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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.




Epiphany 2 - Sunday, January 17, 2021
Opening HYMN – 453 v. 1,2,5  
Sing:  Come, follow me, the Savior spoke, 
“All in my way abiding.
Deny yourselves; the world forsake; 
Obey my call and guiding.
Oh, bear the cross, whate’er betide; 
Take my example for your guide.”
Meditate: “I am the light, I light the way. A godly life displaying.
I bid you walk as in the day; I keep your feet from straying.
I am the way, and well I show 
How you should journey here below.”
Sing:  Then let us follow Christ our Lord 
And take the cross appointed
And, firmly clinging to his Word, 
In suff’ring be undaunted.
For those who bear the battle’s strain 
The crown of heav’nly life obtain.
Text: Johann Scheffler, 1624–77, abr., st. 1-3, 5

Service of the Word 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:  And also with you.

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen.

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

C:  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues forever.

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him.

M:  Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and sacraments may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshipped and believed to the ends of the earth; Hear us for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:  Amen.

FIRST Lesson     

   
          1 Samuel 3:1-10 (EHV)
God reveals himself at an important turning point in Israel’s history and calls Samuel to the office of prophet.
The boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord in the presence of Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days. Prophetic vision was not common. 2 Now it happened that Eli’s eyes had begun to grow dim, so that he could not see. Once when Eli was lying down in his place 3 and God’s lamp had not yet gone out, Samuel was lying down in the Lord’s temple, where God’s ark was. 4 The Lord called Samuel, and Samuel said, “I am here.” 5 He ran to Eli and said, “I am here, since you called me.” Eli said, “I did not call. Lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6 Then the Lord called once more, “Samuel!” So Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “I am here, since you called me.” He answered, “I did not call, my son. Lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel had not yet experienced the Lord’s presence, that is, the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8 The Lord called Samuel for the third time. So he got up and went to Eli and said, “I am here, since you called me.” Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the young man. 9 So Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and once again lay down in his place. 10 The Lord came and stood there and called as he had the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”
sECOND Lesson  


  1 Corinthians 6:12-20 (EHV)
Paul warns Christians against perverting Christian liberty into a license for sin. We use our bodies, and our every decision to show that we belong to Christ and to show that the Holy Spirit lives in us.
“All things are permitted for me”—but not all things are beneficial. “All things are permitted for me”—but I will not allow anything to control me. 13 “Foods are for the belly, and the belly is for foods, but God will do away with both of them.” However, the body is not for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body. 14 God raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then remove the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Certainly not! 16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute is one body with her? For it says, “The two will become one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with him. 18 Flee from sexual immorality! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought at a price. Therefore glorify God with your body.
Verse of the Day 
                     Isaiah 49:3 (NIV 84)

M:  Alleluia! He said to me, “You are my servant in whom I will display my splendor.” Alleluia!
C:   Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia!
Gospel Lesson  


                      John 1:43-51 (EHV)
As Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael to follow him, he shows his divine knowledge of all things and promises his disciples that they will see even greater things. They respond by following his call and by sharing the good news with others.
The next day, Jesus wanted to leave for Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” “Come and see!” Philip told him. 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about him, “Truly, here is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 48 Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered, “Before Philip called you, while you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus replied, “You believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that!” 51 Then he added, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: You will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn -562 
      

       “I Love to Tell the Story”
Sing:   I love to tell the story  Of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and his glory,  Of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story Because I know it’s true;
It satisfies my longings  As nothing else can do.
I love to tell the story; ‘Twill be my theme in glory
To tell the old, old story  Of Jesus and his love.
Sing:   I love to tell the story,  For those who know it best
Seem hungering and thirsting  To hear it like the rest.
And when in scenes of glory  I sing the new, new song,
‘Twill be the old, old story  That I have loved so long.
I love to tell the story; ‘Twill be my theme in glory
To tell the old, old story  Of Jesus and his love.
Text: Arabella C. Hankey, 1834–1911, abr.

SERMON:   John 2:1-11 (EHV)
Three days later, there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does that have to do with you and me? My time has not come yet.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Six stone water jars, which the Jews used for ceremonial cleansing, were standing there, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus told them, “Fill the jars with water.” So they filled them to the brim. 8 Then he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” And they did. 9 When the master of the banquet tasted the water that had now become wine, he did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew). The master of the banquet called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when the guests have had plenty to drink, then the cheaper wine. You saved the good wine until now!” 11 This, the beginning of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. He revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.
This Is the Beginning of “Greater Things”
In the name of our powerful friend, Jesus Christ: By now you have noticed that it’s time for mid-season replacement shows on TV. You know it is, by the rash of previews during commercial breaks in the regular shows we watch. We’re shown snatches of action, glimpses of sex and bits of funny jokes, all with the implication, “It’s even better on this whole new show coming soon!” These glimpses of programs encourage us to tune in to the real thing.

The first events of Jesus’ public ministry gave us a glimpse of who he is. The voice of God from heaven and the message of John the Baptist promised even bigger and better things. The Baptist even steered some of his own disciples away from himself to Jesus. One of them, Philip, went to find his friend Nathanael to bring him to Jesus. Before Nathanael really got a chance to speak, Jesus described Nathanael, even told him what he was doing before Philip got to him.

Nathanael was impressed! He had not yet met Jesus, and he “knew” that Jesus could not have seen him while Philip was searching for him—he was too far away! How little he understood of the real Jesus. Nathanael expressed his amazement at what Jesus knew of him. Jesus responded, “You believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that!” “Stay tuned” for the big show!

What’s in the first full episode? We see what the evangelist John tells us is the first miracle of Jesus’ ministry.

A wedding was being held in Cana of Galilee. Jesus and his disciples had been invited. Those in charge of the banquet had run out of wine. The stage was set for Jesus to step in and save the day.

But really, why was Jesus there? Numerous explanations have been advanced.

One thought expressed is that Jesus was there to take a stand on alcohol. There are church denominations which absolutely forbid the use of alcohol. Others remind us that the Bible says, “Wine is a gift of God to gladden the heart of man,” (Psalm 104:15 NIV 78). But on the other hand again, the Bible harshly censures those who would abuse alcohol, saying that drunkards will not inherit the kingdom of God (I Corinthians 6:10). So, you have two camps drawn up on either side of the wedding to see what Jesus is going to do. But precisely because the Scriptures already speak clearly about the use and abuse of alcohol, Jesus did not appear at the feast to lend support to one side or the other.

What other ideas? Some maintain that the crowd at this wedding feast gave Jesus the opportunity to make a grand entrance.

That doesn’t ring true. Jesus didn’t announce his intentions to one and all. He quietly told a few servants to fill jars with water, hardly an attention-seeking tactic. Jesus did not proudly lead the procession to the master of the banquet. He went about this miracle in a humble, unassuming way, even to avoid drawing attention to himself.

Then, what led Jesus here? Jesus is here as a friend. Jesus was invited to a wedding—a big deal then as it is now. Showing respect to bride and groom, Jesus came to celebrate a milestone in their lives. Even the circumstances of the miracle indicate that Jesus was just a friend, helping out a friend.

Oh, but what a powerful friend! There were six water jars nearby, each holding twenty to thirty gallons. From the water the servants put in, Jesus created 120 to 180 gallons of wine! Does that seem excessive? A wedding feast in those days was not a single meal, rather, a week-long festival for relatives, friends, and acquaintances. A point we can draw from the quantity of wine is that Jesus’ power is able to supply the total need of his friends.

Also evidence of Jesus’ power was the quality of the wine. It was of such high standard that the amazed master of the banquet spoke to the groom, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when the guests have had plenty to drink, then the cheaper wine. You saved the good wine until now!” He held a position similar to a modern caterer. He had to know his wines. He did not know how it got there. He only knew that it was extremely good. Jesus always does a good job!

Jesus was a friend, and a friend ready to lend a hand. Just as any dear friends of ours, Jesus knows what’s going on in our lives. He’s there for the weddings, the funerals, the birthday parties, the school exams—and every other day! Being a friend, he’s willing to pitch in to do what we need, often better than we think possible. He’s a friend in need; a friend indeed!

But you will see greater things than that! This is just the start of big things. Through later miracles Jesus continued to show himself to be a friend—and so much more!

On one occasion, Jesus had compassion on a great crowd that had come to see and hear him. It was late and they had no supper to sustain themselves. Beginning with five loaves of bread and two small fish, after giving thanks to God for that meager starting point, Jesus supplied a meal for over five thousand people. This was not stretching a meal by adding another cup of pasta to the mac and cheese recipe. This is a miracle of creating new food that didn’t exist only moments earlier.

Jesus performed other outright miracles of curing the sick. No big deal, right? So do doctors. Jesus also healed the lame, gave sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf. These are larger stumbling blocks even for today’s doctors, but Jesus handled them with ease.

And Jesus accomplished things that no doctor could ever claim. Jesus cast out demons. Jesus even had power to whip what most would think impossible to beat—death.

The Bible describes multiple raisings. The greatest was the raising of Lazarus—already in the grave for four days. Yet when he called, “Lazarus, come out!” the dead man came out of the tomb, very much alive and in good health (John 11:43,44).

For what purpose did Jesus do these things? To be a friend to Lazarus and others? To impress crowds? For what purpose did Jesus work any of his miracles?

The final verse of our text unveils a clue. “He revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.” Each miracle was a glimpse to show that what God had said was true—this is his Son! Epiphany’s foundation is furthered; Jesus is revealed for who he really is. Done for more than helping a friend, or a crowd, each miracle is a glimpse of his power and further reveal Christ to be the Son of God, and the Savior.

Which, in the intervening centuries, has not changed. He still is the Son of God, our Savior. As the Son of God, he can do anything. He can do what we need, often better than we think possible. In the Bible, the little glimpses are to convince us that Jesus is much more than we might first suppose. They let his glory shine through.

And all these littler miracles lead us to the greatest miracle Jesus does. What would that be? Healing? Feeding thousands? Walking on water? Raising the dead? That’s only the beginning of greater things! Is the greatest miracle in these words of our text, “His disciples believed in him”?

This is a raising from the dead! The Bible describes the natural state of humankind, “You were dead in your trespasses and sins,” (Ephesians 2:1). By our sins we were cut off from God. This spiritual death prefigures eternal death in hell. On earth, even unbelievers enjoy the blessings of God’s gifts of air, sunshine, water, and other things. But in hell, there will be complete separation from God, leaving only pain. This is the situation for all mankind.

It is also a predicament from which we cannot escape by ourselves. Again, the Word reflects what we are: “the mind-set of the sinful flesh is hostile to God, since it does not submit to God’s law, and in fact, it cannot,” (Romans 8:7). By nature, we have no interest in God’s ways. Nor can we whip up that interest in God because our natural self is opposed to him so thoroughly. We are cut off from God, don’t care that we are cut off, and couldn’t do anything about it if we did care!

But Christ did something about it.

Imagine sitting in a pitch-black room at night. Then someone opens a door to a lighted hallway. First a sliver, then a burst of light bathes the room in brightness.

Our spiritual situation is that pitch-black darkness. Christ’s miracles bring first the crack, then the flood of glory and power washing over us, giving us faith and hope. What is Jesus’ greatest miracle? Opening the door of heaven to us. The apostle Paul rejoices, “(God) made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in trespasses,” (Ephesians 2:5). He raised the disciples when they were in spiritual death, gave them faith, and restored their relationship with God. Now, that’s a miracle!

And one which Christ performs on a regular basis. When our lives seem bleakest, when our sins weigh us down, Jesus streams in with glory and power and raises us up in faith. When our sins most trouble us, the Bible reminds us that “Christ Jesus…abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,” (I Timothy 1:10). The light of sins forgiven bursts through!

He died to pay for our sins. He suffered the pangs of hell to free us from that consequence. He rose from death to show his power over all that defeats us. This is the ultimate reason for every miracle—to show that he can—and does—bring us the greatest gifts of grace, forgiveness and life. That’s the greater thing to see!

Each miracle, done in compassion for a friend, assures us that we have a friend in need. Each miracle, done in the power of God, assures us that our friend is God’s Son, able to do anything for us. Each miracle points us to the greatest work—bringing us faith and life.

The first miracle, performed in Cana, is but a brief glimpse of the true Christ: a real friend; the Son of God; Defeater of devil, death and hell. As we progress through the church year, each aspect of Christ will be further revealed. This snatch of glory promises so much more. Stay tuned! You will see great things! AMEN

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:  Heavenly Father, on every hand are those who despise your commandments and live according to the desires of their sinful flesh.
C:  But we, too, deserve only punishment, for our sinful natures lead us daily into all manner of sin.
M:  Our sins must burden your heart with sorrow, for we have been blessed by you, and yet turn against you.
C:  But your great love conquers the darkness of this sinful world and the darkness within our hearts with the glorious light of salvation that shines through Christ!
M:  Your Son showed his power and his glory in each miracle, power which reveals his divine essence.
C:  But perhaps the greatest revelation of Christ’s divine nature, is that he shares the love for rebellious souls that you have.
M:  In love he came to pay for our sins, enduring the cross, scorning its shame, all for the good that his death brings to us.
C:  And in divine power, rose again to prove that salvation is truly complete and that life eternal is extended to sinners through faith.
M:  This gospel truth is beyond all others in glory, that Jesus has come to redeem people through his death, his life, and his resurrection.
C:  Every miracle recorded in Scripture shows us that Jesus truly has the power to accomplish God’s salvation plan for us.
M:  O Spirit, teach us to value the lessons of Scripture which show us the grace of the Father and the Son, so that we may know the lessons personally and share them faithfully.
C:  Equip each of us so that we might become effective witnesses of your grace. Bless the word which is preached across our land, and in places far away. Bring faith to more and more people in many lands.
M:  Guard those who trust in you for strength and help.
C:  O Lord, be gracious and kind to all who are in trouble. Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, and give your strength to those who are weary and weak.
M:  Give attention to these for whom we pray….
Special prayers and intercessions may be spoken or silently shared.
M:  Do what is best for these people according to your gracious will, and grant what we ask for also when we pray...
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN – 82 v. 1,2
              “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”
Sing:  Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to you we raise,
Manifested by the star  To the Magi from afar,
Branch of royal David’s stem,  In your birth at Bethlehem.
Anthems be to you addressed,  God in man made manifest.
Sing:  Manifest at Jordan’s stream,  Prophet, Priest, and King supreme,
And at Cana, Wedding Guest,  In your Godhead manifest;
Manifest in pow’r divine,  Changing water into wine.
Anthems be to you addressed,  God in man made manifest.
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, alt.

CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:  Amen
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 
Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.


The Lord bless you and keep you. 


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 


The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN - 561 v. 4   “Lord Speak to Us that We May Speak”

Sing:  Oh, fill us with your fullness, Lord,
Until our very hearts o'erflow
In kindling thought and glowing word
Your love to tell, your praise to show.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

NOTES and NEWS

Please pick up a NEW 2020 Financial Statement!

There was an error in dates when the statements were printed, so if you picked up your statement last Sunday, offerings Dec. 20-31 were not included. New ones have been printed. Apologies for the error.

SERVICE CHANGES coming Jan. 24!
Please see the newsletter for details, but here’s the quick schedule.

Starting next Sunday, Jan. 24: 

· 8:00 worship is mask only, no singing, just readings and sermon

· 9:00 worship – just a time change; worship style is same as in recent months. This service will be live streamed.

· 10:15 Bible Class

· Last Sunday of month is drive thru Communion, 11:30 – noon.
Gifts & Memorials 

Thank you to our Ladies’ Aid for their gift to 316Now (Mission of the Month).

We thank Sid & Bonnie Elford for their gift to the Vision fund given in memory of Arlis Cramer..

We thank Bob & Janice Gresens for their gift to debt reduction given in memory of Arlis Cramer.

Blessed be his memory. Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.

Annual Report Time – update your contact info

· We need updated addresses, phone numbers, emails ASAP please!

· Ministry and committee reports are due on Friday, Jan. 15.

WELS Yearbook 2021 Orders

If you’d like a copy of the WELS Yearbook 2021, please sign up in the narthex today. The book contains a directory of active and retired pastors and teachers, congregation locations and service times, schools, church-related organizations and more. Cost is approx. $20.00. Orders will be place on Tuesday.
Thrivent Choice Update

We are grateful to the following members for directing their Choice Dollars to Our Savior’s: Violet Schmidt, David Reissmann, Ron & Myrt Woelfle, Dennis Grammer, Theresa Hoffmann. Thank you!
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	Today (1/17)

- WELS Connection
	8:00 AM

9:15 AM 

10:30 AM
	Worship 

Bible Class 

Worship 

	Tuesday
	6:00 PM
	Bible Information Class

	Wednesday
	9:00 AM

4:00 PM
	Bible Information Class

Catechism

	Thursday
	6:30 PM
	Worship 

	Saturday
	
	OS Day at Dime & Dollar



	Sunday 1/24
	8:00 AM

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM
	New Worship Schedule 

Worship (masks only)

Worship 

Bible Class 



Attendance: Thursday – 24, Sunday – 25 & 22, online – 40
Total= 111

Serving You Today
Ushers: Thursday – Rolain Scharbarth (next week – Sulko)

Sunday – Tim & Ellen Heil (next week – Kurth & Brost)

Organists: Thurs & Sun 8:00 – Marie Kurth, Sun 10:30 – Lydia Wilde



This Week’s Opportunities for Growing in Christ








Our Stewardship of God’s Gifts: January 10, 2021


Weekly         	Vision      		Debt Red     Plate	Initial Env	Missions


$2,900.00    $300.00	 $290.00        $32.00	 $185.00	$35.00





Windows	Chr Gifts/Bags 	Bldg Maint	 BoxTops   School Fees


$25.00	$100.00		     $25.00    	$43.40	$1,000.00	





Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.








Open Forum & Voters Meeting on Sunday, Jan. 31


All members are encouraged to attend, especially voters. Elections will also be held at this meeting for open Coordinating Council positions. A slate of candidates is being assembled. If you have questions, please speak with Pastor Suckow.
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