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2nd  Sunday in Lent - Sunday, February 28, 2021
Opening Hymn – 422 v. 1,4
  
  “Jesus, Lead Us On”
Sing:  Jesus, lead us on Till our rest is won; 
And although the way be cheerless, 
We will follow, calm and fearless.
Guide us by your hand To our fatherland.
Sing:  Jesus, still lead on Till our rest is won.
Heav’nly Leader, still direct us; 
Still support, console, protect us
Till we safely stand In our fatherland.
 
Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700–60, adapt.; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt.
Service of Word and Sacrament

M:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C:  And also with you.
Confession of Sins
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C:  Amen.
Kyrie (spoken)
M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.
C: Christ, have mercy.
M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care:
C: Amen.
Prayer of the Day
M:  Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul. We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen
First Lesson 


          Genesis 28:10-17 (EHV)
God repeats to Jacob the promise he had given to his grandfather Abraham and to his father Isaac. This promise is fulfilled in Jesus, who himself is the stairway to heaven.
Jacob set out from Beersheba and traveled toward Haran. 11 He came to a certain place and decided to spend the night there, because the sun had set. He took one of the stones from that place, put it under his head, and lay down to sleep in that place. 12 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway set up on the earth with its top reaching to heaven. There were angels of God ascending and descending on it. 13 There at the top stood the Lord, who said, “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. The land on which you are lying, I give to you and to your descendants. 14 Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south. In you and in your seed all the families of the earth will be blessed. 15 Now, I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back again into this land. Indeed, I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised to you.” 16 Jacob woke up from his sleep, and he said, “Certainly the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” 17 He was afraid and he said, “How awe-inspiring is this place! This is nothing other than the house of God, and this is the gate to heaven.”
Second Lesson   

            Romans 5:1-11 (EHV)
Jesus’ redeeming work links us with God. Before, we were at war with him; now, we are at peace. This gives us joy and hope for this life and the next.
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we also have obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand. And we rejoice confidently on the basis of our hope for the glory of God. 3 Not only this, but we also rejoice confidently in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces patient endurance, 4 and patient endurance produces tested character, and tested character produces hope. 5 And hope will not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, who was given to us. 6 For at the appointed time, while we were still helpless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 It is rare indeed that someone will die for a righteous person. Perhaps someone might actually go so far as to die for a person who has been good to him. 8 But God shows his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, it is even more certain that we will be saved from God’s wrath through him. 10 For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, it is even more certain that, since we have been reconciled, we will be saved by his life. 11 And not only is this so, but we also go on rejoicing confidently in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received this reconciliation.
Verse of the Day  

      Philippians 2:8b (NIV 84)
M: Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.
Gospel    



     
  Mark 8:31-38 (EHV)
Jesus instructs his disciples about his suffering, death, and resurrection. When Peter tries to discourage him, Jesus points out that the way of the Christ--and of the Christian--is the way of the cross.
Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things; be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the experts in the law; be killed; and after three days rise again. 32 He was speaking plainly to them. Then Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But after turning around and looking at his disciples, Jesus rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! You do not have your mind set on the things of God, but the things of men.” 34 He called the crowd and his disciples together and said to them, “If anyone wants to follow me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it. But whoever loses his life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 After all, what good is it for a man to gain the whole world and yet forfeit his soul? 37 Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 38 In fact, whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
Sermon Hymn – 466 

“Though Thoughtless Thousands Choose”
Sing:  Though thoughtless thousands choose the road That leads the soul away from God,
This happiness, dear Lord, be mine: To live and die entirely thine.
 
Meditate:   Christ is my everlasting all.To him I look; on him I call.
He will my ev’ry want supplyIn time and through eternity.
 
Sing:  Soon will the saints in glory meet, Soon walk through ev’ry golden street
And sing on ev’ry blissful plain, “To live is Christ; to die is gain.”
 
Text: Joseph Hoskins, 1745–88, alt.
Sermon:  Keep in Mind the Things of God!



Mark 8:31-38
In recent weeks, my friends in Jesus, in our gospel lessons there has been frequent emphasis on the purpose of Christ’s appearance on this earth. That is the intent of Epiphany. Certainly, he showed compassion on the sick and needy, healing them and giving them what they need. But also, he had compassion on their souls, sharing the gospel which people need more than anything.

But as is clear in this gospel lesson, his purpose is also to suffer and die in order to complete the Father’s plan of salvation, our Lenten emphasis. But after making that clear in this text, Jesus turns the tables on us. He urges us to look at ourselves. What is a Christian life? In rebuking Peter for his misunderstandings, it’s as if Jesus then said to him, “Keep in mind the things of God.” Specifically, Jesus says deny yourself, and don’t be ashamed of him.

When Jesus spoke of his impending death in Jerusalem, “Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.” What is he doing?! Why is Peter daring to contradict the Lord?

I don’t have the ability to look into his heart. But the other gospels may give us a clue. Matthew tells us that Peter’s rebuke included the words, “This will never happen to you,” (Matthew 16:22). Is it Peter’s bravery that will “protect” Jesus? Is it Peter’s belief that dying doesn’t accomplish anything—you need to stay alive to win? Possibility # 1: Peter’s not on board with God’s plan.

Or does his objection come from fear? We hear from John, in his gospel, that Thomas resigned himself to Jesus’ trip to Jerusalem saying, “Let’s go too, so that we may die with him,” (John 11:16). Was Peter afraid to let Jesus go to Jerusalem since Peter thought he might lose his own life?

Whichever the reason, Peter tries to talk Jesus out of going. “Get behind me, Satan! You do not have your mind set on the things of God, but the things of men.” “As for me, this is the plan. I must go to Jerusalem. As for you, Peter, ‘If anyone wants to follow me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me’.” Keeping in mind the things of God means being ready to give up an awful lot; being ready to deny one’s self.

In many places and in several different ways Jesus made the point that real commitment to him is part of Christianity. Jesus said in this text: “Whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him….” In another place Jesus warns, “Everyone who confesses me before others, I will… confess before my Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies me before others, I will also deny before my Father…,” (Matthew 10:32,33). By his new nature as a forgiven child of God, a Christian is ready to deny himself and live with the consequences of proclaiming Christ.

Jesus further warns that without this denying, one will lose his life. “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it.”

What can we find in life on earth? There is wealth, health, fame, education, culture, beauty, friends and ten thousand other things. If we chase after the things of this life, we have not gained a thing. In explaining the parable of the seed sown among weeds, Jesus said, “The seeds that fell into the thorns are the ones who hear the word, but as they go on their way they are choked by the worries, riches, and pleasures of life,” (Luke 8:14). Here in the text, he asked, “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world and yet forfeit his soul?” Chasing after the things of this life, we may endanger ourselves of losing everything.

Someone might say, “Hold on, pastor. Are you saying I have to take a vow of poverty and give up everything?” Not at all. The Lord promises to give us all kinds of blessings and encourages us to rejoice in them. But we are to watch that if a choice must ever be made between a Christian life and a material blessing, then Jesus must win out.

Our second reading today also refers to denial of the spiritual “easy chair”, as it says: “We also rejoice confidently in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces patient endurance, and patient endurance produces tested character, and tested character produces hope,” (Romans 5:3,4). By denying ourselves, taking up our cross, and following Christ we gain real benefit and blessing.

Which brings up a third point about denying oneself. Without denial, we go nowhere. Jesus stated it the other way around, “Whoever loses his life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.” That little phrase, “for the gospel” is important. If we are not ready to deny some things for the gospel, we will gain nothing.

Personally, deny Sunday morning sleeping in, and we grow spiritually. Give in to Sunday morning’s relaxed lethargy, and we may be overcome with the spiritual sleepiness which results in eternal death. Now, we know that the Sunday worship is archived online, and you can access it any time, but human nature dictates that the longer we put something off the more likely we are to forget it. So, keep trying to keep that “Sunday morning habit” (or “Thursday habit”) even in your own homes. To deny yourself church attendance, may deny you eternal life. Without denial of self for the sake of the gospel, might we go nowhere spiritually?

“For the sake of the gospel” might include denial of self in order to take on tasks at church. We need people who are willing occasionally to deny themselves bowling, a movie, a quiet night at home or some other activity, to be involved with gospel work. Without this denial of self, we’ll go nowhere as a church. As the Bible encourages: “Let each of you look carefully not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others,” (Philippians 2:4). By denying ourselves occasionally, we may help to build up the entire congregation.

What do outsiders think of all this denial for Christ and for the gospel? Well, honestly, don’t they think we’re fools? The world seeks after wealth, and they think us strange that we don’t do some gettin’ while the gettin’ is good. Or give up bowling night for a committee meeting?! Many will mock our commitment to Christ. This is taking up a cross. The way of the cross meant mockery for Jesus. If you follow him, expect some of the same. Deny yourself the desire to be well-respected by absolutely everyone. Or as Jesus might say it: “Don’t be ashamed of me.”

To many, the cross is a sign of shame. What was a cross for? To punish criminals. Many contemporaries of Jesus and the apostles could not get past the thought that if Jesus were crucified, then he was a criminal. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “but we preach Christ crucified—which is offensive to Jews and foolishness to Greeks,” (I Corinthians 1:23). To the people of that day, it was no different than if we today put a gold-plated electric chair on our altar. Wouldn’t we be embarrassed by that? The cross was nothing to be proud of, people thought, it was a sign of shame.

But we know the cross to be a sign of mercy. For Christ died any innocent death, not the punishment of a criminal. He had no sin of his own, but the Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all. Again, consider the second lesson for today from Romans. It explains the cross and shares its encouragement: “But God shows his own love for us in this: ‘While we were still sinners, Christ died for us’,” (5:8).

What amazing comfort there is in those words! This week, as every week, I have sinned in many ways. Each of us has in some way turned from the Lord’s path, denied him and not ourselves, following our own sinful desires. Yet through Christ’s innocent suffering and death, we are freed from guilt and shame. Because of the cross of Jesus, we receive pardon from all our offenses. To some, the cross may be a sign of shame; to us it is the gracious mark of mercy.

And so, St. Paul, whose gospel preaching was always Christ and him crucified, could say, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes,” (Romans 1:16 NIV 78). Don’t be ashamed.

Does that mean we thump our Bibles and obnoxiously pursue people? The clearest advice is given in I Peter 3:15, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope that is in you.” Not being ashamed of Christ doesn’t necessarily mean setting up a Crusade, just being ready to speak of your faith in him when somebody asks about it.

Of course, giving a good answer presupposes knowing Christ well. Deny the night on the town, if that’s the only night to learn of Jesus and his words. Deny the extra YouTube video on funny cats, if there’s a biblically sound devotion to watch. Once learned, stand firm in those words.

Some outside the faith may question your reliance on the Bible. “It’s only words printed on paper,” they might say, “How can you trust that?”

Next time someone taunts you for believing what’s written in the Bible, pull out a dollar bill and ask them what it is. “It’s money, it’s a dollar,” they might say. It isn’t! It’s a piece of paper with printing on it! But people believe that it has $1 of value because the government stands behind it. If the U.S. Government were to go under, that paper will be worth no more than a Kleenex. As long as the government is solid and reliable, the paper has value.

Then what about the Bible? We can very comfortably put our faith in the paper and ink called the Holy Bible. What’s backing it up is God with centuries of proven reliability! 

Therefore, we stand firm in his words—all of them! Not only do we trust those statements of salvation through the cross of Christ, we stand firm on the accounts of Adam and Eve, Moses and Elijah, Isaiah and the rest. We stand firm on the letters of Paul and Peter and the others. Strengthened by this text, we are not ashamed of Christ or his words. It’s all backed up by God.

What is this Christian life about? Because Jesus firmly set his face toward Jerusalem and his cross, we take up our crosses for him. Keep in mind the things of God. Showing that you are not ashamed of him, Christ will not be ashamed of you but will acknowledge you before his Father in heaven. AMEN

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
M:  Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we thank you that you willingly came here to take away our sins and make us right in God’s sight.
C:  Thank you for keeping the goal of the cross at the forefront on your purpose on earth, that nothing could dissuade you from going to Jerusalem to suffer and die for us.
M:  Grant us steadfastness of faith lest we lose the redemption you purchased for us by your own blood.
C:  Make us alive to that which is good and dead to everything that is evil.
M:  Help us daily to take up our cross and crucify our sinful flesh with its affections and lusts that we might live for you.
C:  May we never become boastful of our own accomplishments, but remember all you have done to save us from the doom we so richly deserved.
M:  Make us truly devoted to your Word and through it renew and strengthen our faith.
C:  Fill us with joyful anticipation of your return, that we may sing your praises with saints and angels.
M:  But while we live here, may our praises also be heard among the people with whom we come into contact.
C:   May our witness be clear and consistent so that people may know that you have come and have provided full and free forgiveness for all people.
M:  With the tender touch of your mercy, look upon all who are sick in any way.
C:  Treat with compassion all who suffer, all who are weak and weary, all who are worn and sad.
Special petitions and personal prayers may be inserted here.
M: Cheer the lonely and help the needy, and bring to fruition all the things for which we ask as we pray...
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Liturgy of Holy Communion
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

C: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory. You are my God and I will exalt you. I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation.

Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us and grant us your peace. Amen.
Distribution Hymn - 347 (sing all)
Jesus! and shall it ever be A mortal man ashamed of thee?
Ashamed of thee, whom angels praise, Whose glories shine through endless days?
 
Ashamed of Jesus? Just as soon Let midnight be ashamed of noon.
’Tis midnight with my soul till he, Bright Morning Star, bids darkness flee.
 
Ashamed of Jesus, that dear friend On whom my hopes of heav’n depend?
No; when I blush, be this my shame, That I no more revere his name.
 
Ashamed of Jesus? Yes, I may when I’ve no guilt to wash away,
No tear to wipe, no good to crave, No fear to quell, no soul to save.
 
Till then—nor is my boasting vain— Till then I boast a Savior slain;
And oh, may this my glory be: That Christ is not ashamed of me.
 
Text: Joseph Grigg, c. 1722–68, abr.; altered by Benjamin Francis, 1734-99.
Closing Prayers and Blessing
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn – 451 v. 1,3     “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”
Sing:  Precious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, let me stand;
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.
Through the storm, through the night, Lead me on to the light.
Take my hand, precious Lord; Lead me home.
  
Sing:  When the darkness appears And the night draws near
And the day is almost gone,
At the river I stand; Guide my feet, hold my hand,
Take my hand, precious Lord; Lead me home.
 
Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899–1993, alt. © 1938 Unichappell Music, Inc. Renewed 1965 (admin. by Alfred Publishing Co.). All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NOTES and NEWS

Please pick up your annual report / directory / envelopes

All are set out in the office link alphabetically. Extra copies of the annual report are also available.

Gifts & Memorials 

We thank Juanita Landwehr for her gift given in memory of her son, Andy Schubring,her husband, Roger Landwehr, and her stepson, Randy Landwehr.

We thank Elaine Radtke for her gift to Our Savior’s School given in memory or Arlis Cramer and Randy Bishop.

Blessed be their memories. 

Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts.

School Open House & Registration

Our Savior’s School is hosting their Open House & Registration on Tuesday, March 9, 4:30-6:30 PM. There are extra postcards in the office entry and in the narthex for you to share with a friends, family members, neighbors and coworkers who might be interested.

Attendance: 

Sunday, Feb 21 – 10 & 36, online – 61    
Total= 107

Wednesday, Feb 24 – 30 & 21, online 21
Total = 72
[image: image2.jpg]AR S
Y

Christ’s Love, Our Calling.




	Today (2/28)


	8:00 AM

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM

11:30-Noon
	Worship with Communion - masks required

Worship with Communion

Bible Class

Drive-thru Communion

	Monday
	5:30 PM
	Board of Education

	Tuesday
	6:00 PM
	Bible Information Class

	Wednesday
	9:00 AM

1:00 PM

4:00 PM

6:30 PM
	Bible Information Class

Lenten Worship

Catechism

Lenten Worship

	Saturday
	
	NLHS Together We Shine auction opens 

	Sunday 3/7
	8:00 AM

9:00 AM

10:15 AM 
	Worship - masks required  

Worship 

Bible Class



Our Savior’s Ev. Lutheran Church & School
703 Flieth St, Wausau WI 54401

715-845-3253

Email: OSInfo@oursaviorswausau.org

Website: www.oursaviorswausau.org
Facebook: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School

Pastor Joel Suckow

Cell: 715-302-4736

Email: jsuckow3@gmail.com


This Week’s Opportunities for Growing in Christ








Our Stewardship of God’s Gifts: February 21, 2021


Weekly         	Vision      		Debt Red     Plate	Ash Wed	Memorial


$5,020.00    $365.00	 $375.00       $35.00	 $758.00	$50.00





OSSchool	Bldg Maint	NLHS Op	WELS Scholarship   Publications


$20.00	$100.00	$255.00      $40.00			    $ 62.75
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