Maundy Thursday – April 14, 2022

Welcome to Our Savior’s
We are delighted to have you worship with us. May God bless your
time with us richly.

Our Communion Practice: Close Communion
Holy Scripture admonishes us to be fully 'prepared' to receive the Lord’s
Supper: to ‘recognize the “Real Presence” of the body and blood of the
Lord’, ‘examine ourselves’, and join together as ‘one body’, united in
public confession of faith. On that basis, we practice Close Communion.
First time WELS or ELS visitors, please announce to the pastor. All other
visitors, please refrain from participating until you have the opportunity
to meet with our pastor and thoroughly study these scriptural truths.
Close Communion in no way means to judge anyone’s personal faith in
Jesus. We look forward to studying these scriptural beliefs so that
together we can celebrate this expression of our true unity at the Lord’s
Table. Thank you for your cooperation and thank you for worshiping
with us.

Prayer Before Communing
Lord Jesus, you have invited me to come and receive your holy
Sacrament. I believe that in the bread and wine you give me your true
body and blood to eat and drink. Forgive my sins and nourish my faith
through this precious meal. I long for the comfort that comes with
your promises; I yearn for the assurance of your faithful love. Bless me
now as I receive you by faith.

Prayer After Communing
Thank you, dear Savior, for nourishing my faith with the Sacrament of
your body and blood. Lift my heart with your forgiveness, renew my
confidence in your grace, empower my love for others, and lead me to
long for the eternal banquet of heaven.

Our Worship
660 Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face
1

Here, O my Lord, I see you face to face;
here would I touch and handle things unseen,
here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace,
and all my weariness upon you lean.

2

This is the hour of banquet and of song;
this is the heav’nly table spread anew.
Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong
the brief bright hour of fellowship with you.

3

I have no help but yours nor do I need
another arm but yours to lean upon.
It is enough, O Lord, enough indeed;
my strength is in your might, your might alone.

4

Mine is the sin but yours the righteousness;
mine is the guilt but yours the cleansing blood.
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:
your blood, your righteousness, O Lord, my God.

5

Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;
the feast, though not the love, is past and gone.
The bread and wine remove, but you are here,
nearer than ever, still my shield and sun.

6

Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,
the Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, abr., alt.
Text: Public domain
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Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not
in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the
sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, you give us
your true body and blood as a remembrance of your suffering and
death on a cross. Grant us so firmly to believe your words and promise
that we may always partake of this sacrament to our eternal good; for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading
31

Jeremiah 31:31–34

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD,
“when I will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel
and with the people of Judah.
32
It will not be like the covenant
I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand
to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant,
though I was a husband to them,”
declares the LORD.
33“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel
after that time,” declares the LORD.
“I will put my law in their minds
and write it on their hearts.
I will be their God,
and they will be my people.
34No longer will they teach their neighbor,
or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’
because they will all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest,”
declares the LORD.
“For I will forgive their wickedness
and will remember their sins no more.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading
15

Hebrews 10:15–25

The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says:
16

“This is the covenant I will make with them
after that time, says the Lord.
I will put my laws in their hearts,
and I will write them on their minds.”
17Then

he adds:

“Their sins and lawless acts
I will remember no more.”
18And

where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer
necessary.
19Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter
the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way
opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21and since we
have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near to God
with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings,
having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and
having our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold unswervingly
to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24And let us
consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds, 25not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
Be seated

417 It Was a Dark and Dismal Night
1

It was a dark and dismal night
when pow’rs of earth and hell arose
against the Son, our God’s delight,
and friends betrayed him to his foes.

2

Before the mournful scene began,
he took the bread and blessed and broke.
What love through all his actions ran!
What wondrous words of grace he spoke!

3

“This is my body, slain for sin;
receive and eat the living food.”
Then took the cup and blessed the wine:
“This is my all-atoning blood.”

4

“Do this,” he said, “till time shall end,
in mem’ry of your dying friend;
meet at my table and record
the love of your departed Lord.”

5

Jesus, your feast we celebrate;
we show your death; we sing your name
till you return and we shall eat
the marriage supper of the Lamb.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, abr., alt.

Sermon
“Three Unions in Communion!”
1.

Bread & Wine with Body & Blood

2. Sinners with God
3. Believers with Believers
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Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Offering

Prayer of the Church
Lord Jesus, you are the Lamb of God, pictured in the ancient Passover
feast, now giving your own body and pouring out your own blood in
Holy Communion. Just as the Passover lambs assured the Israelites of
God’s promise to deliver them from death,
strengthen our belief that the bread is your real body and the
wine is your real blood, given to us for our forgiveness, life, and
salvation.
Prepare us to receive this sacrament remembering your death and
repenting of our sins.
Unite us by our oneness of faith throughout this congregation
and our synod, and love us to the end that we may love others as
you have loved us.
We rejoice in our fellow believers who have been instructed in your
Word and confirmed in the Lutheran faith, who are now ready to
receive Holy Communion.
Equip them with every spiritual blessing for doing your will.
We pray for those absent from the sacrament because of their own
neglect.
Call them in your mercy to return and renew their faith.
Keep in your care those unable to receive the sacrament often because
they are homebound, hospitalized, imprisoned, serving in the military,
or otherwise separated from the fellowship of believers. Encourage
them so that they do not lose hope.
Be gracious to us all and nourish us with this feast, that we
remain faithful unto death, and become partakers of the
wedding feast of the Lamb. Amen.

The Sacrament
Stand

Preface
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all
people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who
overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore,
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy
name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ,
whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of
your grace. Through him you made all things; in him you are well
pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and
born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his
hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in
you.
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you
have gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send
us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may
praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and
honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God

Be seated

Distribution
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667 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared
1

Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared
this feast for our salvation;
it is your body and your blood,
and at your invitation
as weary souls, with sin oppressed,
we come to you for needed rest,
for comfort, and for pardon.

2

Although you did to heav’n ascend,
where angel hosts are dwelling,
and in your presence they behold
your glory, all excelling,
and though your people shall not see
your glory and your majesty
till dawns the judgment morning,

3

Yet, Savior, you are not confined
to any habitation,
but you are present ev’rywhere
and with your congregation.
Firm as a rock this truth shall stand,
unmoved by any daring hand
or subtle craft and cunning.

4

We eat this bread and drink this cup,
your precious Word believing
that your true body and your blood
our lips are here receiving.
This Word remains forever true,
and there is naught you cannot do,
for you, Lord, are almighty.

5

Though reason cannot understand,
yet faith this truth embraces:
your body, Lord, is even now
at once in many places.
I leave to you how this can be;
your Word alone suffices me;
I trust its truth unfailing.
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6

Lord, I believe what you have said;
help me when doubts assail me.
Remember that I am but dust,
and let my faith not fail me.
Your supper in this vale of tears
refreshes me and stills my fears
and is my priceless treasure.

7

Grant that we worthily receive
your supper, Lord, our Savior,
and, truly grieving for our sins,
may prove by our behavior
that we are thankful for your grace
and day by day may run our race,
in holiness increasing.

8

For your consoling supper, Lord,
be praised through out all ages!
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place
the world against it rages.
Grant that this sacrament may be
a blessèd comfort unto me
when living and when dying.
Text: tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt.; Samuel Kinner, 1603–1668 Text: Public domain

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this
saving gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in
you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

663 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
8

CW 663 st. 8

Jesus, Lord of life in heaven,
help me when this meal is given
to receive it for my blessing
as I come, my sins confessing.
In this supper let me measure,
Lord, how deep is your love’s treasure,
that, as I on earth have eaten,
I may be your guest in heaven.
Text: tr. Peter M. Prange, b. 1972; Johann Franck, 1618–1677, abr.
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716671
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Serving at Worship
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Holy Week Worship
Good Friday (4/15)
Worship at 1:00 & 6:30 PM

Easter Sunday (4/17)
Easter Worship at 8:00 AM
Fellowship hour to follow

Good Friday Service Times Please note that the two services on
Good Friday will be at 1:00 & 6:30 pm and will be the same service with
a Tenebrae type theme.

Easter Breakfast Following our Easter Sunday worship, the Ladies’
Aid will serve a light breakfast while we enjoy some fellowship time
together. Please join us!
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