looking for. I was hoping you would change the hearts and minds of the wicked, so that everyone would do what is right and our situation would improve. Lord, are you King or not?” 

Beyond the violence of war, Habakkuk was rightly concerned that allowing the Babylonians free reign within the land would further contribute to the decline of morals and true worship. “You treat people like fish in the sea…. The wicked…gathers them with his dragnet and is very happy about it. Therefore he offers sacrifices to his nets,” (1:14-16). As the Babylonians gained success, they were only more convinced that their gods of Bel, and Marduk, were right. So, they became even more entrenched in their worship of these idols. Habakkuk complained that the wicked were flourishing. 

That just made them more set in their sinful ways, and influential over the religions of their conquered lands. Indeed, many Israelites would attribute the success of Babylon to the greatness of their gods and further abandon worship of the Lord, for the emptiness of idolatry.

We see the same influence of the wicked. A few immoral stock traders make it big in their pursuit of the Almighty Dollar, and soon everyone wants that success. Do they care if they gain by illegal insider information? Do they wring their hands over a few shuttered stores, and the impact of its closing on a community, if their profit margin is up? White collar violence and injustice increases. And they seem to get away with it.

But we also know about the lax workers who do no more than necessary, who call in sick when nothing’s wrong, leaving others to pick up the slack. Or those who pilfer a few items from the shelves, justifying it as what they deserve because their boss is “mean to them”, accounting for more than 30% of all stealing. Worshiping the dollar has become the way to go. The wicked seem to flourish.

What answer has the Lord for this complaint? In the second full chapter of the book, The Lord urges Habakkuk to forget about the Babylonians. “Don’t think about them, Habakkuk, but of what you have done. I sent my prophets. They warned, ‘Woe to those who make unjust laws…to deprive the poor of their rights and withhold justice,’ (Isaiah 10:1,2), but you would not listen. My prophets warned, ‘Your hands are full of blood! Remove your evil deeds from my sight,’ (Isaiah 1:15,16), but you would not listen. My prophets spoke out against worship of Baal and Ashtoreth, Chemosh and Moloch, but this people said, ‘Stop prophesying what is right! Tell us pleasant things. Prophesy illusions. Stop getting in our face about the Holy One of Israel,’ (Isaiah 30:10-11)!” The Lord commanded them to turn away from idolatry, violence and injustice. But they would not. Now it was time for judgment. Time to take people in his hands and get their attention by shaking up their lives.

The Lord’s voice still calls, “Don’t think of others, but what have you done?” Why is there violence and injustice? It is still because people won’t listen to the Lord. Even if you are not out in the streets in violent protests, or robbing banks, or praying to the god of commercialism, is your heart pure? Is your life one of perfection? Troubles in our lives and around our lives are the result of sin.

Has this been the year that the Lord took us into his big hands to shake us up a bit? Will the shaking up continue into the new year as well? There’s no two ways about it, we deserve the worst that he can dish out. We ought not to have a positive outlook on this coming year.

Yet, the third time Habakkuk speaks he no longer complains about his life. He humbly admits, “You are right, Lord. Lord, we have followed idols. Lord, we have been unjust to spouse and children, neighbor and friend and have not treated them as we should.” Habakkuk knew full well that he and his fellow citizens—not God!—were responsible for the mess their lives experienced.

Given this understanding by God’s answers, Habakkuk humbly admitted, “You are right, Lord, we deserve our punishment.” Throughout the final chapter of his book, Habakkuk looks ahead to God’s punishment, both upon Israel, and later, on Babylon as well. He doesn’t look forward to it. But he understands why it will come.

Do we share Habakkuk’s understanding? Do we know what we deserve?

Maybe, as in Habakkuk’s day, the warnings of our God have been ignored. God’s Word, whether through prophet or pastor, has been preached to us. I don’t know that another nation is poised to shake us up as God’s punishment, the way Babylon was at the borders of Israel. I don’t know that each case of depressed earning is God’s way of warning. But I do know that we have been warned.

As Habakkuk continued in his conversation with the Lord, no longer did he complain about how bad things were, he recognized how much worse it should have been. Then he came to this conclusion. "The fig tree may have no buds. The vines may have no grapes. … The fields may yield no food. .…there may be no cattle in the barns, but I will delight in the Lord and rejoice in God who saves me.” That’s what makes any year a good year.

Habakkuk had learned this also from the prophets, “Do not be afraid, because I have redeemed you. I have called you by name. You are mine,” (Isaiah 43:1). As Habakkuk looked forward to the coming Redeemer, we have just celebrated the birth of the Redeemer. By his death, Christ has accepted and removed all punishment for all sin. God has created in you a “clean heart” and a “renewed spirit”. You are wearing the robes washed clean “in the blood of the Lamb,” (Revelation 7:14).

To give us further, very personal assurance, Jesus established the sacrament of Holy Communion. A graphic reminder of his sacrifice, Jesus offers his body and blood through the bread and wine, to be literally taken from God, to ourselves, to bring forgiveness right inside of us! Yes, for all our idolatry and injustice, we are forgiven. For all our whining and hurtful words, we are forgiven. So, no matter what the year was like—and whatever our contributions to its badness—he forgives us.

While this world exists, in no year will we ever deserve anything good. But God gives it anyway. As Habakkuk declares: “The Lord God is my strength. He will give me feet like a deer and make me leap along the high hills.” Metaphorically, God keeps us stable, like a healthy deer traveling uneven paths. Perhaps he will allow us to scale the heights of success and wealth. 

Maybe this will be the year the Lord takes away some of that health and wealth. Paul so eloquently reminds us: “We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, for those who are called according to his purpose,” (Romans 8:28).

Whether the upcoming year is one of retrenching, stability, or new heights, may we not join Habakkuk in complaining about how things are, or how much worse they might become. Rather, let us join him when he says, “I will delight in the Lord and rejoice in God who saves me.” That’s what to expect of this coming year. AMEN

The Magnificat 
Sing: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 
   my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
   for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed. 
The Almighty has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him in ev’ry generation. He has shown the strength of his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones 
   and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, 
   for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
   the promise made to our fathers, to Abraham, 
   and to his children forever. Amen.
The Kyrie 
M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Christ:
C: Christ, have mercy.
M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord:
C: Lord, hear our prayer.
M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord.
C: Lord, hear our prayer.
M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we you thanks, O Lord:
C: Thanks be to God.
M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord.
C: Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Liturgy of Holy Communion
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. By his saints and witnesses of the past he encourages us to run with perseverance the race marked out for us and to live in righteousness and peace. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.
Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us and grant us your peace. Amen.
Distribution
Blessing of Communicants
M: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus, given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, strengthen and preserve you unto life everlasting. Be at peace, your sins are forgiven.
The Nunc Dimittis 
C: In peace, Lord, you let your servant now depart according to your word. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared for ev’ry people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel.
Blessing (sung)
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: ♫ Amen.
Closing Hymn – CW 71 v. 1,2
The old year now has passed away;
We thank you, O our God, today
That you have kept us through the year
When danger and distress were near.
We pray you, O eternal Son,
Who with the Father reigns as one,
To guard and rule your Christendom
Through all the ages yet to come.
Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 

with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.
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