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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!   

We welcome you to God’s house for worship on this joyous New Year’s 
Day! What a marvelous gift God gives to us – his one and only Son, born 
in human flesh to be our brother and save us from our sins. May Jesus 
Christ - Immanuel (“God with us”) - be present through his Word to bless 
our worship!  

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP  

Dear Jesus, thank you taking on flesh and humbling yourself for my sake. 
You have saved me from my sins and have granted me the title of being 
a child of God. Help me to sing your praises today and every day with the 
angels. Glory to God in the Highest! Amen. 

 

OUR COMMUNION PRACTICE  
In the Sacrament of Holy Communion, we express unity with our Savior 
and those who share our faith and stand on the teachings of God’s 
Word. Therefore, we invite to our altar those who are members of Our 
Savior’s or members of the WELS/ELS. Visitors who wish to commune 
are asked to speak to the pastor before the service begins. 

 
SERVING TODAY 

• Minister – Deacon Jim Ellenberger 

• Organist – Marie Kurth 

• Ushers – Sawyer Burish, Robert Gresens 
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Words of Welcome  

Opening Hymn CW 346 
Angels We Have Heard on High 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
    sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, 
    echoing their joyous strains. (Refrain) 

 
Ref Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

    Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
    which inspire your heav’nly song? (Refrain) 

 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

    him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
    Christ the Lord, the newborn King. (Refrain) 

Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, Part 2, 1862, alt.; French 
Text: Public domain 

 
 

 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

                 First Sunday after Christmas 
               December 29, 2024 
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Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 

in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us 

our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned 

against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved 

you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I 

deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my 

Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death.  

Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only 

Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of 

the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising CW 362 sts. 2–3 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, abr.  Tune: German, 14th cent. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716671  Tune: Public domain 
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Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon 

himself our human nature. By his gracious coming, deliver us from the 

corruption of our sin, and transform us into the likeness of his glory; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight 

to hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord 

has made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. 

Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes 

of God from the first days after our fall into sin to the glorious 

redemption brought to us by this holy child. 

Reading Genesis 3:8–15 

 8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he 

was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the 

LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to 

the man, “Where are you?” 

 10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I 

was naked; so I hid.” 

 11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 

from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 

 12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me 

some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 

 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 

 The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 14So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

“Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! 

You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of 

your life. 15And I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

 and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, 

 and you will strike his heel.” 
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Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord CW 315 sts. 1, 5–6 

1 Let the earth now praise the Lord, 
who has truly kept his word 
and at last to us did send 
Christ, the sinner’s help and friend. 

 

5 Crush for me the serpent’s head 
that, set free from doubt and dread, 
I may cling to you in faith, 
safely kept through life and death, 

 

6 And, when you shall come again 
as a glorious king to reign, 
I with joy may see your face, 
freely ransomed by your grace. 

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–1659, abr.; (sts. 1, 5–6): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (st. 4): tr. Christian Worship, 2021 
Text (sts. 1, 5–6): Public domain  Text (st. 4): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716671 

 

Reading Genesis 12:1–3 

 1The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people 

and your father’s household to the land I will show you. 

2“I will make you into a great nation, 

 and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, 

 and you will be a blessing. 
3I will bless those who bless you, 

 and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth 

 will be blessed through you.” 
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O Rejoice, All Christians Loudly CW 366 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Christian Keimann, 1607–1662 
Tune: Andreas Hammerschmidt, 1611–1675, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Reading Isaiah 7:10–14 

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask the LORD your God for a sign, 

whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” 

 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test.” 

 13Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to 

try the patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my God also? 
14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel CW 327 sts. 1, 4 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 
4 O come, O Key of David, come,  
 and open wide our heav’nly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high,  
and close the path to misery.  

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent., Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Reading Micah 5:2–5a 

2“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans 

of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

3Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in 

labor bears a son, and the rest of his brothers return to join the 

Israelites. 

4He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 

majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for 

then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 

5And he will be our peace 
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 345 Where Shepherds Lately Knelt CW 345 sts. 1, 3–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008  Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929–2021 
Text: © 1986 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716671 
Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716671 

Reading Luke 1:26–38 

 26In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel 

Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be 

married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s 

name was Mary. 28The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who 

are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 

greeting this might be. 30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 

Mary; you have found favor with God. 31You will conceive and give birth 

to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32He will be great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne 
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of his father David, 33and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; 

his kingdom will never end.” 

 34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

 35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be 

born will be called the Son of God. 36Even Elizabeth your relative is 

going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable 

to conceive is in her sixth month. 37For no word from God will ever fail.” 

 38“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be 

fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 

Silent Night, Holy Night CW 337 sts. 1–3 

1 Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
    sleep in heavenly peace, 
    sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
2 Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
3 Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
    Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
    Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

Text: tr. John F. Young, 1820–1885; Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848 
Text: Public domain 
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Reading Matthew 1:18–25 

 18This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother 

Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 

together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 
19Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not 

want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 

quietly. 

 20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take 

Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the 

Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 

 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 

prophet: 23“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they 

will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 

 24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 

commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he did not 

consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave 

him the name Jesus. 

Away in a Manger CW 340 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 
2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
and take us to heaven to live with you there. 

Text (sts. 1–2): The Myrtle, Boston, 1884; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, Louisville, 1892, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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Reading Luke 2:1–7 

 1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should 

be taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that 

took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went 

to their own town to register. 

 4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the 

house and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was 

pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6While they 

were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth 

to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 

manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 

Once in Royal David’s City CW 343 
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Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–1895, abr., alt.  Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–1876  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,   

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with 

the Father. Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became 

truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 

end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the 

Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and 

the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Thank Offering & Friendship Register 
 

Members of Our Savior’s give generous and free will gifts to honor the Lord and 
support our ministry of the gospel.  Guests are welcome to give but should not 
feel obligated to do so.   
 

As the offering is gathered, please sign the Friendship Register as it is passed 
down the pew. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Gracious Father, when the time had fully come, you sent your Son to 

carry out your plan to save the world from the tyranny of sin, the threat 

of death, and the power of Satan. Strengthen our faith as we ponder the 

depth of your divine love.  

Lead us to quiet awe as we remember your gracious compassion. 

 

Impress on us the poverty and pain your Son endured in our place, how 

he willingly set aside his power and place and assumed the weakness of 

an infant and the starkness of a stable. Lead us to acknowledge the sins 

which compelled his humiliation and the love which accepted his 

lowliness. 

Forgive us and move us to trust in his mission to save us. 

  

Take away our fears and fright and fill us with joy as we hear the 

message that Jesus was born for us and that he came to restore peace 

with you and mend the bond broken by sin. Move us to sing our carols 

and hymns not with passing pleasure but with the depth of praise for 

his extraordinary love.  

Let our songs and hymns reflect our faith in the redemption 

gained by Christ. 

  

Lead us to kneel at his manger with hearts of faith and to see there the 

God-man who takes away the sins of the world. Guide and guard us so 

that the happiness shared with family and friends does not delay or 

discourage our journey to his holy crib.  

Make the birth of Christ our highest priority and deepest 

pleasure.  
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Fill us with an eager joy that moves us to share the good news with 

others, especially those who may have forgotten or dismissed the love of 

God in Christ. Give us faith-filled maturity to recognize that the best 

gift we can give to children is the story of Jesus who was born as a baby 

and died on a cross to save them for heaven. 

Move us to tell the good news we have seen and heard. 

 

During this hectic holiday, provide us with quiet times to remember 

what the birth of Jesus really means for us and all people, that he came 

to free us from the evil forces that separated us from your love, that he 

lived and died to forgive our sins, and that he rose in triumph to 

prepare a place where we will live with you forever. 

Move us to sing with hearts of faith, “Glory to God in the highest!” 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

(♫ to the tune of “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear.”) 

 Our Father, Lord on heav’n’s high throne, 
  most holy be Your name. 
 Your kingdom come.  Your will be done 
  on earth – in heav’n the same. 
 Give us this day the food we need; 
  Forgiven may we be; 
 Into temptation do not lead;  from evil set us free. 
 
 Yours is the kingdom; unto You 
  in grateful love we bow; 
 And you’re the pow’r;  Lord, let us view 
  your mighty presence now, 
 The glory yours; your praise be sung 
  by angel hosts and men 
 In ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue, forevermore!  Amen. 
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The Sacrament 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this 

in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is 

poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

Response CW 333 st. 4 

 O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

Distribution 

   

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this 

saving gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you 

and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn CW 353 
Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sincere Thanks – to Deacon Jim Ellenberger from St. Peter Lutheran 

Church for leading our worship today. 

 

Serving the Pastoral Vacancy - Pastor Jeff Mahnke from St. Peter 

Lutheran Church is serving as Our Savior’s vacancy pastor.  Should you 
need his pastoral guidance and service, call / text him anytime at 
715.297.0132.  His email address is pastorm@mysaintpeter.org.  

 

Pastoral Call News - Pastor James Backus has declined our call. Please 

watch for an announcement regarding our next call meeting. 
 

Next Sunday’s Worship – Next Sunday, January 5, our worship 
service will focus on the Epiphany of our Lord. Because no area pastors 
are available to lead our service, we will use a recording of St. Peter’s 
Thursday service, which will allow us to sing, pray, and worship together. 
 

Sunday School & Bible Class will resume on Jan.12 
 
Gifts and Memorials 
We thank Rick & Karen Leopold and Audrey Jones for their gifts given in 
memory of Len Becker. 
  

We thank Kurt & DeAnn Schubring for their gifts given in memory of 
Don Krohn. 

Blessed be their memories. 
Thanks be to God for the love which led to these gifts. 

 

In Our Prayers – Rose Schreiber is hospitalized at Aspirus with 

kidney failure. Please remember her in prayer. 

 

mailto:pastorm@mysaintpeter.org
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Growing Together  
December 22  , 2024  

 Weekly         Vision      Debt Red    Plate       Advent C Eve    C Day 
 $6,343.00 $175.00    $45.00    $67.00    $90.00 $50.00 $50.00 
 
 NY Eve Chr Gifts/Bags Memorials  School Fees  Office Supplies 
 $50 $75.00      $160.00   $60.00  $6.00            
 
 Anticipated Weekly Offerings $4,230  
 

 Attendance:   Sunday, December 22 – 63 
    

 

 
 

Snow Removal 
If you can help with snow removal, please sign up on the table 
in the narthex. Questions? Please see or call Bill Unruh. 

 
Pick up today:  

• 2025 Offering Envelopes  

• Forward in Christ, Meditations, Portals of Prayer 

 

 

Today  
 

9:00 AM 
10:15 AM 

 

Worship with Holy Communion 
No Sunday School or Bible Class 

 

Thursday 
 

 
 

OS School Classes Resume 
   

Sunday 1/5 
 

9:00 AM 
 

Worship 
No Sunday School or Bible Class 

This Week at Our Savior’s 
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Our Savior’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
703 Flieth St, Wausau WI 54401 

715-845-3253 

Email: OSInfo@oursaviorswausau.org 

Website: www.oursaviorswausau.org 

Facebook: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School 

Pastor Jeff Mahnke, Vacancy Pastor 
715-297-0132 

pastorm@mysaintpeter.org 

http://www.oursaviorswausau.org/

