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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.




Sunday, January 3, 2021
Opening HYMN – 66 v. 1,4  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
Sing:  O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight.
Sing:  O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in; Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
Oh, come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!
Service of the Word 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:  And also with you.

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen.

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

C:  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues forever.

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him.

M:  Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all that we do; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:  Amen.

FIRST Lesson     

   

   Micah 5:2-5 (EHV)
The eternal Shepherd, born in lowly circumstances in a small Judean town, provides protection and peace for his flock.
But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel. His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity. 3 Therefore the Lord will give them up, until the time when the woman who is in labor bears a child. Then the remaining survivors from his brothers will return to the people of Israel. 4 He will stand and shepherd with the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. They will dwell securely, for at that time he will be great to the ends of the earth. 5 This one will be their peace.
sECOND Lesson  


          Hebrews 2:10-18 (EHV)
Jesus shared our humanity so that he might pay for the sins of the human race. As our Brother, he understands and helps us.
Certainly it was fitting for God (the one for whom and through whom everything exists), in leading many sons to glory, to bring the author of their salvation to his goal through sufferings. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified all have one Father. For that reason, he is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12 He says:
I will declare your name to my brothers.
Within the congregation I will sing your praise.
13 And again: I will trust in him. And again: Here I am and the children God has given me. 14 Therefore, since the children share flesh and blood, he also shared the same flesh and blood, so that through death he could destroy the one who had the power of death (that is, the Devil) 15 and free those who were held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death. 16 For surely he was not concerned with helping angels but with helping Abraham’s offspring. 17 For this reason, he had to become like his brothers in every way, in order that he would be a merciful and faithful high priest in the things pertaining to God, so that he could pay for the sins of the people. 18 Indeed, because he suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
Verse of the Day 
                     Psalm 98:3 (NIV 84)

M:  Alleluia! All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Alleluia!
C:   Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia!
Gospel Lesson  


                      John 7:40-43 (EHV)
An encounter with Jesus demands a response. Some respond in faith, others with skepticism.
After hearing his words, some of the people said, “This is truly the Prophet.” 41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Surely the Christ does not come from Galilee, does he? 42 Doesn’t the Scripture say that the Christ comes from David’s descendants and from the little town of Bethlehem where David lived?” 43 So the people were divided because of him.
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn –29 v. 1,2 
       “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending”
Sing:  Lo, he comes with clouds descending, Once for ev’ry sinner slain.
Thousand, thousand saints attending Swell the triumph of his train.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ reveals his endless reign.
Sing:  Ev’ry eye shall now behold him Robed in glorious majesty;
Those who ridiculed and sold him, Pierced and nailed him to the tree,
Deeply wailing, Deeply wailing, Shall the true Messiah see.
SERMON:   John 7:40-43 
Are You Operating on Just a “Little Knowledge”?
Fellow students of Scripture: You’ve heard the phrase: “A little knowledge as a dangerous thing”, haven’t you? I’ve read about dynamite in books and encyclopedias. Let’s say you have large tree stump in your back yard that you want out. I know that dynamite could take care of that. Would you allow me to blow it out for you? I hope not! I know a little, but I certainly don’t know enough to be safe using it.

It’s not always dangerous, but a “little knowledge” can be misleading. Watertown, Wisconsin, where I went to college, has a confusing array of one-way streets. My freshman year I was pulled over by a cop once for going the wrong way. Fortunately, I was on a bike, so I wasn’t very dangerous, but I ended up in the wrong place because of incomplete knowledge. Do you suppose anybody’s been mystified by downtown Wausau?

A “little knowledge” can lead to embarrassment. I do know a fair amount about woodworking, but not everything. When giving advice about a project at Home Depot, I was tripped up a few times by people who asked, “Wouldn’t it be better if I used this tool instead?” And I go, “Huh. I didn’t even know there was a tool for that.” All of this goes to show that a little knowledge, is not as good as a lot of knowledge.

In our text, we meet a few people who had a little knowledge both about the Scriptures, and about Jesus Christ. Their lack of knowledge might be embarrassing because we know more than they did. Their lack of knowledge was misleading, because they could have had more of what Christ offered. But worse, for some, a little knowledge, spiritually, was a dangerous thing, for it meant they rejected the one and only Savior there is. What did they know? And what did they need to know? And are we ever operating on just a “little knowledge”?

Jesus was in Jerusalem doing some preaching early in his ministry. The crowds were intrigued, as is often said in the gospels, “because he taught with authority” (e.g. Matthew 7:29) and not as their teachers of the law. Some were ready to go on record that Jesus was The Prophet, the 

Christ. But the crowd was divided. Others had questions, thinking Jesus failed to meet certain criteria. But a “little knowledge” was tripping them up.

“Doesn’t the Scripture say that the Christ comes from David’s descendants and from the little town of Bethlehem?” They were absolutely right! So recently we reviewed Micah 5:2: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, from you will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel.” We will hear it again next week when the Magi ask, “Where is the King of the Jews?” and the Jerusalem scholars of scriptures will quote that verse and say to go look in Bethlehem.

As for being of the family of David, the Scriptures are very clear. Two Sundays ago, we read that Samuel told David that the Lord would build a house for David which would include the Savior from his family. This, the crowd knew.

But their knowledge was incomplete. Though the scriptures declare the birth city of the Savior, never does it say that’s where the Savior would work. In fact, he needed to get out of Bethlehem because of Herod’s murderous intentions. God warned Joseph to take Jesus to Egypt (matching yet another prophecy), and eventually Joseph returned with Jesus to Nazareth, Joseph’s hometown.

I was born in Phoenix, Arizona, but lived there for only two years. My entire ministry has been in Wisconsin, most of it in the Wausau area. If there were a special prize just for WELS pastors who were born in Phoenix, I’d hate to miss out just because nobody asked.

Think of what part of this crowd was missing out on because they never asked…. Dismiss their Savior, because of incomplete information, a little knowledge? All they had to do was ask Jesus, “Where were you born?” 

Yes, Bethlehem! He could have told them. Mary could have told them. Herod could have told them, if he were still alive. I wonder if Herod ever warned his children who came to the throne in Israel to watch out for boys born in Bethlehem. They might have connected the dots more quickly than this crowd did. Of course, Herod also thought he had dealt with that inconvenient complication to his life—a little knowledge failed him, too.

The crowd also questioned Jesus’ connection with Galilee. “Surely the Christ does not come from Galilee, does he?” 

In a couple weeks, we’ll reacquaint ourselves with Nathanael, a righteous man looking for the Savior. But when informed that Jesus of Nazareth fit the prophecies of Moses and others, he retorted, “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there,” (John 1:46)? Here the problem is not lack of knowledge about Jesus, but a lack of knowledge about the Scriptures. Good things coming from towns in Galilee? Not only was it possible, it was prophesied!

Many Jews shared the general prejudice against the hicks from up north, the region around the Sea of Galilee. Even the northerners thought of themselves that way. Nathanael was from Cana in Galilee, yet he didn’t think much of Nazareth, a town less than 10 miles away. Nobody expected much from up there. It was despised country.

But this is the land about which Isaiah said, “In the past (God) humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea,” (9:1 NIV 78). Concerning these people, Isaiah wrote that they will be the first to see the light of the gospel, as Jesus began in that region. “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light,” (9:2 NIV 78). The people up north knew.

Would the crowds of Jerusalem have turned up their noses at Jesus, if they had only asked the Scriptures where the Messiah would do his first work? 

Yes, Galilee! That’s the ministry center of Jesus Christ.

The people were divided. Some thought it possible Jesus was the One coming, others thought not. Is he the Christ? Is he The Prophet? Yes, to both!

Jesus asked his disciples what the people said about his identity. “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” But Peter responds for the twelve, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” (Matthew 16:14,16). They got it.

The others? A little knowledge left them lacking. There was confusion about the Christ, and about the Prophet, so the people were wondering. 

How could they? In the EHV translation there are over 590 specific references to the equivalent terms: Messiah, Christ, the Chosen One and The Prophet. These are all one and the same person. You would think that would be enough information.

The confusion? It centered around what the Messiah/ Christ/Chosen One/Prophet, would do. Since they had only a little knowledge, it led them to miss how Jesus was all those things.

The concept of a Chosen One implies a task. What was he chosen for? The people’s misunderstanding revolved around what the task was. Their perspective was that the Christ was to restore glory and power to Israel. The Scriptures’ perspective was that the Christ was chosen to suffer and to die. Since those seem at odds, when you pick one perspective, you lose the other. A little knowledge led them to miss God foretelling, “I submitted my back to those who beat me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard. I did not hide my face from disgrace and from spit,” (Isaiah 50:6). Those do not sound like glory and power, so the crowds Jesus’ true work of dying for each of our sins. Thinking ahead, you might say, Isaiah asked, “Who has believed our report,” (53:1)?

The Prophet’s task was also different than expected. Because of the many prophecies contained in Isaiah’s book, or Ezekiel’s, or Daniel’s, people believed that prophets were “predictors”. Not so much!

Far more words of Moses were devoted to sharing the Commandments, for example, and explaining them, than were the foretelling of future events. Moses compiled the history of the Israelite nation from Egypt to the borders of the promised land. About 1% of the five books of Moses predict future events; most of his words were simply descriptive, much more than prophetic. A prophet preaches! That’s what the crowd missed out on.

They were intrigued by Jesus’ preaching. Their whole discussion started because they heard what Jesus said. But because they had a little knowledge of what a prophet did—thinking “future revealing”—they missed out on the main thing, proclaiming the truth of God. Jesus was the Christ, chosen by God complete the task of saving people by his sacrifice; and a prophet telling the people about it. 

Yes, the Christ and the Prophet! If only they had asked. 

We heard a few weeks back, that they were quick to ask John the Baptist who he was. Did they ever pursue that line of questioning with Jesus? Not very much. They asked about his authority to do what he was doing, but not what was he doing or why. Asking Jesus at the end, at his trial, when they had already made up their minds, doesn’t count as asking.

Now, Jesus gave them chances to find out. Once, in discussions with Pharisees, Jesus pointed out, “You search the Scriptures because you think you have eternal life in them. They testify about me,” (John 5:39)! “The Scriptures say who I am; what I am going to do; where I’m going to do it; why I’m going to do it; and how I am going to do it. It’s all there! The Scriptures testify about me.”

Jesus wasn’t being facetious or dismissive. They did study the Scriptures. They just didn’t find what was there. They gained a little knowledge, but not enough. Like me and dynamite, they knew enough to blow themselves up by rejection and unbelief. But to be saved, not enough. A little knowledge was a dangerous thing.

It’s late in this sermon already, but we need to ask the question: “Are you operating on just a little knowledge?” 

I think I can thankfully say, “No, you’re not.” You come again and again to hear the word of God proclaimed to you. From Pastors Koenig through Edwards, you have heard the truth about Jesus: that he is the Christ; the Savior who died for you; the Savior who rose for you; the Savior who will come for you again. Through the years, you have been listening to the Scriptures, in simple, direct Bible readings without comment—three a week most often. You’re going on more than just a “little knowledge”. May the Spirit continue operating in your heart through his word, so that you never have to ask. You know! Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, your Redeemer. AMEN.

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into our world to save us from sin and death:
C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold.
M: Beloved Son of the Father, whose birth was announced by angels and the appearance of a special star; later you came preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging:
C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation to those doomed to death.
M: Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope:
C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel.
M: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the sick and disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort those who mourn:
C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Brief silence for prayer and personal meditation
M: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph.
C: Amen.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN – 523 v. 1,2,4
        “God of Grace and God of Glory”
♫   God of grace and God of glory, On your people pour your pow’r;
Crown your ancient Church’s story; Bring its bud to glorious flow’r.
Grant us wisdom; grant us courage For the facing of this hour,
For the facing of this hour.
Meditate: Lo, the hosts of evil round us Scorn the Christ, assail his ways.
From our fears that long have bound us, Free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom; grant us courageFor the living of these days,
For the living of these days.
♫   Save us from weak resignation To the evils we deplore;
Let the gift of your salvation Be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom; grant us courageServing you whom we adore,
Serving you whom we adore.
CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:  Amen
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 
Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.


The Lord bless you and keep you. 


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 


The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN - 564 (sing all)     “There Is a Balm in Gilead”
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NOTES and NEWS

Gifts & Memorials 

We thank DuWayne & Shirley Marquardt for their gift to Our Savior’s School given in memory of their nephew’s son, David Neismann. 

We thank Ron & Myrt Woelfle for their gift to the Vision fund given in memory of John Durkee.

We thank the family of Shirley Beilke for their gift to Our Savior’s School given in her memory.

Blessed be their memories. Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.

January Newsletter will be mailed this week.
Forward in Christ: A new issue is available today!
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564 There Is a Balm in Gilead
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Text: African-American spiritual, abr.
Tune: BALM IN GILEAD (Irregular) African-American spiritual.




	Today (1/3)


	8:00 AM

10:30 AM
	Worship 

No Bible Class

Worship 

	Monday
	5:30 PM
	Board of Education

	Tuesday
	6:00 PM
	Bible Information Class

	Wednesday
	4:00 PM
	Catechism

	Thursday
	6:30 PM
	Worship with Communion

	Sunday 1/10

- Food Pantry
	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM
	Worship with Communion

Bible Class resumes

Worship with Communion



Attendance: 

Sunday (12/27) – 22 & 35, online – 34     Total = 91 (125 average)


This Week’s Opportunities for Growing in Christ








Our Stewardship of God’s Gifts: December 27, 2020


Weekly         	Vision      		Debt Red     Plate	Advent	Missions


$2,958.00    $275.00	 $690.00        $120.00	 $80.00	$500.00





Chr Eve	Chr Day	 NY Eve	Initial Env	Chr Gifts/Bags   OSS


$860.00	$1,005.00	 $30.00	$1.00	$90.00		    $35.00





Windows	Chr Gifts/Bags 	Memorial	 WELS Schlrshp   School Fees


$50.00	$90.00		     $250.00    $30.00			    $1,342.50.00





Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.
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