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SERVICE OF THE WORD, p. 38 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 
and serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him 
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us 
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not 
deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing 
love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the 
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has 
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.  May 
God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C:  Amen. 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M:   Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh 

may set us free from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 52:7-10 
7 How beautiful on the mountains 
    are the feet of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, 
    who bring good tidings, 
    who proclaim salvation, 
who say to Zion, 
    “Your God reigns!” 
8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; 
    together they shout for joy. 
When the LORD returns to Zion, 
    they will see it with their own eyes. 
9 Burst into songs of joy together, 
    you ruins of Jerusalem, 
for the LORD has comforted his people, 
    he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10 The LORD will lay bare his holy arm 
    in the sight of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth will see 
    the salvation of our God. 
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PSALM 98 – CW p. 103, sung responsively 
 

 
 

Sing to the LORD a new song,* 
for he has done marvelous things. 

 

The LORD has made his salvation known* 
and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 
 

He has remembered his love and his faithfulness 
to the house of Israel;* 
all the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation of our God. 

 

Refrain 
 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,* 
burst into jubilant song with music; 

 

make music to the LORD with the harp,* 
with the harp and the sound of singing. 

 

Shout for joy before the LORD, the King.* 
He will judge the world in righteousness 
and the peoples with equity. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: J. Robert Carroll. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, 
www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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SECOND LESSON – Hebrews 1:1-9 
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at 
many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance 
of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining 
all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So 
he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has 
inherited is superior to theirs. 5 For to which of the angels did God 
ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father”? Or 
again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? 6 And again, 
when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s 
angels worship him.” 7 In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes 
his angels spirits, and his servants flames of fire.” 8 But about the 
Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a 
scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 9 You have 
loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your 
God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the 
oil of joy.”  

 
VERSE OF THE DAY – Galatians 4:4,5a 
M:  Alleluia. When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born 

of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law. 
Alleluia. 
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GOSPEL LESSON – John 1:1-14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through 
him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God whose name was 
John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that 
through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he 
came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light 
to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and 
though the world was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own 
did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14 The Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 
 

M:  This is the gospel of our Lord. 
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SERMON 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
OFFERING 
Please sign the Friendship Register and greet your neighbor. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  
 
CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING 

M:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on 
your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, 
protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your 
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one 
another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor † and give you peace. 
 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN – 61        Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

1  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all you nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’ angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
2  Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th’ incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel!  
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
3  Hail, the heav’nly Prince of Peace!  
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, Ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, Born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, Born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, abr., alt. 

 
 

 
Joyful Christmas greetings to you all! 

Christ our Savior is born! 
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