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Ash Wednesday - February 17, 2021
Opening HYMN – 359 v. 1-3   
♫  Jesus, my great High Priest, Offered his blood and died;
My guilty conscience seeks No sacrifice beside.
His pow’rful blood did once atone,
And now it pleads before the throne.
To Christ, my substitute, Will I commit my cause;
He answers and fulfills His Father’s broken laws.
Behold my soul at freedom set—
My Jesus paid the dreadful debt!
♫  My advocate appears For my defense on high;
A gracious Father hears And lays his thunder by.
Not all that hell or sin can say
Shall turn his heart, his love, away.
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy  Spirit.
C: Amen.
M: This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you:
C: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
M: If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness,
C:  We lie and do not live by the truth.
M: If we claim to be without sin,
C: We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
C: Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake, O God, be merciful to me, a sinner, and in the joy of the Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days.
 
    
Silence for private confession.
 
M:  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Thanks be to God. Amen.
Prayer
M:  Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay with us and warm our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. May your Word keep our faith burning brightly that we may walk in the light of your presence through the darkness of this world.
 
 Come and bless us as we worship you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Psalm 2


All: Great are the works of the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! Great are the works of the Lord.
M:  Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?
C:  The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One.
All: Great are the works of the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! Great are the works of the Lord.
M:  The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
C:  the Lord scoffs at them.
M:  Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 
C:  “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”
M:  I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:
C:  He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become  your Father.”
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Great are the works of the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Great are the works of the Lord.
Psalm Prayer
M: Lord God, you anointed your Son to be King for the sake of your Church. Help us, as members of his kingdom, to serve him faithfully and to come to the full knowledge of his grace and glory, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:  Amen.
Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 59:12-20 
12 Yes, our rebellious deeds are many before you, and our sins testify against us. Our rebellious deeds are with us, and as for our guilty deeds, we are aware of them. 13 Those deeds are rebellion and treachery against the Lord. We turn back from following our God. We incite oppression and apostasy. We conceive and mutter deceitful words from our hearts. 14 Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands far away, for truth stumbles in the city square, and honesty cannot enter it. 15 The truth is missing, and anyone who turns from evil makes himself prey. The Lord looked and saw something evil—there was no justice. 16 He saw that there was no one. He was appalled that there was no one who could intervene. So his own arm worked salvation for him, and his own righteousness supported him. 17 He clothed himself with righteousness like armor and wore a helmet of salvation on his head. He dressed in garments for vengeance, and he wrapped himself with zeal like a cloak. 18 He will repay in full what they have earned, namely, wrath to his foes and full payment to his enemies. He will repay even the distant coastlands. 19 From the west they will fear the Lord’s name, and from the rising of the sun they will fear his glory, for he will come like a raging river, driven by the Spirit of the Lord. 20 Then a redeemer will come for Zion and for those in Jacob who turn from rebellion. This is the declaration of the Lord.
Seasonal Response
All:  All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. By his wounds we are healed.
Hymn – 115 v. 1,2,4

♫   He stood before the court On trial instead of us;
He met its pow’r to hurt, Condemned to face the cross—
Our King, accused of treachery;
Our God, abused for blasphemy!
These are the crimes that tell The tale of human guilt;
Our sins, our death, our hell—On these the case is built.
To this world’s pow’rs the Lord stays dumb.
The guilt is ours; no answers come.
♫   Shall we be judged and tried? In Christ our trial is done;
We live, for he has died, Our condemnation gone.
In Christ are we both dead and raised,
Alive and free—his name be praised!
Text: Christopher M. Idle, b. 1938, alt. © 1982 The Jubilate Group (admin. Hope Publishing Company). All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Sermon: Mark 14:55-65 (EHV) 
The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for testimony against Jesus in order to put him to death, but they did not find any. 56 Many testified falsely against him, but their testimonies did not agree. 57 Some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with hands, and in three days I will build another made without hands.’” 59 Yet even on this point, their testimony did not agree. 60 The high priest stepped forward and questioned Jesus, “Have you no answer? What is this they are testifying against you?” 61 But Jesus was silent and did not answer anything. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 “I am,” Jesus said. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 63 The high priest tore his robes and said, “Why do we need any more witnesses? 64 You have heard the blasphemy! What do you think?” They all condemned him as being worthy of death. 65 Then some began to spit on him. They covered his face and struck him with their fists, saying, “Prophesy!” The guards also took him and beat him.
“Hands of Hypocrisy”
 
M: Dear Lord Jesus Christ, it is with humble and contrite hearts that we enter this day the holy season of Lent to meditate upon the bitter sufferings and death that you endured for us. We confess that our sins, which justifiably anger God and call for punishment, are the cause of your suffering and dying. O Savior, it is with mixed feelings that we consider your agony-filled death, for while we sorrow over our sins that caused it, we also rejoice over the salvation it brought us. We have been reconciled to our God by your death.
We praise you, dear Redeemer, for coming here as our Brother to bring God’s love and forgiveness to us poor and wretched sinners. Let not our foolish and unworthy hearts rob us of this sweet love, but pardon our sins and perfect our faith. Fill us with your Spirit that he may purify to you a holy people who are eager to do good works.
Since you died on the cross for all people and desire that everyone should know you have redeemed the whole world, use us in your kingdom to make known to others your saving way of peace and hope, of mercy and love. Hear us for the glory of your Name, and listen as we pray...
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Holy Communion
M: The Lord be with you.
C:  And also with you.
M:  Lift up your hearts.
C:  We lift them up to the Lord.
M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.
Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:  Amen. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the    world; have mercy on us and grant us your peace. Amen.
Distribution Hymn – 313
1  Jesus Christ, our blessed Savior, Turned away God’s wrath forever;
By his bitter grief and woe He saved us from the evil foe.
2  As his pledge of love undying, He, this precious food supplying,
Gives his body with the bread And with the wine the blood he shed.
3  Jesus here himself is sharing; Take heed how you are preparing,
For if you do not believe, Judgment instead you shall receive.
4  Useless would be Jesus’ passion If salvation you could fashion.
Do not come if you suppose You need not him who died and rose.
5  Christ says, “Come, all you that labor, And receive my grace and favor;
Those who feel no pain or ill Need no physician’s help or skill.”
6  Then hold fast with faith unshaken That this food is to be taken
By the souls who are distressed, By hearts that long for peace and rest.
7  Praise the Father, who from heaven Unto us such food has given
And, to mend what we have done, Gave into death his only Son.
8  If your heart this truth professes And your mouth your sin confesses,
Surely you will be his guest And at his banquet ever blest.
Text: John Hus, c. 1369–1415; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; tr. composite.
Blessing of Communicants
M:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus, given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, shall strengthen and preserve you unto life everlasting. Be at peace, your sins are forgiven. 
Evening Prayer – CW 592 v. 1
♫  All praise to you, our God, this night for all the blessings of the light.
Keep us, yes, keep us, King of kings beneath your own almighty wings.
Forgive us, Lord, through your dear Son for sins that we this day have done,
that as we sleep, peace we would hold with all, with you, within our souls. Amen.
Blessing 
M: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, will be with us in truth and love.
C: Amen.
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