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       Epiphany 3 - Sunday, January 24, 2021
Opening Hymn - 437 v. 1
I trust, O Christ, in you alone; No earthly hope avails me.
You will not see me overthrown When Satan’s host assails me.
No human strength, no earthly pow’r Can see me through the evil hour,
For you alone my strength renew. I cry to you!
I trust, O Lord, your promise true.
Text: Konrad Hubert, 1507–77, abr.; tr. Gilbert E. Doan, b. 1930. © 1967 Lutheran Council in the U.S.A. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress.

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
Confession of Sins
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Kyrie 
M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.
C: Christ, have mercy.
M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care:
C: Amen.
Prayer of the Day
M: Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we often stumble and fall. Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
First Lesson 






         Deuteronomy 18:15-20 (EHV)
Moses shares the promise of another Prophet who will be like Moses, yet greater.
The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brother Israelites. Listen to him. 16 That is exactly what you asked from the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly. You said, “Do not let me hear the voice of the Lord my God anymore, and do not let me see this great fire again, or I will die.” 17 Then the Lord said to me, “They have done well by saying what they said. 18 I will raise up a prophet for them from among their brothers, like you, and I will put my words in his mouth, and he will speak to them everything that I command him. 19 Anyone who will not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name, I myself will call him to account. 20 Any prophet who presumes to speak something in my name that I have not commanded him to speak or who speaks something in the name of other gods—that prophet shall die.”
Second Lesson   







   I Corinthians 8:1-13 (EHV)
Our Lord wants us to be careful in our Christian freedom so that we do not offend the weak. The use of meat previously sacrificed to idols, but now used as a meal, is neither commanded nor forbidden by God. Yet some Christians of the time would have been very uncomfortable if served such a meal. In matters today which trouble some Christians, but not others, we remember not to wound weak consciences merely to show that something is permissible for us.
Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2 If anyone supposes that he knows something, he does not yet know the way he ought to know. 3 But if anyone loves God, this person has been known by him. 4 So, concerning the eating of food from idol sacrifices, we know that an idol is not anything real in the world and that there is no God but one. 5 Indeed, even if there are so-called “gods,” whether in the heavens or on earth (as in fact there are many “gods” and many “lords”), 6 nevertheless for us there is one God—the Father, from whom all things exist and we exist for him—and one Lord—Jesus Christ, through whom all things exist and we exist through him.
7 However, that knowledge is not in everyone. Instead some, who are still affected by their former habit with the idol, eat the food as something sacrificed to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will not bring us closer to God. We do not lack anything if we do not eat, nor are we better off if we do. 9 And be careful that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if someone sees you, a person who has knowledge, dining in an idol’s temple, will not the conscience of this man, weak as he is, be emboldened to eat food from an idol sacrifice? 11 You see, the weak person is being destroyed by your knowledge—the brother for whose sake Christ died! 12 And when you sin in this way against your brothers and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food causes my brother to sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I do not cause my brother to sin.
Verse of the Day








      Luke 4:18 (NIV 84)
M: Alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord is on me; he has anointed me to preach good news. Alleluia! 
C: Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia!
Gospel    








           Mark 1:21-28 (EHV)
The lesson shows us the Prophet spoken of by Moses in our Old Testament reading. Jesus teaches with divine authority, and then demonstrates that authority by driving out evil spirits. Jesus reveals himself and his glory which becomes a topic of conversation throughout the region.
Then they went into Capernaum. On the next Sabbath day, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 22 They were amazed at his teaching, because he was teaching them as one who has authority and not as the experts in the law. 23 Just then there was a man with an unclean spirit in their synagogue. It cried out, 24 “What do we have to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 25 Jesus rebuked the spirit, saying, “Be quiet! Come out of him!”
26 The unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions, and after crying out with a loud voice, it came out of him. 27 Everyone was so amazed that they began to discuss this with each other. They said, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He even commands the unclean spirits, and they obey him!” 28 News about him spread quickly through all the region of Galilee.
Sermon Hymn - 395
Seek where you may To find a way That leads to your salvation.
My heart is stilled; On Christ I build—He is the one foundation.
His Word is sure; His works endure. He will o’erthrow My ev’ry foe;
Through him I more than conquer.
Seek whom you may To be your stay; None can redeem his brother.
All helpers failed; This man prevailed, The God-Man, and none other.
The Servant-Lord Our life restored. We’re justified, For he has died,
The guiltless for the guilty.
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635, abr.; tr. Arthur P. Voss, 1899–1955, alt.

Sermon Text     







     Matthew 8:28-34 (EHV)
When he arrived at the other side, in the region of the Gergesenes, two demon-possessed men coming from the tombs met him there. They were very dangerous, so that nobody could pass that way. 29 Suddenly they cried out, “What do we have to do with you, Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?” 30 There was a large herd of pigs feeding some distance away from them. 31 The demons begged him, “If you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.” 32 He told them, “Go!” So the demons came out of the men and went into the pigs. Immediately the whole herd of pigs rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the water. 33 Those who were feeding the pigs fled and went into the town. They reported everything, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 34 Then the entire town came out to meet Jesus. When they saw him, they begged him to leave their region.
Jesus Can Be Bad for Business, but Good for People
Dear friends in Christ: It would be stating the obvious, I think, if I say that most people do not want to lose their jobs. Most business owners want to succeed. There may be some exceptions: a businessman hoping to take a loss for tax purposes; a person stuck in a job she doesn’t like. But most people want business to go well.

There could be one thing that stands between many businesses and their success. I’m not talking about Uncle Sam’s regulations or taxes, nor is it an unhealthy economy. Ironically, in a business-oriented nation that claims to be Christian, Jesus Christ can be bad for business. That’s particularly true if the business is bad. Yet at the same time, Jesus is good for people.

Some individuals in the region of the Gergesenes might argue. By allowing demons to enter a herd of swine, Jesus destroyed their business. The demons had begged, “If you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs. He told them, ‘Go!’ So the demons came out of the men and went into the pigs. Immediately the whole herd of pigs rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the water.” It put swineherds out of work. It ruined the investment that some had in the herd. Is it any wonder that the people pleaded for Jesus to leave? Jesus was bad for their business.

But that’s because their business was bad. Not bad in the sense of “not going well,” but bad in the sense of “wrong.” The people of this region were engaged in a business that was contrary to God’s law.

In Leviticus 11:7 the Lord had decreed that pigs were an “unclean animal”. That meant it was a sin for Israelites to eat a ham sandwich or roast pork. Since Christ has cleansed us, that is not true for today’s Christians, we are not forbidden any food as unclean (second Scripture lesson), but for Israelites pigs were a forbidden animal.

So, why would a person own a whole herd of them? Unlike goats or sheep, it was unlikely that pigs would be used as a lawnmower. An Israelite wouldn’t tie a pig in his front yard to keep the grass trimmed. Mainly, pigs were a food product. And as God had said, that was forbidden.

The people who owned the herd of pigs were doing so in direct disobedience to God. Plus, if selling their pigs for food, they would lead many other Israelites into sin. Their business was morally bad.

God warned that he would punish those who sinned against him. God’s Son, Jesus, had every right to destroy that herd of swine.

But the people didn’t care. They decided to reject Christ rather than their sin. “Then the entire town came out to meet Jesus. When they saw him, they begged him to leave their region.” They wanted their business, bad as it was—damning as it was—rather than Jesus.

How these people could have taken a hint from another business Jesus had ruined. There once was a tax collector named Zacchaeus. He was the one who climbed a tree in Jericho to see Jesus coming down the street. He had become wealthy through cheating. But Jesus wanted to have dinner at his house anyway. Through the course of the meal, and the teaching, Zacchaeus was cut the heart. In response to the forgiveness Jesus proclaimed, Zacchaeus said, “Look, Lord, I am going to give half of my possessions to the poor. And if I have cheated anyone out of anything, I will pay back four times as much.” Because of his new-found faith in Christ, Zacchaeus essentially destroyed his own lucrative tax collection agency. But Zacchaeus went on to something good.

We will learn to do the same? Since Christians are free to eat anything (second lesson today), the pork industry is not condemned by God. Private tax collection agencies don’t really exist. But there are still plenty of morally bad businesses that we can get tangled up in.

There are businesses which in themselves are contrary to the will of God. The whole pornography industry is condemned by God as being against his sixth commandment. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus shared a warning against looking at a woman lustfully. In no way can we become involved, nor should we support it by the purchase of porn, or an X-rated movie.  If all Christians were against that business, it would not enjoy the prosperity it does. Devotion to Jesus could be bad for that business.

The finance industry, in itself, is not evil. But the intense focus on cash, and the heavy promotion that some brokers do, may lead a person to put their trust in money, rather than the God who gives us money and the ability to earn it. Would investment firms decline if more people trusted in God first? Jesus could be bad for that business.

Other businesses can be bad because they profit by shoddy quality at inflated prices. Greed wants to get as much as it can. When Christ takes hold of a life, profits may go down because greed will go down. Some who have invested in that store may not like having a Christian as manager.

All of this is not directed only at shopkeepers or owners. Some employees say, “Good business” is the attitude, “Let’s get the most money for the least work.” Because it’s based on greed, that’s really “bad business.” What may fit God’s will better is the attitude, “I’ll do the most work for whatever I get.”

I can almost hear people thinking, “Hold on a minute! If I work with an attitude like that, I won’t get anything!” “Jesus might be bad for me.” I didn’t promise he wouldn’t be. But it fits well with Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount statement: “If anyone wants to sue you to take away your shirt, give him your coat too. Whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two,” (Matthew 5:40,41). Following Jesus can be bad for business, especially if our business is all about getting the most for ourselves.

God has not forgotten the employees. He speaks just as forcefully to those would cheat their workers. St. James writes, “Listen, the wages that you failed to pay the workers who reaped your fields are crying out! And the cries of the harvesters have entered the ears of the Lord of Armies,” (James 5:4).

But Jesus did not come to help us get ahead in life. No, rather, Jesus often said things like: “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because a man’s life is not measured by how many possessions he has,” (Luke 12:15). Jesus can be bad for business for he doesn’t want us getting caught up in the wealth of the world. He has something better in mind.

As we see in our text, Jesus can be bad for business, but he’s very good for people. Consider the two demon-possessed men who lived in the region of the Gergesenes.

From Mark’s corresponding gospel account, we hear that these demons caused the men to cut themselves with stones. Imagine being at the mercy of an evil spirit equally content to have you mutilate yourself or drown you like the pigs; o,r the unclean spirit of our gospel lesson which sent a person into convulsions. An evil spirit would take God’s creation and do whatever to degrade and harm that creation.

But this is hardly the worst of it. When Jesus appeared before the two men, the demons shouted in fear and begged to be sent away to the pigs so that they might get away from God. While the demons were in the men, there was no trust in God, no respect for the Lord’s laws, only a depraved and sinful mind. While the demons were there, the men had no hope for heaven.

Jesus was good for these men. With the simple word, “Go!” Jesus ended the pattern of violence and self-destruction these men could not escape on their own. But again, that’s the least of it. When Jesus cast out the evil spirits, he brought in the Holy Spirit. Their every sin was forgiven. They were saved for eternal life. Isn’t it a bargain to lose a business, and save two souls?

I have to say, “Yes, it was worth it.” Even more since the long-term results were that more than two souls were saved.

At the time recorded in this text, the townspeople wanted nothing more to do with Jesus. They were not ready for him. They begged Jesus to leave. Again, as Mark relates, one of the two men healed wanted to go with Jesus, travel with the disciples. Perhaps surprisingly, Jesus said, “No.” He said, “Go home to your people, and tell them everything the Lord has done for you and how he had mercy on you. The man left and began to proclaim in the Decapolis everything Jesus had done for him. And everyone was amazed,” (Mark 5:19).

The result of this man’s ministry was that the next time Jesus came to this region, the people were ready. The second time they welcomed him. The second time, they begged him to heal their sick. The second time, they asked him to teach. They praised God for what Jesus did for them. In the same way the people of our gospel lesson, who saw a demon cast out, found the spiritual authority Christ had. Perhaps many Gergesenes remembered Jesus’ first trip, and thanked God for the second chance. Some people lost their business. Wasn’t it a bargain, though, compared to the saving of many souls?

Very few people today, if any, show the classic symptoms of demon possession. But we have the same basic problem, an unconverted heart, until Christ steps in. From the time of conception every unredeemed soul falls under the condemnation: “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23). Committing one sin is a damning as committing millions. They all have the same result: “The wages of sin is death,” (Romans 6:23).

When he comes, Jesus does us good. He told Nicodemus, and through the Spirit tells all of us, “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. The one who believes in him is not condemned,” (John 3:17,18). Through the Spirit, Christ drives out all wickedness and sin. Jesus asked, “What can a person give in exchange for his soul,” (Matthew 16:26)? Wouldn’t it be a bargain to lose our business for the good that Jesus brings?

Because Jesus has been good to us, we wish to be with Jesus wherever he is. We wouldn’t mind being in heaven right now. But as with the man who wished to follow Jesus more closely, Jesus says to us, “You are here. And you have a task to do.”  How many people in this community are “Gergesenes?” Don’t some think that Jesus would be bad for their business—whatever that might be? So, Jesus issues us the same task, “Go home…and tell…how much the Lord has done for you.” The Lord has been good to us. He can do so much for others. Sharing him, now that’s a good business! AMEN

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
M: Dear Lord Jesus, you have come that we may know our salvation. You proclaimed it, but of greater value to us; you lived it. Our salvation is assured because you did all that was necessary to redeem us from sin, death and hell.
C: You, therefore, have authority over everything in our spiritual lives. You preach the pure Word. You cleanse us. You control evil forces so that they cannot harm us.
M: We pray that you exert your authority in our lives. Keep us faithful to the proclaimed Word we have received from your apostles who heard you speak in synagogue and town, on hillside and lakeshore and in private instruction to them.
C: May we always willingly accept the direction that your voice gives through the Holy Bible.
M: Continue to purify us of our sin with your blood washing over us. Take away every spot and blemish so that we are blameless in the sight of our Heavenly Father.
C: Strengthen us against temptations to bring those blemishes back in and make us unclean. Teach us to obey your commands and keep our lives from sin.
M: Step into this world with your power and prevent Satan and his demons the ability to cause havoc and pain. Control his plan to dominate the Christian Church with persecution or confusion. Bring about peace among nations, rather than war which feeds Satan’s desire to destroy your world.
C: Protect us from the influence of evil against our faith and faithful living. Keep us safe from physical harm. Preserve us by your authority over all things.
M: Grant all such blessings to everyone whom we care about, and for whom we pray…

Special intercession and personal prayers
M: Lord Jesus, also hear us as we pray...
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Liturgy of Holy Communion
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever:
C: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory.
Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
C: O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Distribution Hymn - 312 
Sing: 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared This feast for our salvation;
It is your body and your blood, And at your invitation
As weary souls, with sin oppressed, We come to you for needed rest,
For comfort, and for pardon.
Meditate:  Although you did to heav’n ascend, Where angel hosts are dwelling,
And in your presence they behold Your glory, all excelling,
And though your people shall not see Your glory and your majesty
Till dawns the judgment morning,
Sing: 
 Yet, Savior, you are not confined To any habitation,
But you are present ev’rywhere And with your congregation.
Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, Unmoved by any daring hand
Or subtle craft and cunning.
Meditate:  
We eat this bread and drink this cup, Your precious Word believing
That your true body and your blood Our lips are here receiving.
This Word remains forever true, And there is naught you cannot do,
For you, Lord, are almighty.
Sing: 
Though reason cannot understand, Yet faith this truth embraces:
Your body, Lord, is ev’rywhere At once in many places.
I leave to you how this can be; Your Word alone suffices me;
I trust its truth unfailing.
Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603–68; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt.

Closing Prayers and Blessing
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming
again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may
be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn - 200 v. 1,3
A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon;
He helps us free from ev’ry need That has us now o’ertaken.
The old evil foe Now means deadly woe;
Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight;
On earth is not his equal.
Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not overpow’r us.
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none. He’s judged; the deed is done!
One little word can fell him.
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. composite.

NOTES and NEWS

Please pick up your annual report / directory

Reports are set out in the office link alphabetically. Extra copies are available as needed.

Open Forum & Voters Meeting Today (Sunday)

All members are encouraged to attend. Elections will also be held at this meeting for open Coordinating Council positions. 

Gifts & Memorials 

We thank our members for their gifts given in memory of Arlis Cramer

OS School / Vision Fund – Suzanne Durkee, Michael & Lois Fasse, Audrey Jones, Ron & Myrt Woelfle

Missions – Carol Smith

We thank Michael & Lois Fasse for their gift to Our Savior’s School given in memory of Roger Koenig (their nephew), and RuthAnn Jahns.

We thank Audrey Jones for her gift to the Vision fund given in memory of her friend, Ginny Edwards.

We thank our Ladies Aid members for their gift to the Vision fund given on the occasion of Rose Schreiber’s hospitalization.

Blessed be their memories. Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.



Attendance Jan. 21 & 24: Thursday – 20, Sunday – 15 & 30, online – 33    Total= 98


	Today (1/31)


	8:00 AM

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM
11:30 - Noon
	Worship with Communion
        (Masks required)
Worship with Communion

Open Forum / Voters Meet

Drive-thru Communion

	Monday
	5:30 PM
	Board of Education

	Tuesday
	6:00 PM
	Bible Information Class

	Wednesday
	9:00 AM

4:00 PM
	Bible Information Class

Catechism

	Thursday
	6:30 PM
	Worship 

	Sunday 2/7
	8:00 AM

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM
	Worship (Masks required)
Worship 

Bible Class






Our Stewardship of God’s Gifts: January 24, 2021


Weekly         	Vision      		Debt Red     Plate	Initial Env	  NY Eve	Bldg Maint      NY Eve      Bldg Maint	


$4,565.00    $910.00	 $380.00       $40.00	 $70.00	  $40.00	$140.00          $50.00	  $25.00





Kwik Trip    NLHS Operating		BoxTops	   School Fees


$4.06          $255.00			   $5.00		      $2,132.00	








Our Savior’s Ev. Lutheran Church & School


703 Flieth St, Wausau WI 54401


715-845-3253


Email: OSInfo@oursaviorswausau.org


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oursaviorswausau.org" �www.oursaviorswausau.org�


Facebook: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School





Pastor Joel Suckow


Cell: 715-302-4736


Email: jsuckow3@gmail.com








This Week’s Opportunities for Growing in Christ
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