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4th Sunday in Lent – March 14, 2021
Opening HYMN – 345 v. 1        In the Cross of Christ I Glory
In the cross of Christ I glory,   
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story   
Gathers round its head sublime.
Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872.
Common Service
M:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:
Amen.

M:
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
C: Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy on us
M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Prayer of the Day
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Let us pray.
M: Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we ask you graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your salvation which is given through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
FIRST Lesson     

   
         Numbers 21:4-9 (EHV)
The Jews rebelled, fell under God judgment, and were struck with a plague of poisonous snakes. Yet God, in grace, provided a way out from judgment. Faith in God’s promises was God’s remedy for their troubles. As we will see in the gospel lesson, the promise here has a close connection with the promises found in Jesus Christ.
They set out from Mount Hor along the road to the Red Sea to go around the land of Edom, but the people became very impatient along the way. 5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? Look, there is no food! There is no water! And we are disgusted by this worthless food!”
6 The Lord sent venomous snakes among the people, and the snakes bit the people. As a result many people from Israel died. 7 The people went to Moses and said, “We have sinned, because we have spoken against the Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord to take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed on behalf of the people.
8 The Lord said to Moses, “Make a venomous snake and put it on a pole. If anyone who is bitten looks at it, he will live.” 9 Moses made a bronze snake and put it on the pole. If a snake had bitten anyone, if that person looked at the bronze snake, he lived.
sECOND Lesson  


    Ephesians 2:4-10 (EHV)
Even when we were dead in our trespasses, God made us alive with Christ. Such a free gift of God moves Christian hearts to do the good works God prepared for us to do.
But God, because he is rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in trespasses. It is by grace you have been saved! 6 He also raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 7 He did this so that, in the coming ages, he might demonstrate the surpassing riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 Indeed, it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.
10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared in advance so that we would walk in them.
Verse of the Day 
                John 3:16 (NIV 84)
M:  God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
Gospel Lesson  


John 3:14-21 (EHV)
Jesus compares himself to the bronze snake that Moses was to lift up, so that Israelites might be freed from judgment through faith. Christ was lifted up to pay for the sins of the world. Faith in him provides freedom from judgment.
“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 The one who believes in him is not condemned, but the one who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only-begotten Son of God. 19 This is the basis for the judgment: The light has come into the world, yet people loved the darkness rather than the light, because their deeds were evil. 20 In fact, everyone who practices wicked things hates the light and does not come toward the light, or else his deeds would be exposed. 21 But the one who does what is true comes toward the light, in order that his deeds may be seen as having been done in connection with God.”
NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon Hymn – 391 v. 1,3,4

 “God Loved the World”
God loved the world so that he gave His only Son the lost to save
That all who would in him believe Should everlasting life receive.
God would not have the sinner die— His Son with saving grace is nigh.
His Spirit in the Word does teach How we the blessed goal may reach.
Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son  Forgives the sins that you have done.
You’re justified by Jesus’ blood; Baptized, you are a child of God.
Text: Heiliges Lippen . . . Gesangbuch, Stettin, c. 1778; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.
SERMON:  John 3:14-21

Believe and Enjoy Eternal Life
John 3:16; John 3:16; John 3:16! Isn’t verse 15 any good? What’s wrong with John 3:17? Nothing wrong with them at all! They have great spiritual truths to share.

But John 3:16 has a long history of appreciation by Christians. Among other things, it has been called “the gospel in a nutshell”. It emphatically proclaims God’s Love, the Son, faith, and eternal life, connecting all the above in a simple, memorizable format. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” Believe and have eternal life!

Yet the verses surrounding that familiar nugget, proclaim the same truth. Verse 15: “everyone who believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Sounds very familiar, doesn’t it? Verse 18: “The one who believes in him is not condemned.” Again, in thought, how like verse 16! If God says something once, he will say it many times. So today we consider the larger gospel text of John 3:14-21. All of it encourages: “Believe; and enjoy eternal life!”

“I believe in a simple life and simple folk.” “I believe in hard work and diligence.” “I believe in the rights of the unborn.” The very word “believe” expects an object. What is it that you believe? Guided by these verses from Jesus, we believe in a one and only kind of God.

A side-trip into the Greek language: both v16 and v18 have the Greek word “monogenos”. For many of us, the KJV spoke of the “only-begotten Son”, the NIV shared the phrasing “one and only”; and the Evangelical Heritage Version returns us to “only-begotten”. Good translations all, yet even though I work with the EHV almost exclusively, my sympathy lies with the NIV expression “the one and only”.

Throughout the Scriptures God declares himself to be a one-of-a-kind God. In a simple statement God proclaims: “I am the Lord; that is my name. I will not give my glory to another, nor my praise to idols,” (Isaiah 42:8). In a description of his eternal nature, the Lord assures us: “I, the Lord, am the first, and at the very end I will still be the one,” (Isaiah 41:4). How clearly that resonates with Revelation 1:8 “‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘the one who is, and who was, and who is coming, the Almighty’.” No one else was here at the beginning of creation and will be present at the end of the world.



And only one God sends rain upon the righteous and the wicked, caring for all people of the world together, prompting the psalmist to decree: “There is no one like you among the gods, O Lord. There are no deeds like your deeds,” yet that caring preservation of the world, is practically the least of God’s great works. “For God so loved the world…” He is one-of-a-kind in love.

A hymnwriter has penned these words: “My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me.” The writer expresses his amazement at love that goes beyond understanding—a love so incredible that it’s unknowable. And what love is that? “Love to the loveless…,” wrote the composer. Who would pick us to be saved? What have we got to offer? Yet the Lord’s love compelled his action: “While we were still helpless, Christ died for the ungodly,” (Romans 5:6). Echoing that thought just two verses later St. Paul wrote: “But God shows his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us,” (v8). 

Jesus remarked, “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? To be sure, even the sinners love those who love them,” (Luke 6:32). What’s special about that kind of love? Everybody does that. God’s one and only love goes beyond the imagination to save sinners who wouldn’t and couldn’t love him—to save you and me!

What sets God the Father apart, is what sets the Son apart as well. “God sent his son…” And the Son came, “to seek and to save the lost,” (Luke 19:10). He wants us and came to get us!

In his nighttime conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus took the searcher back to the Old Testament report of the snake in the wilderness. In judgment on the Israelites’ ungrateful grumbling, the Lord allowed poisonous snakes to bite them and cause death. The cure was to look in faith at a bronze snake on a pole. How is that going to help?! Looking at an inanimate object provides no health benefit, no anti-venom shot. Just believe? That’s God’s plan: believe in something hard to believe.

Then Christ said, “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up.”

But what a difference! The Son of Man is far superior. A bronze snake had no feelings. Because it was not a living being, it didn’t have any pain on its cross. The suffering people were saved by an unsuffering snake.

In Christ, we see the very opposite. In our sinful hearts, we don’t even think we’re suffering! The sinner declares that his life is the fun one. They don’t think they will have pain. But Christ, as he is lifted up, takes suffering to a whole new level. Cruel beatings and whippings churned his body to mush. The deepest stroke, however, was being abandoned by his Father to experience the true horrors of hell. He suffered what pains we ought to feel.

The bronze snake had no feelings. Because it was not a living being, it did not care about those who looked at it. But Christ takes care and love to a whole new level. As before, he sought the good of those who did not love him. He begged forgiveness for those who drove the nails through his flesh. He pleaded for the Pharisees to repent of their pride in self; their hypocrisy. He loved them all.

He loved you and he loved me. He begs forgiveness from the Father for my nails of indifference and insufficient love for others. He pleads for us to repent of frequently patting our own backs for our good deeds, failing to recognize the hypocrisy in our imperfect motivations and actions. Christ loves those who in their sinful nature didn’t love him first.

Because of that love, the one-of-a-kind God can declare: “I, yes I, am the Lord, and apart from me there is no savior,” (Isaiah 43:11). What god or goddess ever invented took on the sin of its people? What god or goddess ever died to bring its followers life? Salvation is found only in Jesus, prompting the believer to exclaim, “Indeed, what god in heaven or on earth is there that has done anything like…your mighty deeds,” (Deuteronomy 3:24)? He truly is one-of-a-kind!

What is required of us? Believe! “Everyone who believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life,” (John 3:15, repeated word for word in verse 16). There’s a way to be together with this one-of-a-kind God for eternity. Through faith!

Pity the one who does not believe. They’re in a tough situation to start with. You see, the timing expressed in verse 18 of our text is significant. “The one who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only-begotten Son of God.” It sounds as if their Judgment Day has already taken place. It seems as if their doom is sealed. Like, it’s already over.

That’s not far from the truth. Disbelief doesn’t transfer us from the category of saved to unsaved. Unsaved is where we were. We’ve been in that category all along. So, we are judged even now, because of sin. Doesn’t matter if a formal Judgment Day hasn’t come along yet. Without Christ and without faith in him, eternal death is a certainty. Or as the Bible puts it in more familiar words: “The soul who sins, is the one who will die,” (Ezekiel 18:4). Pretty cut and dried. 

King David writes in the Psalms, “Certainly, I was guilty when I was born. I was sinful when my mother conceived me,” (51:5). That’s what determines my status before God. Our sinful nature is with us from the beginning, and therefore our condemnation and God’s judgment clings to us from the start. I stand condemned already at birth. Death and hell are automatic. It’s the default position of every person. That’s what verse 18 warns us about. “The one who does not believe is condemned already.” For all practical purposes, it is already over with!

But faith in Christ changes all that! Through faith a transfer from one category to another does take place. “Whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” Eternal death is no longer the foregone conclusion, the inescapable fate. The unbeliever’s condemnation is removed by Jesus for he stood condemned in our place. He took the death of hell for us. Through faith, there’s a new status before God: sinner to saint. Eternal life is now ours to enjoy.

“This is the basis for the judgment: The light has come into the world, yet people loved the darkness rather than the light, because their deeds were evil.” 

Christ came as the Light of the world. 

Not everyone likes that. In the first chapter of his Gospel, John explains that “the light (Jesus) shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it,” (1:5 NIV 78). The brightness of his perfection does expose the darkness of our imperfection and sin. 

Our text also anticipates that. “In fact, everyone who practices wicked things hates the light and does not come toward the light, or else his deeds would be exposed.” Like spiders and bugs that scuttle away when a light is turned on in a dark room, so those who like to hide sin under the cover of darkness, don’t want to be seen for who they are. Their evil works are a cause to flee the Light.

So why don’t we flee from Christ? Because what we are, isn’t what we were. Through faith we have gained the “robe of righteousness.” The ugliness of our sinful actions are overcome by Jesus’ perfection layered on top of us. Cleansed by Christ, there is no shame left in our lives, we’ve been purified by Christ’s blood. Then whatever things we do, motivated by our blessings in Christ, are good before God. We don’t save ourselves by our good works, but our works “having been done in connection with God”—Christ’s connection with God—they don’t embarrass us. We need not hide!

Christ is the light, the one who banishes all darkness. The one-and-only shines the spotlight of his love and forgiveness into and through our souls. Jesus is the worker of good that pleases God, the deeds done in connection with God and blesses us with that gift of his perfect life and perfect sacrifice.

That’s the context of the most famous verse in the Bible. What a precious passage! Not just verse 16, but all these verses. Believe in the one and only Christ, and enjoy eternal life. AMEN.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & The Lord’s Prayer

M: O God of grace, who had your own Son die for every sinner, your promise is that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
C: Being by nature dead in trespasses and sins, we had no power to choose Christ nor come to him in faith.
M: Dear Lord, what we could not do, you have done for us.
C: Before the creation of the world, you chose us to be your own through faith in Christ.
M: In the proper time, you sent the Holy Spirit into our hearts to convert us.
C: From first to last, you deserve all the credit for our conversion and salvation.
M: We ask you now to sanctify us continually through the Holy Spirit, so that we may put away sin and abound in good works.
C: Help us to demonstrate our election and faith by living a holy life day by day, nourished in our faith and love by a vigorous study of your saving Word.
M: We are confident, O Lord, that you will take care of us, providing us in body and spirit everything necessary for our physical and spiritual well-being.
C: In the same confidence, we pray for your blessings on these people who are in our hearts and minds…
Special intercessions and time for personal prayer may be inserted here
M: With the assurance that your Word gives us, we also pray...
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT

M:
The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
Sanctus
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
Distribution Hymn – 122 
Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle; Sing the ending of the fray.
Now above the cross, the trophy, Sound the loud triumphant lay.
Tell how Christ, the world’s Redeemer, As a victim won the day.
Tell how, when at length the fullness Of th’ appointed time was come,
He, the Word, was born of woman, Left for us his Father’s home,
Blazed the path of true obedience, Shone as light amidst the gloom.
Thus, with thirty years accomplished, He went forth from Nazareth,
Destined, dedicated, willing, Did his work and met his death;
Like a lamb he humbly yielded On the cross his dying breath.
Faithful cross, true sign of triumph, Be for all the noblest tree;
None in foliage, none in blossom, None in fruit your equal be,
Symbol of the world’s redemption, For your burden makes us free.
Unto God be praise and glory; To the Father and the Son,
To th’ eternal Spirit honor Now and evermore be done—
Praise and glory in the highest While the timeless ages run.
Text: Venantius Fortunatus, c. 530–609, abr.; tr. John M. Neale, 1818–66, alt.
Blessing of Communicants
M:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus, given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, shall strengthen and preserve you unto life everlasting. Be at peace, your sins are forgiven. 
C:  Amen
Closing Prayer and Blessing
M:  O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:  Amen.
M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:  Amen, Amen, Amen.
Closing Hymn – 111 v. 1,5  “Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing”

Sweet the moments, rich in blessing, Which before the cross we spend,
Life and health and peace possessing From the sinner’s dying friend.
Lord, in loving contemplation Fix our hearts and eyes on you
Till we taste your full salvation  And your unveiled glory view.
Text: Walter Shirley, 1725–86, alt.
Permission to reprint hymns in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-716671. All rights reserved.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NOTES and NEWS

Serving You Today
Our Ushers: Kyle Marquardt & Bob Gresens  

     Wed., March 17 – Sulko (1:00), Krohn & Schubring (6:30)

     Next Sunday – Heil

Attendance 
Sunday, March 7: 12 & 54, online – 36
Total = 102
Wednesday, March 10: 28 & 20, online – 53
Total = 101
Thrivent Choice Update
We received notice of a deposit from Thrivent Choice. Many thanks to the following members who designated Our Savior’s for their Choice Dollars:  Betty Krueger, David Reissmann, Violet Schmidt, Bill & Sue Unruh. 
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Christ’s Love, Our Calling.





	Today (3/14)

-Food Pantry
	8:00 AM

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM
	Worship with Communion (masks required)
Worship with Communion

Bible Class

	Tuesday
	6:00 PM
	Bible Information Class

	Wednesday


	9:00 AM

1:00 PM 

4:00 PM

6:30 PM
	Bible Information Class

Lenten Worship 

Catechism

Lenten Worship 

	Sunday 3/21

-WELS Connection
	8:00 AM

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM
	Worship (masks required)
Worship 

Bible Class


Our Savior’s Ev. Lutheran Church & School
703 Flieth St, Wausau WI 54401

715-845-3253

Email: OSInfo@oursaviorswausau.org

Website: www.oursaviorswausau.org
Facebook: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School

Pastor Joel Suckow

Cell: 715-302-4736

Email: jsuckow3@gmail.com





Our Stewardship of God’s Gifts: March 7, 2021


Weekly         	Vision      		Debt Red     Plate	  Missions	 Lent


$7,945.00    $2,645.00	 $2,180.00     $85.00     $25.00	 $503.00	     


Ash Wed		Advertising		Windows	Bldg Maint	Publications


$50.00    		$198.00	     $25.00 		$25.00	  	$5.00





This Week’s Opportunities for Growing in Christ
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