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      1st Sunday in Lent - Sunday, February 21, 2021
Opening HYMN – 437
♫  I trust, O Christ, in you alone; No earthly hope avails me.
You will not see me overthrown When Satan’s host assails me.
No human strength, no earthly pow’r Can see me through the evil hour,
For you alone my strength renew. I cry to you!
I trust, O Lord, your promise true.
Text: Konrad Hubert, 1507–77, abr.; tr. Gilbert E. Doan, b. 1930. © 1967 Lutheran Council in the U.S.A. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
Service of the Word 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:  And also with you.

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen.

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

C:  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him. Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues forever.

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him.

M:   Lord our strength, the battle of good and evil rages within and around us, and our ancient foe tempts us with his deceits and empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your Word, and when we fall, raise us up again and restore us through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:  Amen.
FIRST Lesson     

   
         Genesis 22:1-18 (EHV)
God commands Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, his only son. Abraham is willing to surrender the son he loves showing that he fears God. The Lord also teaches the lesson of substitution, which is so great a blessing in Jesus Christ, the Substitute for all mankind.
Some time later God tested Abraham. He called to him, “Abraham!” Abraham answered, “I am here.” 2 God said, “Now take your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah. Offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains there, the one to which I direct you.” 3 Abraham got up early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, along with Isaac his son. Abraham split the wood for the burnt offering. Then he set out to go to the place that God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey. The boy and I will go on over there. We will worship, and then we will come back to you.” 6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and loaded it on Isaac his son. 
He took the firepot and the knife in his hand. The two of them went on together. 7 Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father?” He said, “I am here, my son.” He said, “Here are the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them went on together. 9 They came to the place that God had told him about. Abraham built the altar there. He arranged the wood, tied up Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. 10 Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son.
11 The Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, “Abraham, Abraham!” Abraham said, “I am here.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy. Do not do anything to him. For now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 Abraham looked around and saw that behind him there was a ram caught in the thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 Abraham called the name of that place “The Lord Will Provide.” So it is said to this day, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” 15 The Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “I have sworn by myself, declares the Lord, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will bless you greatly, and I will multiply your descendants greatly, like the stars of the sky and like the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the city gates of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”
sECOND Lesson  


           Romans 8:31-39 (EHV)
This lesson is “from the greater to the lesser.” If God is for us, and since he did not spare his own Son to free us from the condemnation of sin (the greater thing), nothing we experience in life (the lesser things) can separate from God’s power and love.
What then will we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 Indeed, he who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also graciously give us all things along with him? 33 Who will bring an accusation against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies! 34 Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus, who died and, more than that, was raised to life, is the one who is at God’s right hand and who is also interceding for us! 35 What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will trouble or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 Just as it is written:
For your sake we are being put to death all day long.
We are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers, neither things present nor things to come, nor powerful forces, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Verse of the Day 
                
M: It is written: “Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.”  Matthew 4:10b (NIV 84)

Gospel Lesson  


                     Mark 1:12-15 (EHV)
Christ defeats Satan in the wilderness at the beginning of his public ministry; this victory is the prelude to the defeat of Satan’s power on Calvary’s cross. Upon vanquishing Satan here, Jesus begins preaching the good news.
The Spirit immediately sent Jesus out into the wilderness. 13 He was in the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels were serving him. 14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God. 15 “The time is fulfilled,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near! Repent, and believe in the gospel.”
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn -419 v. 1,5,7 (sing all)
      


If God himself be for me, I may a host defy;
For when I pray, before me  My foes confounded fly.
If Christ my head and master, befriend me from above,
What foe or what disaster  Can drive me from his love?
No sin can now condemn me  Or set my hope aside.
Now hell no more can claim me; Its fury I deride.
No sentence now reproves me; No guilt destroys my peace,
For Christ, my Savior, loves me  And shields me with his grace.
My heart for joy is springing   And can no more be sad,
‘Tis full of joy and singing, Sees only sunshine glad.
The sun that cheers my spirit Is Jesus Christ, my King;
The heav’n I shall inherit  Makes me rejoice and sing. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76, abr.; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, st. 1-3, 6-7, alt.; unknown, st. 4-5, alt.
SERMON:  The Kingdom of God Has Come Near!


Mark 1:12-15
Our weekly Lenten readings of the Passion History of our Lord are a combination of Holy Week events from all four gospel writers. Naturally, since they saw many of the same events, some details and words are exactly the same across all their accounts. But each also has some details that the others may not have.

For example, of all the disciples, apparently only John stood below the cross with Jesus’ mother and two or three other women through the entire crucifixion. So, John is the only one who reports that the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side to demonstrate that Jesus was truly dead. John told the others about it (Thomas knew about the pierced side and wanted to put his hand there), but the others didn’t write about it.

That’s a factor throughout the gospels. Different writers chose to share details that the other writers didn’t. Mark here gives us two sentences about Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness, whereas Matthew and Luke give about a dozen verses each. Mark gives us half of a sentence about John the Baptist’s imprisonment (though he’ll fill in more details later), when again Matthew and Luke tell us more. Mark acknowledges that those events happened, but he’s eager to move on in the report of Jesus’ activities to what happened next.

Angels strengthened Jesus after the temptation, so that he was ready to take on the task of preaching the gospel: a gospel which declares Satan’s defeat. And with one gospel preacher silenced when John was imprisoned and beheaded, it became all the more important for Jesus to share: “The time is fulfilled. The kingdom of God has come near! Repent, and believe in the gospel.” That preaching is what happened next.

Because Jesus was proclaiming the gospel, and hadn’t yet suffered, died and rose again, kingdom of God was near, but not here. Yet you probably couldn’t convince Satan and his demons that the kingdom wasn’t here. They were being battered at every turn.

In the wilderness, Satan came at Jesus again and again and again. Yet Jesus turned him away every time with a simple response from God’s Word itself. The promise back in Genesis 3 was coming true. Jesus was crushing Satan’s head with every rebuff of his temptations.

In a later parable Jesus spoke of Satan’s losses as he said, “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. But when someone stronger attacks him and defeats him, he takes away that man’s full armor, in which he had trusted, and divides up his plunder,” (Luke 11:21,22). Satan, the strong one, was clinging desperately to the power he had won over humans with Adam’s sin. Christ, the stronger one, was taking back Satan’s gains by his obedience and his commitment to the Word of God.

Satan lost in the Garden of Gethsemane as well, as Jesus prayed to the Father for success in keeping the Father’s will. Satan threw sleepiness, fear and physical force against Jesus and the disciples. Jesus reminded Peter that he had twelve legions of angels if he wanted them. Jesus spoke to the arresting crowd that they could take only him alone, and the devilish crowd fell back to the ground just upon Christ’s statement. Satan had no control in that situation, for Christ could not have been taken unless he allowed it. Satan’s forces were the weaker ones.

The devil was conquered on Golgotha when Christ was crucified. Satan might have thought himself victor, even kicking off a party in hell when Christ died. “In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, for Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. But short was their triumph; the Savior arose, and death, hell, and Satan he vanquished, his foes.” (CW # 143)

Their defeat was found in each demon-possessed person whose demons were cast away. They had no power to cling to their human prize. Early February’s Meditations devotion reminded us that many demons reacted in fear when Jesus spoke to them. Each time they cried out, asking Jesus, “Have you come to destroy us?” “The evil spirit knows what’s in store for him. All that’s left is for God to carry out the sentence” condemning each demon to the punishment of hell forever. “This is why the Son of God appeared: to destroy the works of the Devil,” (I John 3:8). Satan’s forces were losing. They knew the kingdom of God was near—and they trembled!

Do the devils have such power in our world? Do we have a fear of demon-possession? It’s true that Satan and his minions have a measure of freedom on this earth that could lead to possession, yet Christ has defeated them so soundly that we can live confidently. Respect their power, but don’t fear it. St. James encourages: “Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you,” (James 4:7). Christ has conquered them and offers his power on your behalf. They know the kingdom of God has come.

John the Baptist knew the kingdom of God was near. He proclaimed it without fear. “When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming wrath,” (Matthew 3:7)? John had no difficulty demanding repentance and that they “produce fruit in keeping with repentance.”

The Baptist was even willing to daringly speak the message of repentance to Herod, leading to his arrest. “But after John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the evil things he had done—Herod added this to them all: He locked John in prison,” (Luke 3:19,20). It might seem that John hammered home the message of God’s kingdom against more sensible judgment. Why share a sermon that will get you arrested? But John knew that the kingdom of God was near, and that the kingdom expects repentance and faith.

As the forerunner of the Savior, the Baptist knew that as Christ’s kingdom advanced, John’s work would diminish. “His disciples came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, the one who was with you across the Jordan, about whom you testified—look, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him!” John could not help but feel joy that his ministry was on its way out. “The friend of the bridegroom…is overjoyed when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. So this joy of mine is now complete. He must increase, but I must decrease,” (John 3:26,29,30). John’s ministry, important as it was, was not the answer to spiritual problems. The kingdom of Christ was.

John knew the kingdom of God was near, and happily announced, “Look, the lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,” (John 1:29). His ministry ending; Christ’s kingdom just beginning.

Our thoughts ought to match John the Baptist’s. It’s not our kingdom—it’s Christ’s. Our congregations are not for us to own and to control, but to serve. Our purpose is to be an answer to the petition “Your kingdom come.” The question of how we might extend the kingdom and bring honor to Jesus should be at the forefront of our minds. Jesus’ kingdom matters.

The devil and his demons knew it. John knew it. And now we know it. 
We know it because Jesus said so. Several gospel lessons in recent weeks have concluded with a similar statement as the end of our text today: “Then he went throughout the whole region of Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.” He kept doing so despite opposition. 

Herod was seemingly as interested in stopping Jesus, as he was in stopping John. At least, that’s what some Pharisees reported to Jesus. “In that very hour, some Pharisees came to him and said, ‘Leave, and go away from here, because Herod wants to kill you.’ He said to them, ‘Go tell that fox, ‘Look, I am going to drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal’,” (Luke 13:31,32). Jesus was not about to back down from using his power, nor from proclaiming repentance and faith, for the kingdom of heaven was near.

Recognizing that in his human body Christ could not be everywhere at once, Jesus commissioned his disciples to go forward with the same message. “Go…to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near’,” (Matthew 10:6,7)! They preached, came back, and went out again.

After his Ascension, they continued on proclaiming the kingdom of Christ. And, in the historical records of the times, we have to be impressed with just how far they got. A variety of sources place Thomas in India, Andrew in Greece, Thaddeus in Armenia and Azerbaijan, Matthew in Ethiopia. Less confidently we put Peter in England, and Mark in China. We do know of Paul’s travels across the Mediterranean, and his desire to travel to Spain. Recognizing human limitations, they were never going to reach the ends of the earth by themselves, but they commissioned elders after them to carry on the message of Christ’s kingdom: Titus to Crete and Timothy serving the Greek peninsula and Ephesus, for example.

So, in large part, we know of the kingdom of God because of their work. But we also know of Christ’s kingdom because God the Father got into the act. At Jesus’ baptism, and at his Transfiguration, God the Father spoke in the hearing of many, “This is my Son, whom I love.” Less well known is his verbal response to one of Jesus’ prayers. Speaking of his concluding act of establishing the kingdom through his sacrifice, Jesus said, “Now my soul is troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, this is the reason I came to this hour. ‘Father, glorify your name!’ A voice came from heaven: ‘I have glorified my name, and I will glorify it again’,” (John 12:27,28). The glory of God is the love he showed in sending his son, and the glory of the son is in submitting to the will of the Father, that he should die for the sins of all people. Travels to Jerusalem, to Calvary and to the cross are exactly what brought in the kingdom of God.

It is here, not just “near”. “For our Passover lamb has been sacrificed, namely, Christ,” (I Corinthians 5:7)! Our advantage is knowing the kingdom of God is not “coming”, but really here! St. John exults in the book of Revelation: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down…. They conquered him because of the blood of the Lamb,” (Revelation 12:10,11). Satan and his devils are thrown down. Their kingdom is defeated. The kingdom of heaven is here. 

We know it. We rejoice in it. We proclaim it. AMEN.

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:  Our Savior Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church whom you purchased with your own blood, hear our humble prayer.
C:  We thank you for the sacrifice you made on the cross that we sinners might appear before God in perfect righteousness.
M:  You paid for our sins and washed us clean in your own blood.
C:  We also thank you for sending the Holy Spirit to awaken faith in our hearts so that we might be the children of our heavenly Father.
M:  As you have promised, let not the gates of hell overcome your church.
C:  With your clear defeat of Satan and his forces in the wilderness, in the healings, and at the cross keep us safe.
M:  Having shown the power of your gospel truth, you went forward proclaiming that good news of the victorious kingdom of God.
C:  Let none of us be drawn away and be lost through sin and unbelief.
M:  Foil all the schemes of Satan by which he attempts to confuse and corrupt the minds and hearts of God’s children.
C:  Help us all to grow together in faith and love through the Word, in zeal to witness our faith and in all good works.
M: Teach us to be peacemakers who seek to settle their earthly differences in a quiet and God-fearing manner.
C:  May all men know that we are Christians by the love, by the patience, and by the compassion that we display.
M:  Govern the affairs of this world for the protection and benefit of your church, and bring blessings to these people for whom we pray…
Special petitions and personal prayers may be inserted here.
M: Bring these pleas for grace an answer in keeping with your will, and further hear us as we pray...
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN – 403 v. 1,3

I know my faith is founded On Jesus Christ, my God and Lord;
And this my faith confessing, Unmoved I stand upon his Word.
Man’s reason cannot fathom The truth of God profound;
Who trusts in worldly wisdom Relies on shifting ground.
God’s Word is all-sufficient, It makes divinely sure,
And, trusting in its wisdom, My faith shall rest secure.
In faith, Lord, let me serve you; 
Though persecution, grief, and pain
Should seek to overwhelm me, Let me a steadfast trust retain.
And then at my departure, Lord, take me home to you,
And let me there inherit All you have promised me.
In life and death, Lord, keep me Until your heav’n I gain,
Where I by your great mercy The end of faith attain.
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. composite.
CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:  Amen
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 
Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.


The Lord bless you and keep you. 


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 


The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN – 752 
“In Christ Alone” 
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.




NOTES and NEWS

Welcome!

We welcome Tim Heil and Rolain Scharbarth to our church leadership team. They were both elected at our congregational meeting last Sunday. The congregation also issued another one-year call to Mrs. Elizabeth Wilde to teach preschool for the 2021-22 school year. Please keep all our leaders and our teachers in your prayers.

Please pick up your annual report / directory

Reports are set out in the office link alphabetically. Extra copies are available as needed.

Sunday School Teacher

There is renewed interest in restarting in-person Sunday School. We have a teacher for the lower grades, and we need another teacher for upper grades. There may be times when one teacher isn’t available, so having two teachers would mean having a built-in substitute as needed. If you are willing to teach, please speak with Pastor Suckow or Marie Kurth. When we have a second teacher, we’ll publish a start date for Sunday School.

School Open House & Registration

Our Savior’s School is hosting their Open House & Registration on Tuesday, March 9, 4:30-6:30 PM. There are extra postcards in the office entry and in the narthex for you to share with a friends, family members, neighbors and coworkers who might be interested.

NLHS Together We Shine will look a bit different this year; our auction will be held online, and we can all participate from anywhere.  The auction is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, March 13.  On Sunday, March 14, we plan to hold a band concert to which you may listen from the comfort of your car:  Park in our lot, tune your radio to the designated frequency, and enjoy the Northland band while our “carhops” serve you soup in your car! Auction items may also be picked up that day.  Keep close watch on our notes and announcements as these plans come together.  If you have items to contribute for the auction, please contact the office at 715-359-3400 or nlhsoffice@nlhs.org.

	Today (2/21)

-WELS Connection
	8:00 AM

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM
	Worship (masks required)
Worship 

Bible Class

	Tuesday
	6:00 PM
	Bible Information Class

	Wednesday
	9:00 AM

1:00 PM

4:00 PM

6:30 PM
	Bible Information Class

Lenten Worship

Catechism

Lenten Worship

	Saturday
	
	OS Day at Dime & Dollar

	Sunday 2/28

	8:00 AM

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM

11:30–noon
	Worship with Communion     

      (masks required)
Worship with Communion

Bible Class 

Drive-thru Communion



Attendance:

February 11/14: Thursday – 21, Sunday – 28, online – 42
Total = 91

Ash Wednesday: 32 & 20, online – 27



Total = 79

Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.








This Week’s Opportunities for Growing in Christ








Our Stewardship of God’s Gifts: February 14, 2021


Weekly         	Vision      		Debt Red     Initial Env	   Ash Wed		School Fees


$1,700.00    $115.00	 $260.00        $10.00	    $40.00		$1,100.00
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